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Welcome to the latest AVBIG Newsletter and my first President‘s report. I would 

like to thank AVBIG‘s Past President, Gaille Perry, for her hard work and amazing 

commitment in her various roles with AVBIG. Gaille is the quintessential multi-

tasker and there are more details below about her on-going contribution for AVBIG 

members!  

 

I would also like to say how grateful I am to the previous AVBIG Committee as a 

whole for providing such a sound base to work from.  It has been a privilege to work 

with such a fantastic group of people. Quite a few committee members have gener-

ously agreed to continue volunteering on the committee and their experience and 

knowledge will be very valuable. I also have every hope that some of the new blood 

on the committee will ensure that the services to our members become even better 

during my term of Presidency. There are details about the new committee later in 

this edition. 

 

It was wonderful to see so many vets attending the Behaviour Stream at the 2010 

AVA Conference in Brisbane. The recognition of the importance of behavioural 

medicine has certainly grown in recent years and the Behaviour Stream was second 

only to the Small Animal Stream for attendance at most sessions. There is a brief 

report below for those of you who were not fortunate enough to be there with us. 

Plans are already afoot for next year‘s conference; so watch this space for more de-

tails in the near future. Suffice to say it is shaping up to be another wonderful 

chance for cutting edge continuing education. 

 

Your AVBIG Committee has also been busy making our voice heard on issues that 

are important to our profession and our clients. A submission was put forward to 

various politicians with respect to a Department of Primary Industry Survey on Dan-

gerous Dogs and proposed changes to legislation with respect to this issue in Victo-

ria. The recent changes in the law here in Victoria are included in ―plain English‖ in 

this newsletter. I think it is likely these will be of interest to practitioners in other 

States, as well as our Victorian members. 

A submission has also been put forward to the AVA board in relation to training 

methods for dogs. This may be useful for upcoming press releases. 

 

My primary focus as in-coming President is on providing member benefits. The new 

Committee has already taken part in two Teleconferences to address an array of is-

sues that we hope will add value to your membership. In the near future you will be 

emailed a short survey that will ask you about the services you think are most im-

portant. This will allow the Committee to concentrate our efforts where they are 

most valued. 

NEWSLETTER OF THE AUSTRALIAN VETERINARY BEHAVIOUR INTEREST GROUP   

A special interest group of the Australian Veterinary Association 
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I have recently completed a full day seminar with the Australian Institute of Company Directors 

which was an introduction to Governance for New Directors. It was an informative and very well 

presented seminar. I will do my best to ensure that AVBIG functions in a manner that ensures our 

legal obligations are met and that our actions are morally and ethically sound.  

 

Members are always welcome to contact me with feedback or ideas on improvements to AVBIG 

member services. We are in the process of organising the next AVBIG ―stand alone‖ seminar. If any 

members would like to contribute to this process – in any way – then your assistance would be great-

ly appreciated. 

 

I‘ll sign off with a warm welcome to any new AVBIG members and a hope that members, both old 

and new, will continue to make this SIG a vital and relevant part of our profession. 

 

Debbie 

AVA CONFERENCE 2010 
Veterinarians from all across Australia (and a 

fair few from across the ditch) gathered in 

Brisbane towards the end of May for the big 

learning fest and social occasion that is the 

annual AVA conference, this year made even 

bigger by combining with the NZVA to pro-

duce the Pan Pacific Veterinary Conference. 

One of the key attractions was a relevant and 

stimulating behaviour stream organised by 

AVBIG who had been fortunate enough to 

attract the talented Sarah Heath over from the 

United Kingdom. Sarah is a brilliant speaker 

and soon had the room bursting at the seams 

with delegates. Reports suggest that attend-

ance at the behaviour stream was second on-

ly to that of the ASAVA stream. This is a 

very encouraging sign for all interested in the 

development of behaviour as a veterinary 

entity in this country. 

Sarah worked hard throughout the week cov-

ering topics such as the role of pain in behav-

iour, rehoming practices and feline behav-

ioural issues. She was ably supported by 

Kevin Stafford who spoke on the interconnection 

between behavioural issues and obesity and Kersti 

Seksel who revealed results from a promising trial 

she had conducted with DAP collars. For those 

lucky enough to obtain a place, the week finished 

off with a workshop on parrot training using a 

group of very intelligent and entertaining birds. 

It was not all hard work of course, with the AVBIG 

dinner being held at a local Turkish restaurant a 

short walk from the convention centre on the Tues-

day evening. Conversation was lively as the group 

let their hair down and dined al fresco in the balmy 

Brisbane weather. The week also marked the 

launch of Reconcile (fluoxetine) by Elanco, an 

event celebrated with a breakfast.   

