
Vestland County  
A county with hardworking
people, a tradition for value creation
and a culture of cooperation
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Power through cooperation
Vestland has the sea, fjords, mountains and capable people. 
People who have lived with, and off the land and its natural 
resources for thousands of years. People who set goals, 
and who never give up until the job is done. People who take 
care of one another and our environment. People who take 
responsibility for their work, improving their knowledge and 
for value creation. People who enjoy living in a region ranked 
as one of the prime tourist destinations in the world. 

Vestland County Council has set some challenging goals 
for the future. We intend to become a zero-emission county 
and a leading region in value creation. We will achieve this 
through cooperation between our excellent universities and 
research institutions ; a diversified and ambitious business 
community, and politicians with knowledge and a culture for 
decision-making that ensures good solutions for everyone. 
The County Council follows targeted plans for key areas: 
schools, transport and accessibility. The aim is to create a 
community that provides good opportunities for work, value 
creation and quality of life.

Inhabitants of Western Norway are not afraid of change and 
transition. 

• Knowledge of the sea and fishing has provided a foundation 
for marine and fish farming industries, which are amongst 
our major export industries. 

• The shipbuilding industry, maritime expertise and knowledge 
of the sea and subsea have all been essential for building 
what today, is a leading global oil and offshore industry. 

•  In 2014, the world’s first electric ferry began operating in the 
Sognefjord. Cooperation between a County Council that sets 
demanding procurement conditions and ambitious shipping 
and technology companies is essential if we are to succeed 
on the journey towards emission-free land and sea transport.

• Vestland County has by far the largest production of hydro-
power in Norway. This has been the foundation for much off 
our industrial development.

• We are ready to take on new challenges together as the world 
changes. Now, communities in Vestland are working together 
on the world’s largest project for subsea CO2 storage. 

Experience from power-intensive industrialisation, metallur-
gical production for global markets, collaboration and major 
developments within the oil industry are all important when 
planning future sustainable business sectors. We have avai-
lable land, we have hydroelectric power for industry develop-
ment and water, and we have people with knowledge and 
skills who can work together as a team. In addtion we have a 
culture for local cooperation and experience in collaborating 
with international business. 

It is with this spirit of cooperation and confidence in the 
future that we now want to show you why Vestland County is 
the best location for world class battery cell production. 

Jon Askeland
County Mayor of Vestland County Council
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Why Vestland?

Energy production and export
Vestland is by far the biggest producer of 
energy in Norway, the biggest exporter of 

goods, and have long industrial history

Highly competent workforce
Universities, colleges, vocational schools and  

research institutions in close cooperation with 
industries ensure a highly competent workforce

An attractive residential  
and employment region  

with stunning nature, cultural opportunities, 
recreational activities, and a variety of businesses

Considerable access to expertise from the process industries, 
metallurgical production and supply value chain

Long traditions in industrial culture and historical 
heritage. Strong knowledge and business clusters 

Well-developed infrastructure and potential 
for realising circular business models

Norway’s largest export county, with a long 
tradition for international cooperation.

Coastline and ports – logistically strategic 
location 

Infrastructure and good international 
accessibility 

Good access to commercial land

Wide cooperation between public and pri-
vate sectors to realise zero-emission goals 
and energy transformation

Bergen – a vibrant urban centre for trade, 
services and city life

Always close to nature and world class 
tourist attractions

Strong knowledge and business clusters 
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11 %
of Norwegian value 

creation

17 %
of national mainland 

export

12 %
of the Norwegian 

workforce

23 %
of Norwegian hydro- 
electricity production16 %

of Norwegian students

NOK 306 billion in 2019

NOK 73 billion in 2019

317,000 employed in Vestland in 2019

31,000 GWh in 2019

45,000 students in 2019
Sources: «Vestlandsscenarioene 2020» av EY, tilgj. frå  
https://bit.ly/3qbEHfl og SSB tabellar 07984, 08308, 10482. 

https://bit.ly/3qbEHfl
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Our locations
Municipalities in Vestland County with applicants to host 
the battery factory for Equinor, Hydro and Panasonic

Alver/ Austrheim
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Energy production 
and export

Vestland is by far the biggest 
producer of energy in Norway, 

the biggest exporter of goods, and 
have long industrial history.

