
I Want to Win 

  

Scripture Reference:  

    

Genesis 32:22-31 (NIV):  So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till 

daybreak. When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of 

Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Then the man 

said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you 

bless me.” The man asked him, “What is your name?” “Jacob,” he answered. Then the 

man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled 

with God and with humans and have overcome.” Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.” 

But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there. So Jacob called 

the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was 

spared.” The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his 

hip.  

 

Main Idea: Jacob was a fighter. Even from birth, Jacob tried to gain the upper hand. Previously 

he had tricked his way into a blessing pretending to be someone else. Now, Jacob was fighting 

as himself, no more deception. Jacob was determined that even during intense physical pain he 

would not let go until he earned a blessing of his own. This encounter did not just bless Jacob 

outwardly, it transformed his character.  

Three Approaches to Transformation:  

1. Be Willing to Fight– Jacob was scared in this moment. Esau, the brother he betrayed, was 

coming to meet him. Uncertain of how this reunion would play out, Jacob sent his family 

away so he could be alone. Although he was not looking for a fight, a fight found him.  

 

Genesis 32:23-24 (NIV): After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his 

possessions. So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 

 

Question: God came to wrestle Jacob while he was attempting to isolate. Has God ever 

challenged you when you just wanted to be alone? Did you run from that fight or face it? 

  

2. Fight Through Pain– Jacob had been wrestling for several hours when the Lord dislocated 

his hip. Even after experiencing this pain, Jacob held on to the Lord. Jacob must have 

realized in this moment that sometimes the greatest opportunities are presented when I am 

extremely afraid, extremely tired, and in great pain.  

 



Genesis 32:25-26 (NIV):  When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he 

touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the 

man. Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak. But Jacob replied, “I will not let 

you go unless you bless me.”   

  

 

3. Endure Until You Change- Because Jacob endured, he did not just receive a blessing; he 

received a new name as well. Jacob means “deceiver.” The Lord changed his name to Israel 

which has a few meanings. One of those meanings is “prince of God”. His determination to 

not run from this fight positioned him to where God could change him forever.  

        

Genesis 32:27-28 (NIV): The man asked him, “What is your name?” “Jacob,” he 

answered. Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because 

you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.”  

 

Question: What aspect of your character changed because of a difficult fight or situation that 

you endured?  

 

Closing Thoughts: We do not know when, but we do know that at some point during the 

struggle Jacob recognized he was in the presence of the living God who had the power and 

authority to bless him. Most people will not know the details of your struggles or how hard 

and long you had to fight to get blessed. But the promise of God is that if you do not quit 

when the struggle is most difficult, then He will bless you and others connected to you even 

after you pass. Don’t not forget the most important blessing of the struggle though. Jacob did 

not name the place based on his blessing; he named it Peniel, the place where He saw God’s 

face and lived. The truth is Jacob was already struggling, the Lord just met him during his 

struggle. The blessing of the struggle is that God meets us in it and His presence changes us 

forever.  

Call to Action:  In every season we are wrestling something. Reflect on which struggles found 

you. Now determine if you are actively engaged in this struggle or if this is something you are 

walking away from. Commit to contending until you see how God uses this to push you closer 

to His promises for your life.  

 


