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New York COVID -19 Guidelines 

In-Person and Catered Events:

No holding in-person catered events between midnight and 5 a.m.

Responsible parties must maintain sufficient employee or event staff.

Security/staff will be responsible for enforcing health and safety requirements.

Performing arts/ entertainment venues can open at 33% capacity.

Large indoor arena capacity increases to 25% on May 19th

Large outdoor event venues can increase spectator capacity to 33%

Occupancy:

Can have more than one event on the same premises at the same time.

Each event must stay separate from the other.

Attendees at different events can not interact with each other.

Restroom capacity must be limited.

Must wear face coverings and maintain social distancing.

Local Health Department Notice: 

Notify the county health department if you plan to host an in-person event above the State’s limit. 

Areas with cluster zones have lower social gathering limits. 

Events above the social gathering limit must submit event details (form) to local health authorities.

Must submit form at least 5 days in advance of the event date.

Inspection by local health authorities may occur.  

Contact info, event name/function, event address, event date/time, event duration, expected 
number of attendees, expected number of event staff and location on premises/floor plan of 
event must be included in this form.

Contact Information for Tracing:

Must require each attendee to sign-in before or immediately upon arrival to the event.

Full name, date of birth, address, email and phone number of attendee should be included
at sign-in for potential contact tracing.  

Sign-in can be conducted through digital application or paper form.

Must have a record of the sign-in data for at least 28 days and make this data available 
to State/Local health authorities upon request.

If all attendees show proof of full vaccination or recent negative test prior to 
entry, capacity can increase to 150 indoor and 500 outdoor. 



Screening Testing

All attendees have to receive a negative diagnostic COVID test using a PCR or other nucleic acid
amplification test (NAAT) swab.

PCR or NAAT tests must be perfmored/collected within 72 hours of the event start.

These antigen tests must meet all requirements and standards set by the DOH.

Health Screening:

Mandatory health screening for employees, event staff and attendees prior to the event.

Health screenings consist of questions regarding current/recent COVID symptoms, close 
contact with confirmed or suspected COVID cases, recent positive COVID test and compliance
with State’s travel advisory.

Distancing: 

Must ensure that all attendees practice social distancing (at least 6 feet apart) unless the attendees
are of the same party/family/household. 

May also accept negative test results from a FDA authorized antigen test performed and collected 
with 6 hours of event start time.

All attendees must show proof of negative diagnostic test results through mobile app or paper 
form immediately upon arrival. 

Responsible Parties may offer to perform FDA-authorized antigen testing on premises, for
attendees within 6 hours of the event.

These requirements include timely and complete reporting of test results to the Department’s Electronic
Clinic Laboratory Reporting System (ECLRS).

However, diagnostic testing is still recommended, and venues can choose to require testing. 

Employees and event staff must also be tested through a diagnostic test prior to events.

Employees and event staff must be tested biweekly for as long as they are actively engaged in 
hosting/ interacting with attendees at events. 

Employees may also show proof that they have received the vaccine at least 14 days prior to the event.

Excelsior Pass is recommended for showing proof of testing/immunization.

Any attendee who does not show proof of a negative diagnostic test or proof of immunization 
will be denied entry into the event.

Must assign each attendee/group to a table or area while eating/drinking during the event.

Appropriate physical barriers should be installed.

Touchless systems for transactions (check-in) may be implemented. 

Must post appropriate signs notifying attendees of social distancing requirements at the event.

While waiting for PCR,NAAT or antigen test results, attendees should monitor symptoms of COVID and 
continue to follow mask mandates and social distancing guidelines. 

Attendees can provide proof that they received the COVID vaccine at least 14 days prior to the event. 



Face Covering:

All attendees, employees, and event staff must wear acceptable face coverings at all times.

Attendees may remove their mask if they are sitting at their assigned table to eat/drink.

Face covering requirement applies to everyone over the age of 2 and can medically tolerate the covering.

Attendee can remove mask if they are speaking/presenting at the event. Must maintain 12 feet distance
from other attendees.

Activities:

Must ensure that attendees are not congregating. Everyone should be at their assigned table.

Attendees should only stand when permitted (entrance/exit, restroom, buffet). 

Cocktail hours are allowed, however attendees must maintain social distance, they can only remove
masks when eating/drinking while seated.

Attendees cannot remove their face mask and cannot consume food/drinks if members of different
groups are within six feet.

Live music, entertainment (DJ) and dancing are permitted, but have restrictions.

Live music performers who are unmasked, must be separated from attendees either by 12 feet
or an appropriate physical barrier.

Select attendees can participate in ceremonial dances (first dance at wedding) with their 
group/household/family. Must stay six feet away from other attendee groups. 

Attendees can only dance with their immediate group/household/family.

There should be clearly marked zones for each group to dance in, maintaining the distance between each party. 

Ideally, each dancing zone will be 36 sq/ft.

Attendees must wear face coverings while in their assigned dancing zone, and cannot enter
other dancing zones.

Must post appropriate signs notifying attendees of face covering requirements at the event. 

Controlled Movement: 

Must make sure that all attendees are confirmed in advance (guest list)

This is done to ensure compliance with occupancy requirements, plan movement of individuals and
prevent unnecessary congregation. (entrance/exits, restroom).

Must designate points of entry and exit throughout the premises.

Should develop a system to stagger the entry and exit of attendees (timed entry, distanced waiting zone).

Should limit amenities/event services (coat check, valet, parking attendant).

If event services are included, additional protective measures should be adopted.

Contactless transactions, frequent cleaning/disinfection of shared equipment or surfaces, disposable gloves. 

Should provide one-directional paths for attendees on floor and stairs.