Norsk Hydro ASA
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Vestland is the country’s leading energy producing county – clean and renewable

«BKK, along with Statnett, has been responsible for 
Vestland’s energy system for 100 years, and we are 
committed to paving the way for the establishment 
of new industries in the region. We will assume our 
share of the responsibility to ensure that Vestland 

succeeds in its green transition.»
Jannicke Hilland, CEO of BKK

«Sogn og Fjordane’s energy system produces three 
times as much power as it uses. We have sufficient 

power for the establishment of a new major industry 
and will work to ensure a safe and secure power 

supply for new industries in the area.»

Asgeir Aase, CEO of Nett i Linja AS (Sogn og Fjordane Energi)

 -  5 000  10 000  15 000  20 000  25 000  30 000  35 000

Oslo

Troms og Finnmark

Møre og Romsdal

Innlandet

Trøndelag

Rogaland

Agder

Vestfold og Telemark

Viken

Nordland

Vestland

GWh

Produksjon av elektrisk kraft (GWh) i 2019

16 926

31 037

15 949

13 263

13 192

10 570

9 726

9 310

7 788

6 917

151

Production of electric power (GWh) in 2019

Kjelde: SSB tabell 08308.
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Industrial culture with global competitiveness
The culture of Western Norway is open to external impulses, initiatives and experience from international contacts and collaboration. Through 
trade, shipping and industrial development, we have learned to set high goals, cooperate across cultures, and succeed in international competition. 

Norwegian goods export in 2020 per  
production county (million NOK)

Goods export from Vestland per 
product group (2020)

Employees in various export-ori-
ented industries (2018)
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https://bit.ly/3qbEHfl


1970 – Western Norway – 
The shipbuilding industry in 
Western Norway transitions 
from shipbuilding to offshore 
constructions, and becomes 
a global leader in these 
markets.
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1850- Bergen - 
Development of textile produ-
ction based on access to local 
hydropower. Companies along 
the fjords in Western Norway 
quickly became leaders in 
their markets and several are 
still in operation.

1905 - Kvam – 
Industrial development in 
Hardanger begins with the 
production of calcium carbide 
near Bjølvefossen waterfall in 
Ålvik. Today, Elkem produces 
ferrosilicon in Ålvik.

1906- Ullensvang –  
Access to electric power 
and new metallurgical 
knowledge provides the 
foundation for the develop-
ment of the first smelters in 
Tyssedal and Odda.

1907 - Høyanger –  
Production of sodium 
begins at Vadheim 
Electrochemical factories.

1908 - Askvoll –  
The first aluminium factory 
in the Nordic region is 
established in Stongfjorden.

1918 - Bremanger –  
Development of power resour-
ces around Ålfoten provides 
the foundation for zinc 
production in Svelgen. Today, 
Elkem Bremanger produces 
ferrosilicon in Svelgen.

1947 - Årdal –  
Årdal Verk is established 
and continues to develop 
its production of electricity 
and aluminium, which began 
during the war. Today, Årdal 
is a cornerstone of Hydro’s 
aluminium production.

1965 - Kvinnherad – 
Electricity production in the 
mountains of Sunnhordland 
laid the foundation for alumi-
nium production in Husnes. 
Today, the aluminium factory 
is part of Hydro.

1975 - Austrheim – The 
Oil Age gains momentum, 
and Equinor’s refinery 
and shipping terminal at 
Mongstad commences 
production.

1988 - Øygarden –  
Hydro begins shipping 
oil from its oil terminal at 
Sture.

1996 - Øygarden –  
The gas processing plant at 
Kollsnes starts operating, 
and is an important link in 
the European energy supply 
chain.

