
Backfire 

  

Scripture Reference:  

    

Daniel 3:16-30 (NIV):  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King 

Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we 

are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and 

he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to 

know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 

have set up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated 

seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his 

army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing 

furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans, and other clothes, were 

bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and 

the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing 

furnace. Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his 

advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” They 

replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”  He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the 

fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.” 

Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, 

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come 

here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, 

prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had 

not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not 

scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.  Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise 

be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and 

rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were 

willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own 

God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything 

against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their 

houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” Then the 

king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

 

Main Idea: The presence of fire is common in the life of a believer. It is rare to follow God and 

not have a season where you do not feel the heat. God never told us that we would avoid fires. 

What He did promise is that He will be present with us as we go through the fire. One of the 

best tactics to stop a wildfire in a forest is to set up a backfire. A backfire is initiated by first 

determining where a fire is heading. Once that determination is made that you can go ahead of 



the fire and set up a controlled burn. That depraves the fire of life when it gets to the controlled 

burn site because there is nothing left to consume. God wants to stir His fire in us so that we 

are consumed by Him. Then, when we are thrown into the fires of life we have already been 

consumed by a stronger fire, His fire, that leaves nothing left to consume.  

Two Ways to Set Up a Backfire In Your Spiritual Life:  

1. Develop a Stronger Fire– Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego entered Nebuchadnezzar’s fire 

with a hotter fire burning inside of them. We see in Daniel 3:18 that they were convinced 

that God could deliver them from a fire that otherwise would be their death sentence.  

 

Daniel 3:18 (NIV): But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we 

will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 

 

Matthew 3:11 (NIV): “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one 

who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire.”  

 

Question: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had faith in God’s power to deliver them from 

harm but their awareness of His Sovereignty if He did not save them was amazing. If life turns 

up the heat are you at a place where you can burn without you questioning who God is or His 

love for you? 

  

2. Surrender Your Tongue– Jeremiah had been consumed by God. He had the fire we have 

been talking about “shut up in his bones.” God consistently asked Jeremiah to deliver tough 

news and Jeremiah was not a fan. Even so, God had revealed Himself in such a real way to 

Jeremiah that disobedience was not an option.  

 

Jeremiah 20:9 (NIV): But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak anymore in his 

name,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of 

holding it in; indeed, I cannot. 

 

Hebrews 12:28-29 (NIV):  Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be 

shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for 

our “God is a consuming fire.” 
  

 

Question: Where have you placed your peace? You can determine this by considering what 

you think and talk about the most. Is your peace in something that can be shaken?  

 



Closing Thoughts: The only thing that burned on the Hebrew men while in the fire were the 

ropes that they had been bound with before they were thrown in. God has multiple uses for 

the fire but one of them is unquestionable: to set His children free.  The great news about the 

fire is even if you are bound by sin, if you refuse to bow to it, God can burn it off your life. 

God also uses the fire as a means of mobilizing His plan. King Nebuchadnezzar promoted 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego because of their dedication to their God. If we remain 

dedicated, God will ensure we are in the position we need to be to fulfill His divine destiny for 

our lives. 

Call to Action:  At the end of the next few days, before you sleep, try to write down an 

account of what you thought about that day. Work, food, etc. If you spent time scrolling do 

not try to recall everything you saw just write Facebook or Instagram or whatever website 

you were reading. Seeing a few days of data on ourselves can be a powerful statement on 

what we value. By prioritizing our thought life, we can control what we worship.  

 

 


