
God doesn’t Want That
 

Scripture Reference: 
  

Judges 10:6-16 (NIV): Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord. They served the
Baals and the Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab,
the gods of the Ammonites and the gods of the Philistines. And because the Israelites
forsook the Lord and no longer served him, 7 he became angry with them. He sold them
into the hands of the Philistines and the Ammonites, 8 who that year shattered and
crushed them. For eighteen years they oppressed all the Israelites on the east side of the
Jordan in Gilead, the land of the Amorites. 9 The Ammonites also crossed the Jordan to
fight against Judah, Benjamin and Ephraim; Israel was in great distress. 10 Then the
Israelites cried out to the Lord, “We have sinned against you, forsaking our God and
serving the Baals.” 11 The Lord replied, “When the Egyptians, the Amorites, the
Ammonites, the Philistines, 12 the Sidonians, the Amalekites and the Maonites oppressed
you and you cried to me for help, did I not save you from their hands? 13 But you have
forsaken me and served other gods, so I will no longer save you. 14 Go and cry out to the
gods you have chosen. Let them save you when you are in trouble! 15 But the Israelites said
to the Lord, “We have sinned. Do with us whatever you think best, but please rescue us
now.” 16 Then they got rid of the foreign gods among them and served the Lord. And he
could bear Israel’s misery no longer. 

Main Idea: The children of God learned that there is a major difference between having peace
with God and desiring peace from God. When we desire peace from God, we hope that he will
accept whatever we feel like offering Him in exchange for Him changing our negative
circumstances. When we have peace with God, we are willing to accept whatever He allows in
our life, and the focus of our pursuit of Him is to fellowship. 

2 Ways We Develop Peace with God: 

1.   We Renew Our Minds– It was not until God laid out plainly the sins of the people that they
confessed that they had sinned. Israel knew what they were doing was sin before being
confronted by God here in Judges chapter 10. However, God’s children past and present
tend to justify their actions until forced to deal with the consequences.  

Romans 5:1 (NIV): “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”

Question: Have you discovered the area or areas of your life in which you are tempted to
justify your actions that are outside of God’s will? If so, how are you pursuing peace with God
in those areas?

 



2.     We Make an Honorable Exchange: One of the most tragic stories in all of scripture takes
place because Jephthah had an improper and twisted understanding of the type of exchange
God wants to make with humans. If we fail to adhere to the existing commands of God, and
neglect getting to know Him for ourselves, then we will offer detestable exchanges that are
detrimental to others. The only exchange God is looking to make with us is His righteousness (or
right standing with God) for our faith.

Judges 11:30-31 (NIV): And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord: “If you give the
Ammonites into my hands, 31 whatever comes out of the door of my house to meet me
when I return in triumph from the Ammonites will be the Lord’s, and I will sacrifice it as a
burnt offering.”

Question: Have you asked for forgiveness from the people you’ve “burnt” to fulfill personal
cravings that you have had? If so, has God matured you and given you a fresh perspective on
His true meaning of sacrifice? 

Closing Thoughts: It should come at no surprise that Jephthah had the shortest reign of any of
the Judges of Israel. He disobeyed the command found in Leviticus 18 to not offer children as
a sacrifice. Perhaps the most alarming thought is that he did this with the Spirit of God
available to him. Luke 11 we learn that God gives of His Spirit freely to those who ask. The
question we should ask ourselves after we receive Him is, “Am I trying to use Him as an
intimidating weapon to get what I want? Or am I allowing Him to lead me into a lifestyle of
peace with God?”

Call to Action: We are most effective in the areas where our desires are the strongest. Let’s

analyze the areas where we are succeeding. Just because we are doing well at it doesn’t mean

it’s honoring God. This will illuminate where we may need to ask God’s Spirit to help us

redirect our desires in ways that will honor Him.