For those interested, proceedings are available for 

viewing on SciQuest which can be accessed 

through the AVA website. 

AVBIG is currently finalising details for another 

outstanding behaviour stream which will run at the 

Adelaide AVA conference next year in May. As 

another renowned international behaviourist will be 

making the trip over to speak, I recommend that 

you mark these dates in your diary as a ‗must do‘. 



  

 

Rapid increases in population ageing and the associated rise in the prevalence of dementia have created 

many challenges for the care of older people with dementia. As the majority of people now living in resi-

dential aged care facilities (RACFs) now have dementia, the need to maximise the quality of life for this 

group is increasingly recognised. While such issues have attracted research and policy attention in recent 

years, the evidence base for practice in dementia care is still underdeveloped. The need for more effective 

therapeutic interventions to improve the quality of life for older people with dementia is recognised, particu-

larly those living in RACFs. The use of pets is one example of recent attempts to help create a more home-

like environment and dog therapy is available in many facilities. Well designed research to demonstrate 

whether it actually has a positive impact on residents‘ quality of life is lacking.  

This study is the first reported randomised controlled trial investigating dog therapy for people with demen-

tia. Fifty-five older people with mild to moderate dementia living in three residential aged care facilities in 

the Greater Brisbane area participated in this study. The goal was to identify whether dog therapy accrued 

any benefits to residents‘ well being and compare the benefits, if any, with human-only therapy interven-

tion. The main hypothesis was that dog contact delivered in a small group recreational therapy format would 

have a beneficial effect on the well being of participants. It was additionally hypothesised that prior and cur-

rent positive relationships with dogs would be related to improved outcomes of dog therapy and support a 

human-animal bond explanation of relationship development with the therapy dog(s).  

Participants were randomly assigned into two groups within each facility: The dog therapy group and a hu-

man-only therapy group. Session plans were structured according to a recreational therapy format. Three 

therapy dogs were used (a miniature Poodle, a Staffordshire Terrier and a German Shepherd Dog) with one 

dog present at any dog therapy session A before-and-after design was used with concealment of participants 

at allocation. Mixed methods were used including a panel of seven validated psychometric instruments, an 

observational measure and a series of four novel questionnaires, dogs for older groups with  

Alzheimer‘s (DOGA), developed de novo specifically to investigate the effects of dog therapy on partici-

pants within this study.  

Measures of mood, quality of life, health and psychosocial functioning, collectively referred to as well-

being, detected benefits accruing to dog therapy participants compared with human-only therapy that ap-

proached significance (p = .056) with a large effect size (partial eta squared 16.6%). A different measure of 

mood and apathy showed similar improvement for participants of both therapy types trialed with analyses of 
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The Welfare of Therapy Dogs in a Residential Aged Care Setting 

Abstract of PhD thesis of Dr. Jacqueline Perkins BVSc hons MACVSc (Veterinary Behaviour) BA RPN 

2010 AGM SUMMARY 
The 2010 AGM for AVBIG was held on the 25th May, 2010 at the Brisbane Convention Centre. 

The new committee was announced (see previous page) during the AGM. 

The financial report stated that there had been an increase in AVBIG funds of $33000 over the previous 

year, due to successful seminars (Coppinger, Lindsay and the MMPB breakfast) being held. 

Questions were asked about the value and ordering process of the Journal of Veterinary Behaviour and it 

was decided to survey the membership about the perceived value of the journal to members. 

The 2011 AGM will be held during the AVA conference in Adelaide. All members are invited to attend. 

AVBIG 

ACKNOWLEDGES 

HILL’S SUPPORT 

OF OUR STUDENT 

MEMBERS 



  

 

By Jackie Perkins 

Science Week 2010 was exhilarating and by far the best ever at-

tended for our Chapter. Even with the larger room on the ground 

floor, delegates were in the hallways and unable to get a seat! With 

TWO international speakers, Prof Gary Landsberg (aka 

"GAZZA") and Sagi Denenberg  (aka "DENO"), paediatricians 

and gory croc attack details, there were lots of laughs and learning. 

While DENO had volume problems and GAZZA had altitude 

problems, DENO had the audience eating out of his hand with his 

european accent and tall, dark good looks. We heard about 

"chunder down under" and "narcissistic insults" and discovered 

that the practice of paediatric psychiatry is indeed very similar to 

that of animal behaviour. As the convenors for SW2012, Kim Ken-

dall and myself shall do our very best to provide an even better 

program! 

