
 

READING TO LEARN RESOURCES 
 

Thank you for being a Big through our Reading to Learn Mentoring program. All of this information can also be 
found on the Bigs’ Corner section of our website – www.bbbschatt.org.  

If you have any questions/concerns, please reach out to Jamie Kinsey, School-Based Specialist, at 
jamie@bbbschatt.org or 402.206.4862 

Other Tips 

- Pronunciation Guide: Watch here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBuA589kfMg 
- Students should read on or above their level. Use this site to look up the level of a book: 

https://bookwizard.scholastic.com/ 
 

 

 

 

http://www.bbbschatt.org/
mailto:jamie@bbbschatt.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBuA589kfMg
https://bookwizard.scholastic.com/


 

READING TO LEARN RESOURCES 
 

Activities for Foundational Literacy  

Category Activity  

Fluency  Choral Reading (model how to chorally read with a partner) 

Reread familiar texts (any book that is a favorite, practice 
rereading for expression, accuracy, and rate) 

Choose a book, read a sentence aloud using appropriate 
expression and pauses. Then, have your child mimic you, 

reading the same sentence and using the same expression and 
pauses. Repeat the game every few paragraphs as you read 

through the book 

Letter Names 
(appropriate for 
students who do not 
know letter names) 

Name Hunt - hide letters on sticky notes around the room or 
house.  Have child hunt for letters that make up their name or 

other familiar words 

Letter Sounds and 
Words Parts 

Choose a letter sound, then have your child find things around 
your house that start with the same sound. “Can you find 

something in our house that starts with the letter “p” pppppp 
sound? Picture, pencil, pear 

Objects in a bag - Put various objects in a brown paper bag and 
have the child reach in to pull out an object. Child says the 

beginning sound of the word, and writes the first letter 

Phonemic 
Awareness 

Practice beginning sounds with this simple "I spy" game at 
home, on a walk, or at the grocery store. Choose words with 
distinctive, easy-to-hear beginning sounds. For example, if 

you're in the bathroom you can say, “I spy something red that 
starts with the "s" ssss sound (soap).” 

While at the grocery store, have your child tell you the syllables 
in different food names. Have them hold up a finger for each 
word part. Eggplant = egg-plant, two syllables. Pineapple = 

pine-ap-ple, three syllables. Show your child the sign for each 
and ask her to say the word 

Rapid Naming 
(appropriate for 
students that are not yet 
reading or learning 
English) 

Look for easily recognizable symbols and play ''I Spy'' or 
matching games to help your child understand that visual 

images can symbolize the names of places and things as well 
as numbers 
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Sound/Symbol 
Recognition 

Letter tiles - Present and read a word ending to students (e.g. 
_at). Then have students pull a letter tile form the bag, place it in 
the initial position, and read the word. Students earn a point for 

each read word created. For extra practice, have students write 
the words, saying each sound as they write each letter 

https://www.themeasuredmom.com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/09/PrLtrTiles.pdf 

Label items (e.g. map, fan, pen, bag, rug) around the house with 
a consonant missing. Distribute letter cards to students and ask 
students to complete each word as they walk around the room. 

Sounding Out Words 
Trace and say - Have your child use a finger to trace a letter 
while saying the letter's sound. Your child can trace on paper, in 
sand, or on a plate of sugar. Next, see if your child can trace a 
simple two- or three-letter word (it, at, sat) and sound it out. 

 

Spelling *Model on Paper for Parents  

Create three columns on a sheet of paper. Label one column 
‘trace’, one ‘copy’, and one ‘remember’. Using your child’s 

spelling list or one you’ve created, write a list of words in the first 
column. Have your child trace the letters you have written, then 

copy them in the next column. Lastly, cover the first two 
columns with a sheet of paper and have your child write the 

word in the third column from memory. 

 

 

Trace  Copy Remember 

Cat Cat  
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Staircase Spelling 

Have your child practice writing words in a staircase pattern. 
Start with the first letter of the word on one line, add one more 
letter on the next line, and continue until the word is complete. 

For example: 

W 

Wr 

Wri 

Writ 

Write 

Comprehension  Comprehension Beach Ball  

● Who is the main character? How do you know? 
● What happened at the beginning? Show me in the text.  
● What happened at the end? Show me in the text.  
● What was the conflict in the story? Show me in the text.  
● What is the setting? Show me in the text.  
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