
A Difficult Conversation
 

Scripture Reference: 
  

2 Samuel 12:1-10 & 13 (NIV): 1 The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him,
he said, “There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich
man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3 but the poor man had nothing
except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with him and his
children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a
daughter to him. 4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained
from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who had
come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared
it for the one who had come to him.” 5 David burned with anger against the man and
said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this must die! 6 He must
pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 7 Then
Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘I
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your
master’s house to you, and your master’s wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and
Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given you even more. 9 Why did
you despise the word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down
Uriah the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the
sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from your
house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your own.’
13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan replied, “The
LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.

Main Idea: After David’s lust led to adultery and murder the Lord sent the prophet Nathan to
confront him. Pastor Robbie used this story as a great template to model how we need to
approach confrontation, and how to prepare ourselves to be confronted.

Two Approaches to Confrontation: 

1. Wait on God- The Prophet Nathan knew God’s hand and favor was on David’s life. Nathan
had been the one God used to communicate a beautiful promise to David through. So, when
David not only sinned, but also showed no regret, it is likely that Nathan would have been
very angry when he found out. However, rather than approaching David on his own terms
and out of his own frustration, Nathan decided to wait on God to send him to David.

2 Samuel 12:1a (NIV): “The LORD sent Nathan to David.”

Question: Have you experienced the benefit of waiting on God to guide you into difficult
conversations?



2. Paint a Picture- We should approach conflict with a heart that truly desires resolution.
This mindset will position us to receive wisdom from God to paint a picture that can
bring clarity to the situation. David was likely aware of his sexual sin and at this point in
his life had apparently justified it. However, David had probably not considered himself a
thief. When Nathan presented David’s sin this way, it painted a clear picture that both
Nathan and David could see was wrong.

2 Samuel 12:5-6 (NIV): “David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan,
“As surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this must die! He must pay for that lamb
four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”

Question: Do you recall a difficult conversation that you were a part of in which someone
painted a picture that helped all involved find common ground?

Two Dangers of Defensiveness: 

1. It Creates a Lifestyle of Irresponsibility- In this story David does not attempt to pass
blame. Even though there were consequences to his actions, his quick response to
repent was matched with a quick response of God’s forgiveness. When we are reluctant
to take responsibility, we slow down the process of rebuilding and repairing the damage
that our actions have caused.

2 Samuel 12:13 (NIV): Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”
Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die.”

2. We Limit Who Can Correct Us- One danger of being defensive is we will not allow
anyone who we perceive to have committed “more” sins or “worse” sins to speak into
our lives. God certainly desires for our hearts to be guarded. However, it’s His desire that
His Spirit of discernment would help guard our hearts not our self-righteous attitudes.

James 3:17 (NIV): But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then
peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.

1 Timothy 1:15-16 (NIV): Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that
very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might
display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and
receive eternal life.

Question: Have you experienced breakthrough in your life through a conversation with
someone you least expected?



Closing Thoughts: The health of many of the important relationships that we have hang in the
balance of what we decide to do with difficult conversations. Jesus displayed His willingness
to have these many times over the three years of His ministry with the disciples. These types
of conversations planted seeds that we see flourishing as the disciples went on to use their
experiences with Jesus to lead many people to Salvation.

Call to Action: If you have someone in your life that you need to have a difficult conversation
with now is the time!