ACVSc Science Week 2010 

 

BIG NEWS 

 

a smaller dataset (n = 36) revealing an overall highly significant result (p=.008) and large effect size (partial 

eta squared = 25.6%) for all participants.  

To explore the perceptions of care staff to the dog therapy intervention, a self-complete semi-structured ques-

tionnaire was completed by a sample of 21 from two of the study facilities. Content analysis revealed that staff 

overwhelmingly supported dog therapy with a total of 84 comments about benefits and 22 about risks. Re-

sponses were categorised and then linked into emergent themes: a temporal dimension, sense of self and in-

creased opportunities for self expression. The opportunity provided by the therapy dog for accessible caring 

physical contact for participants was identified as important. General recreational therapy goals such as im-

proved mood, reminiscence and increased levels of conversation were reported by staff to continue beyond 

interventions. The observed risks were: confusion over dog ownership, subsequent worry about losing the dog 

after sessions, jealousy over the therapy dog and one participant did not enjoy the small group format.  

Participants described their experiences of contact with the therapy dog as ―like‖ above ―attached‖. Personal 

preference explanations are therefore supported, rather than ―attachment‖, to explain outcomes for participants. 

This suggests the psychosocial approach has greater relevance here than human-animal bond explanations. Ef-

fects of previous dog attachment on outcomes were inconclusive but there was some evidence that partici-

pants‘ relationship with the therapy dog(s) influenced outcomes, though the nature of that relationship has not 

been clarified.  

Recommendations from the study findings are that dog therapy be conducted for people with mild to moderate 

levels of dementia in groups of 3-11 for a duration of around 10 weeks with sessions for 30 minutes held once 

or twice weekly and according to a standard format.  

Opportunities for participants to touch, hug and interact directly with the therapy dog should be maximised 

without compromising dog welfare. The findings suggest that respect for the personhood of participants is im-

portant to the success of the therapy types trialled, which further supports psychosocial therapies involving 

contact with people or live animals for use with people with dementia over those that minimise or exclude it.  

 

Jackie’s full thesis is available from the University of Queensland library. 

 

ACVSc Veterinary Behaviour chapter members and 

Science Week speakers enjoying Chinese cuisine in 

Surfers Paradise 
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PRESIDENT — Debbie Calnon 

AVBIGPresident@gmail.com  

PRESIDENT ELECT —  Andrew O‘Shea 

AVBIGPresidentElect@gmail.com  

PAST PRESIDENT & POLICY ADVISOR - Gaille Perry 

AVBIGPastPresident@gmail.com  

MINUTES SECRETARY — Katrina Ward 

AVBIGMinutesSecretary@gmail.com  

PUBLICITY OFFICER — Kathy Macmillan 

AVBIGPublicityOfficer@gmail.com  

TREASURER  — Dianne Van Rooy 

AVBIGTreasurer@gmail.com  

DISCUSSION GROUP MODERATOR — Linda Beer 

AVBIGDiscussionGroupModerator@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE MEMBER — Robert Holmes 

AVBIGExecutiveWithoutPortfolio@gmail.com  

SECRETARY — Caroline Perrin 

AVBIGSecretary@gmail.com  

 

Please feel free to contact us with any AVBIG queries 

Committee Member Profile — Dr Katrina Ward 

AVBIG COMMITTEE 

Katrina Ward (BVSc, MACVSc, CMAVA) is a Tasma-

nian veterinarian, graduating from the University of 

Queensland in 1992 with the AVA Student Award. She 

has worked in mixed practice, locumed in England, fo-

cused on small animal medicine and surgery and in 2008 

became a MACVSc in Veterinary Behaviour. 

She is married and has 9 year old twins. She has been a 

committee member of the Tasmanian division of the 

AVA and is involved with her local Dog‘s Home, Cat 

Centre, Obedience Clubs, and Dog Walking Associa-

tions.  

Since July 2009 Katrina has been working solely as a 

behavioural consultant and this year happily joined the 

committee of AVBIG, eager to help promote this vital 

aspect of veterinary medicine, animal welfare and the survival of compassionate human-animal bonds. 

BIG News 
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BIG News 

AVBIG in 2005, decided to set up a yahoo group for members so that they had a forum to discuss cases, 

ask for advice, or to inform other members about behaviour cases they were seeing.   

The AVBIG Discussion group is a moderated list, where ANY current AVBIG member can post a behav-

iour related question or item.  The list is also a way for the AVBIG committee to inform members of up-

coming events, seminars, and conferences that might be of interest to members. 

 There are two ways you can get on board the list if 

you are not already a discussion group member.  