Stone Age Bømlo –  
Greenstone is extracted at 
Hespriholmen, and trans-
ported for use in Stone Age 
communities throughout 
southern Scandinavia.

Long tradition for industry and value creation

800-1900 evt.  
Hyllestad –  
Industrial production 
and export of millsto-
nes to large parts of 
Northern Europe.

1916 – Høyanger –  
Construction of the alumi-
nium factory in Høyanger 
commences. Products from 
Høyang become renowned 
nationwide. This factory 
has been part of Hydro 
since.
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A county with a 
global outlook

Bergen Flesland Airport is a central traffic hub for the Bergen region and Western 
Norway. Other airports in Vestland include Florø, Førde, Sogndal, Stord and San-
dane. Flesland has 70 direct routes, 29 of which are international (not including 
charter flights). In 2019, 7 million airline passengers were transported to and 
from airports in Vestland.

More than 50 million tonnes of goods were shipped through major ports in Vest-
land in 2019, and ¾ of these goods were transported through foreign ports. Many 
of the larger industrial businesses also own their own quay facilities. There are 
more than 100 ISPS ports in Vestland.

More than 1.2 million tonnes of goods were shipped by train on the Bergen 
railway (Bergen–Oslo) in 2017. In 2024, the country’s first zero-emission freight 
terminal will open in Bergen, doubling its original capacity. 

Sources: SSB tabellar 08507, 10916, Avinor, Bergen Havn, Rapporten ”Godstransport på Vestlandet” frå Statens Vegvesen og BANENOR
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Highly skilled 
and competent 

workforce
Universities, colleges, vocational schools and research 

institutions in close cooperation with industries ensure 
a skilled and highly competent workforce



Diversity and cooperation for sustainable development 

Business clusters and  
company networks
Strong business clusters and company networks 
in the offshore industry, energy sector and IT.

Research and development
Vestland has strong communities in the fields 
of research and academia. A total of 11 resear-
ch institutes and NOK 10 billion are invested in 
research in the county.

Education
45,000 students in higher education, 9000 
vocational school pupils, and 1600 public 
higher vocational college students.

«Vestland has major business clus-
ters that offer a strong and vibrant 
innovation ecosystem, with a large 
international network. This provides 
access to strong technological 
expertise and business development 
environments, and an international 
export-oriented business commu-
nity, which a battery factory can 
capitalise on.»

Owe Hagesæther, 
CEO of GCE Ocean Technology

13
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Knowledge communities supporting transition
«The University of Bergen is a research university with a 

high level of competence in a broad range of subjects. This 
includes both basic research and education that is relevant 

for energy transformation, energy storage and battery 
technology. We are well-prepared for cooperation with the 

sustainable businesses of the future»
Margareth Hagen, acting Rector at the University of Bergen
The University of Bergen (UiB) has about 18,500 students

«The Norwegian School of Economics (NHH) is one 
of the top European business schools, with 3600 

students and 400 staff members. Strategy, economics 
and management are at the core of our research and 

education. In order to solve the challenges of the 
future, we have in recent years increased our focus on 

technology, sustainability and innovation.»
Øystein Thøgersen, Rector of the Norwegian School of Economics (NHH)

The Norwegian School of Economics (NHH) has 3600 students and 400 employees.

«The Western Norway University of Applied Sciences is well situa-
ted in Western Norway, with five campuses in the county. We also 
have a global outlook and active cooperation with business com-
munities. The green shift is a central component in all our study 

and research programmes. 
We welcome the arrival of a new battery factory to Norway’s big-

gest energy and export region, a vibrant cluster for green transition. 
We will do our utmost to continue our strong tradition of knowledge 

cooperation.»
Gunnar Yttri, Rector of the Western Norway University of Applied Sciences 

