
CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS - 2013 
 

INTRODUCTION 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to you all to the Annual Parish Assembly 2013. This is 

our opportunity to let you know what projects we have been working on over the past twelve 

months and more importantly, what we hope to achieve over the next term of office. Without 

taking up too much of your time, the following will address some of the issues. 

 

PARISH PLAN 

The Parish Plan is the biggest project the Parish Council have undertaken over many years and 

as you have seen from the interim report, there has been a lot of work put in to get to the 

position so far. Many issues, comments and thoughts have gone into the document and we are 

now at a stage where we would like final comments to come from the Open Day on Saturday 

before we start to compile the final report. Many, many hours have been given up by both the 

Steering Committee and even more by the Parish Plan Chairman, Ken Short. When I tried to get 

a committee together six years ago I couldn’t envisage how much time and work it would entail. 

Thanks to these people, we are now the envy of many local villages. There is a comprehensive 

list of issues which we are now aware of and the next stage is to approach the appropriate 

authorities to request they consider addressing them. Some are small and inexpensive but would 

have a big impact on the community. Others are larger and carry financial burdens which we 

hope we can find funds for. Further issues would have significant impact on individual residents 

which require a good deal of thought from the committees as to whether there are sensible 

solutions. Either way, you can be assured we are working in the best interests of all residents.  

 

TRAFFIC TGI ISLAND 

The upgrade work on the TGI Island was finally completed and from comments received, the 

benefits are looking good for all our residents using the island. The work to Toll Barr Island has 

been on hold waiting final decisions from government, but if and when this happens, TGI Island 

will again be re-modelled. We are looking to keep a watchful eye on this. 

 

POLICING 

We have had another restructuring within the Rural Team and our PC, Teresa Cottingham, has 

moved to desk duties for health reasons. We have PC Michael Stamp, a new PC coming into the 

fold and I’m sure he will give us the same service we have been fortunate to receive in past 

years. There is also a new reporting telephone number of 101 for not urgent crime which has 

taken place. The old 999 is still available for crime in progress should you see or hear it. 

 

HIGHWAY VERGES 
The third round of tree planting is complete around the village and it was good in one way last 

year, that we had rain to bed them in. On the down side, we negotiated the contract for the trees 

to be watered so tree loss was minimal, and secondly, a lot of people like me had terrible holiday 

weather. So much for forward planning. 

 

PARISH MAP 

The Parish Council agreed to commission a Parish Map painted by a local artist to 

commemorate the 50
th

 Anniversary of the Village. Without drawing too much attention to it as it 

will be officially unveiled on Saturday, the picture is to my right. We have also obtained A3 

prints which will be given to each household attending the Parish Plan Open Day on Saturday. 

Please make sure you don’t miss out. 



 

STREET LIGHTING 

WCC have received a small number of complaints about turning off all the lights on the Rugby 

Road after midnight. The Parish Council are aware of the situation, as we have been considering 

what action to take within the Village. Again, we will certainly be looking at your comments in 

the Parish Plan. 

 

RECREATION GROUND IMPROVEMENTS 
The installation of the skate board facility at The Recreation Ground in the rear field has been a 

great success for the children and youths of the village. It shows that we will listen to all 

residents, both young and old. There are some issues with noise, which causes a deep thud when 

the boards and bikes land on the units. We have contacted the installer who is attempting to get a 

quote for remedial works to dampen the sound even more than at present. 

 

LIBRARY 

The proposed sale of the Library site took another twist a couple of months ago when the 

purchaser withdrew their bid. This has meant the property is now on the market again and will 

go through exactly the same process as before. We had a meeting last week and will be placing 

our bid before the closing date. 

 

CHURCH IN BINLEY WOODS 

For those of you who don’t know, this July sees the retirement of our Village Reverend, Jill 

Cheverton. It will be a sad day for the Village, but a joyous day for Jill as she is really looking 

forward to opening the door of some ‘me time’ and doing her own thing. If I know Jill, her first 

thoughts will still be of everybody else first, and herself second. She will be greatly missed in 

the Village as she made her mark within the community, but we would like to wish Jill all the 

very best in her well earned retirement. To throw Jill’s words back at her, “GOD BLESS YOU 

GOOD”. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Having completed eleven years as Chairman, I have seen a lot of changes throughout Binley 

Woods, mostly for the better. Perhaps not this year as I would like to see the completion of the 

Parish Plan, but it could soon be time for a change at the helm. We have a strong and committed 

Community which has been endorsed by the number of returns of the questionnaires. We now 

have a better idea of the direction in which residents wish the village should progress.          

 

All your Councillors have given time and effort on behalf of Binley Woods and I would like to 

convey thanks to them for all their effort and support. Councillor Paul Howells has been unable 

to attend meetings due to family illness and bereavement, and our thoughts have been with him 

after his sad loss.   

 

Special thanks to Councillor Ken Short, who has basically put his life on hold whilst being lead 

on the Parish Plan. He has put so much time and effort into the project. Also to Councillor Steve 

Roberts for getting the Neighbourhood Watch back up and running. Something previous 

Councillors have tried and failed. 

 

Finally, thank you to all the Councillors and our Clerk, John Cook, for the hard work and 

enthusiasm throughout the term of office. We look forward to completing the Parish Plan and 

implementing many of the residents wishes that have been forthcoming from it. 