You can log onto Yahoo groups (if you are 

already a member or are on other chat 

groups through Yahoo! this is the easiest 

way) and then send a request to join the 

AVBIG group. Finding the group is easi-

est using the ‗search for a group‘ function 

– type in AVBIG and the group should 

show.  Click on ‗Join this group‘.  This 

application will be forwarded to the list 

manager, who will then check you are a 

current member of AVBIG before accept-

ing you. 

Alternatively, you can send an email to Dr 

Linda Beer –  

doggydoctor@iprimus.com.au – and she will 

then send you an invitation via Yahoo! – 

you will then need to follow the prompts 

in the email to join the list. 

 The main thing is to make sure we have your cor-

rect email address – especially if you want the dis-

cussion group emails to go to an email address that 

is different to the one the AVA has recorded for 

you.  If you want to update or change your address, 

you can log into your Yahoo user ID and change 

the nominated email address for each group you are a member of. 

So if you are not on the discussion list – why not get on board and make use of this AVBIG member bene-

fit.  Don‘t be afraid to post either….everybody can learn when cases are put up, and there are no silly ques-

tions!! 

AVBIG DISCUSSION GROUP 

HAVE YOU JOINED YET? 
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The Government has introduced new laws to better protect the community from dangerous dogs.  

Councils now have more powers to deal with aggressive and unidentified dogs found wandering the streets. 

If a dog is found wandering at large in public and is unregistered or unidentifiable, and the Authorised Of-

ficer believes that dog is a danger to the public (eg has attacked or is likely to attack), the dog can be seized 

and impounded, and if unclaimed by the owner within 48 hours, the dog can be euthanased. 

If a dog that has previously been declared as a Dangerous Dog (due to attack) is found wandering at large, it 

can be seized and impounded, and euthanased after 24 hours. Owners must contact the council within 24 

hours of impoundment if they wish to prove there were mitigating circumstances for the dog being at large 

(if this can be proven, the owner may be able to reclaim the dog).  

If a dog is behaving in such a way that an Authorised Officer believes it will cause imminent serious injury 

or death to a person or other animal, the Officer can immediately destroy that dog without delay. 

Remember, if your dog is impounded under the new dangerous dog laws, you must contact the Council 

pound within 48 hours (or 24 hours if the dog has previously been declared Dangerous). 

Bigger penalties 

The community does not tolerate wandering dogs, and expects owners of dogs that attack to be dealt with 

firmly. For this reason the Government has recently doubled the penalties for owners of dogs found wander-

ing at large and dogs involved in serious attacks. 

The penalties for failing to register and identify pets have also recently been doubled. 

Protection for responsible dog owners 

Responsible dog owners will not be affected by these laws. Registering, identifying and keeping dogs on 

your property will prevent the possibility of them being seized and impounded. 

All cats and dogs must be registered annually with the local council from 3 months of age. They must wear 

their council identification marker whenever they are off the property.  

Registering your dog or cat greatly improves their chances of being returned to you if they become lost. But 

registration fees provide a whole range of other important services too. For more information, visit 

www.dpi.vic.gov.au/pets  

Other new laws 

New laws have also been introduced that will affect owners of Menacing, Dangerous and Restricted Breed 

Dogs. For further details, visit www.dpi.vic.gov.au/animalwelfare , or call 136 186. 

VICTORIAN DPI INFORMATION SHEET: 

New dangerous dog laws to protect the community 
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The Government has introduced new laws for owners of declared Menacing and Dangerous Dogs.  

Owners of Menacing Dogs 

The definition of a ―Menacing Dog‖ has recently been expanded under the Domestic Animals Act 1994. 

A dog that causes a non serious bite injury to a person or animal can be declared by the Council as a Men-

acing Dog. This is in addition to the existing power to declare a dog to be Menacing if it rushes at or chas-

es a person. 

If you already own a declared Menacing Dog, and you receive more than two infringements for failing to 

comply with muzzling and leash requirements or because your dog has attacked or rushed again, your dog 

can automatically be declared Dangerous (which involves strict housing and ownership requirements). 

Owners of Dangerous Dogs 

If you own a declared Dangerous Dog, it is now even more important to keep your dog securely confined 

to your property. Under new laws, if a dog that has previously been declared as a Dangerous Dog (due to 

attack) is found wandering at large, it can be seized and impounded, and euthanased after 24 hours. Own-

ers must contact the council within 24 hours of impoundment if they wish to prove there were mitigating 

circumstances for the dog being at large (if this can be proven, the owner may be able to reclaim the dog). 

Other new laws 

New laws also give Council Authorised Officers the power to immediately destroy a dog found wander-

ing at large, if it is behaving in such a way that it will cause imminent serious injury or death to a person 

or other animal. 

