
When Winning is Your Enemy

Scripture Reference:

Judges 8:22-32 (NIV): The Israelites said to Gideon, “Rule over us—you, your son and
your grandson—because you have saved us from the hand of Midian.” 23 But Gideon told
them, “I will not rule over you, nor will my son rule over you. The LORD will rule over
you.” 24 And he said, “I do have one request, that each of you give me an earring from
your share of the plunder.” (It was the custom of the Ishmaelites to wear gold earrings.)
25 They answered, “We’ll be glad to give them.” So they spread out a garment, and each
of them threw a ring from his plunder onto it. 26 The weight of the gold rings he asked for
came to seventeen hundred shekels, not counting the ornaments, the pendants and the
purple garments worn by the kings of Midian or the chains that were on their camels’
necks. 27 Gideon made the gold into an ephod, which he placed in Ophrah, his town. All
Israel prostituted themselves by worshiping it there, and it became a snare to Gideon
and his family. Thus Midian was subdued before the Israelites and did not raise its head
again. During Gideon’s lifetime, the land had peace forty years. 29 Jerub-Baal son of Joash
went back home to live. 30 He had seventy sons of his own, for he had many wives. 31 His
concubine, who lived in Shechem, also bore him a son, whom he named Abimelek. 32

Gideon son of Joash died at a good old age and was buried in the tomb of his father
Joash in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

Main Idea: As believers, we do not usually forget God in adversity, but we tend to forget Him in
prosperity. Gideon constantly communicated with God until God miraculously gave them the
victory. From that point forward, Gideon stopped seeking God for direction & failed to follow
the plan God shared with us in Proverbs 3:5-6 which reads: “Trust in the LORD with all your
heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will
make your paths straight.”

3 Signs That Winning Has Become an Enemy:

1. We are Unable to Receive Criticism– This takes place when we do not believe that God is

truly in control. If we are following the plan of God, we can be confident that He will execute

His plan. When we are walking in obedience, a critic is just white noise coming against the

plan of God. However, if we are following our own plans, and establishing our own kingdom,

then any critique feels like a legitimate threat to the selfish work we are invested in.

Judges 8:6-7 (NIV): But the officials of Sukkoth said, “Do you already have the hands of
Zebah and Zalmunna in your possession? Why should we give bread to your troops?
Then Gideon replied, “Just for that, when the LORD has given Zebah and Zalmunna into
my hand, I will tear your flesh with desert thorns and briers.”



Question: In what areas have you been tempted to act selfishly but disguise it as a work for
the Lord? How do we correct this way of thinking?

2. We Become Defensive: When God brings victory into our lives, it is His desire that we reflect

the glory back to Him. We become defensive when the actions of others threaten to reveal

our selfish motive to take some of God’s glory for ourselves. If the work is the Lord’s, we can

be confident that it will never be stopped. When we are working to satisfy our own desires,

however, we perceive everyone who does not agree with us as a threat that needs to be

eliminated.

Luke 9:53-54 (NIV): But the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading
for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you
want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?”

3. We Abuse Influence: God designed authority to be a demonstration of His trust in us.

When we win in life, or experience a victory, a temptation we must overcome is the desire

to use our influence as a weapon. Immediately after God used Gideon to bring a miraculous

victory, Gideon used this newfound influence for personal gain.

Judges 8:24 (NIV): And he said, “I do have one request, that each of you give me an
earring from your share of the plunder.” (It was the custom of the Ishmaelites to wear
gold earrings.)

Question: When something is out of our control, we can sense our reliance on God become
front and center. How do you maintain a desperation for God when the feeling of needing
Him fades?

Closing Thoughts: Although the ending to Gideon’s story is very sad, there is great hope to be
gleaned from it. The difference between Gidon at his worst and Gideon at his best was
directly connected to the frequency in which he communicated with God. Gideon was not
overpowered by the devil therefore met his end. Fortunately, we can see the whole story and
can simply conclude that Gideon’s lack of a consistent prayer life ruined his legacy.
Our prayer life is determined by how desperate for God we choose to be even when our
circumstances indicate we no longer need Him.

Call to Action: Gideon’s story reminds us of the importance of Godly counsel and prayer.
Godly counsel could have encouraged him to seek God. Regrettably however, Gideon stopped



praying.  Vocally encourage accountability in your payer life from people of integrity whom
you know will never let you outgrow your desperation for God’s guidance.