The Western Norway University of Applied Sciences (HVL) has 17,000 students 

«Fagskulen i Vestland (Vestland Higher Vocational College) has 
a close cooperation with local and regional businesses, and its 

programmes of study are adapted to the labour market.
Fagskulen i Vestland collaborates with Corvus Energy AS as a 

partner in the EU strategic Eramsus+ project ALBATTS – Alliance 
for Batteries Technology, Training and Skills – to ensure the proper 

training for a competent workforce in battery production.»
Torbjørn Mjelstad, Rector of Fagskulen i Hordaland (Hordaland Higher Vocational College)  

and Project Rector ofVestland Higher Vocational College
Fagskulen i Vestland is the largest higher vocational college in the country,  

with approximately 1600 students and 9 campuses.
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Abundant access to skilled and highly competent labor

• Vestland has more than 320,000 employees resident in the county.
• 176,000 have a higher education and 17,000 have a higher vocational 

college degree.
• 57,500 are employed in the most industrial-oriented occupations.

Sources: Førebels tal frå Kunnskapsgrunnlag kompetanse 2020 levert av SSB og SSB tabellar 08921, 07984. 

«The realisation of a battery 
factory in a region with strong 

competence and natural advanta-
ges will have a significant ripple 

effect on jobs, value creation and 
competence development, and 

will enable us to take an important 
step towards reaching our climate 

goals.»

Grete Karin Berg, Regional Director of NHO  
Vestlandet on behalf of 3400 member businesses

«Vestland County has a diversified 
business structure consisting of 
companies with a high level of 

competence, the ability to adapt, 
and an international level of ambi-
tion. Vestland’s business commu-
nities have the best conditions for 
supporting the establishment of a 
battery factory and other sustaina-

ble businesses.»
Marit Warncke, Næringsalliansen i Vestland  
(Vestland Business Alliance), on behalf of  

15 business associations

653 

3 287 

6 124 

8 117 

9 376 

9 846 

10 809 

11 134 

16 976 

 -  4 000  8 000  12 000  16 000

Service and installation technicians within 
electronics, telecommunications and ICT

Technical construction workers

Electricians, etc.

Bygningsarbeidarar

Metal and machine workers

Mathematicians and natural scientists, 
civil engineers, etc.

Process and machine operators

Transport workers and operators of mobile
machinery, etc.

Engineers, etc.

Employees in selected occupations in Vestland (4th quarter 2019)

«LO Vestland (Norwegian Confe-
deration of Trade Unions Vestland) 
represents approximately 100,000 
individuals who are creative, eager 

to learn and adaptable. We are 
ready to build a new, sustainable 

industry in our county.»
Roger Pilskog, Regional Head of LO Vestland,  

on behalf of 100,000 members



Leading role in electrification 
and green transition
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•  The world’s largest market share of electric cars in new car sales (70% of Q4 in 2020)

•  The world’s highest concentration of low- and zero-emission ships. 31 electric ferries are now 
in operation in Vestland 

 •  The world’s largest procurement for low- and zero-emission high-speed crafts in 2021 

 •  Mandate for zero-emission taxis by 2024 

 •  Ambition to be among the first in the world with scheduled electric aircraft 

•  All buses run by the County Council are fossil fuel free in the Bergen area, including 112 
electric buses 

•  The world’s leading business cluster in low-emission shipping technology

 •  Northern Lights – World-leading value chain for the transport and storage of CO2

The County Council has set a 
goal for Vestland to become a 
driving force for climate change 
adaptation and zero emissions 
by 2030.
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An attractive region  
for work and life 

  
...with stunning nature, cultural opportunities, 

recreational activities, and a variety of businesses
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Fjords, mountains and 
enthusiasm
Vestland, with its fjords and mountains, is one of the world’s prime tourist 
destinations. The inhabitants of Western Norway enjoy living and working in 
a region rich in natural beauty with a wide range of activities on offer. People 
in Western Norway are social and outgoing, and they are enthusiastic to 
welcome new people in their thriving community.

”We work in a global market. We rely on access to the 
best people in order to succeed. In Western Norway, 
we have world-leading application competence, and 
we live and work in an attractive community. This is 

crucial for young, talented people.”

Geir Bjørkeli, CEO of Corvus Energy

Foto: Eivind Senneseth/Bergen kommune
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