Remember, if your dog is impounded under the new dangerous dog laws, you must contact the Council 

pound within 48 hours (or within 24 hours if your dog has previously been declared as a Dangerous Dog). 

Additional laws have been introduced to better protect the community from dangerous dogs, along with 

laws affecting owners of Restricted Breed Dogs. For further details, call 136 186 or visit 

www.dpi.vic.gov.au/animalwelfare 

For More Advice Or Information 

For more information on the new Menacing or Dangerous Dog laws, visit www.dpi.vic.gov.au/animalwelfare or call the DPI 

Customer Service Centre on 136 186. 

Call your local council if you have questions about your rights and responsibilities as a pet owner, or if you have lost your pet. 

Your council will also deal with concerns about wandering or nuisance animals. Advice is also available from animal welfare 

shelters, vets and pet clubs.  

VICTORIAN DPI INFORMATION SHEET: 

New laws for menacing and dangerous dogs 
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The Government has introduced new laws for owners of Restricted Breed Dogs.  

If you own a dog that fits the identification ―Standard‖ for an American Pit Bull Terrier (or Pit Bull Terrier), Perro de 

Presa Canario (or Presa Canario), Dogo Argentino, Japanese Tosa, or Fila Brasileiro, you will need to comply with 

Victorian legislation relating to the control of Restricted Breed Dogs.  

From 1st September, 2010 you will have two years to declare and register your Restricted Breed Dog with your local 

Council, if you haven‘t already done so (as long as you can prove you owned and kept this dog in Victoria prior to 1st 

September, 2010).  

After this two year period, Restricted Breed Dogs that are not already registered with the local Council can not be 

kept in Victoria, and will be euthanased.  

Contact your local Council for more information, including help in determining whether your dog fits the new identi-

fication ―Standard‖ for Restricted Breed Dogs.  

Note that it is still illegal to purchase or acquire a Restricted Breed Dog in Victoria. 

Other new laws 

New laws have also been introduced to better protect the community from dangerous dogs, along with laws affecting 

owners of Menacing and Danger- ous Dogs. For further details, call 136 

186 or visit www.dpi.vic.gov.au/ animalwelfare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For More Advice Or Information 

For more information on the new Restricted Breed Dogs or dangerous dog laws, visit www.dpi.vic.gov.au/

animalwelfare or call the DPI Customer Service Centre on 136 186. 

Call your local council if you have questions about your rights and responsibilities as a pet owner, or if you have lost 

your pet. Your council will also deal with concerns about wandering or nuisance animals. 

VICTORIAN DPI INFORMATION SHEET: 

New laws for restricted breed dogs 
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The Government has recently increased the levy on pet registrations.  

Under the Domestic Animals Act 1994, local councils are required to pay the Treasurer $2 for every cat reg-

istration fee, $3.50 for every dog registration fee and $10 for every domestic animal business registration 

fee that they collect.  

These payments are separate and are only a small proportion of the pet registration fees charged by local 

councils to cover their animal management service costs. Councils will generally list the State Government 

levy as a separate item to their pet registration fees on renewal forms. 

This levy has been payable since 1996, and has only been increased twice since then, most recently by $1 

for each cat and dog registration.  

The money that councils collect on behalf of the State Government is put into a ―Domestic Animal Welfare 

Fund‖. This fund was initiated following the introduction of the Domestic Animals Act 1994, when it was 

recognised that ongoing education would also be needed, to promote awareness of legislative requirements, 

minimise dog attacks and reduce the high number of unidentified and abandoned pets having to be eu-

thanased in pounds and shelters. 

The money from the Domestic Animal Fund primarily covers responsible pet ownership education pro-

grams for school children and the general community (visit www.pets.info.vic.gov.au for details), with a 

lesser amount used to cover certain operating and administrative costs for the Bureau of Animal Welfare 

(within the Department of Primary Industries). It also funds a range of research projects that are undertaken 

to better guide Government policy, legislation and education strategies. 

The Bureau of Animal Welfare is responsible for overseeing domestic animal management and welfare leg-

islation, Codes of Practice regulating the operation of domestic animal businesses (such as pet shops, 

pounds, breeding, boarding and training establishments), and providing legislative advice to councils. It also 

plays a key role in conducting research into animal welfare and management issues in Victoria. 

For More Advice Or Information 

For more information about the Bureau of Animal Welfare or the pet registration levy, visit 

www.dpi.vic.gov.au/animalwelfare or call the DPI Customer Service Centre on 136 186. 

 

VICTORIAN DPI INFORMATION SHEET: 

State government levy on dog and cat registrations 
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