
Greatness In Me 

   

Scripture Reference:   
      

Numbers 13:26-33 (NIV):   They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite 

community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the 

whole assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. They gave Moses this account: 

“We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here 

is its fruit. But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and 

very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. The Amalekites live in the Negev; 

the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near 

the sea and along the Jordan.” Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, 

“We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.” But the 

men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger 

than we are.” And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they 

had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people 

we saw there are of great size. We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of 

Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we 

looked the same to them.” 

  

Main Idea: God performed incredible miracles to deliver the Israelites to the edge of the 

promise He wanted to give them. It was now up to them to “explore” the land as God had 

commanded. The situation they faced seemed so daunting that they failed to recall the ways 

God had already moved on their behalf. Out of the twelve spies, ten believed a bad report that 

they were too small to take what God had given them. The Israelites ended up in the 

wilderness another 40 years because of their unbelief. This was never God’s pan for His people.  

3 Ways God Releases Greatness In Me:   

1. Gives the Ability to Achieve– Anything of significant value has a significant cost. If God 

would just zap me with greatness while I was asleep I would love that, wouldn’t you? The 

reality is, God gives us the ability to do the work necessary to become great.  
  

Deuteronomy 8:18 (NIV): But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you 

the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your 

ancestors, as it is today.  

  

Numbers 13:30 (NIV) Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should 

go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”  
 



Question: Why does our Heavenly Father require that we “achieve” greatness rather than 

just giving it to us?  
   

2. He Changes How I See Me– The struggle for most believers isn’t seeing how great God is. 

However, many do struggle with seeing the greatness of God within themselves. If we are to 

become great, we must have an accurate view of ourselves.     
  

Numbers 13:33 (NIV):  We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from 

the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to 

them.” 
  

  

3. God Defines Me- The woman with the issue of blood, blind Bartimaeus, and the prodigal 

son are just a few examples of how people tend to define others by their lowest moments. 

Our lives are in fact defined by one moment. Fortunately, it is not our worst moment. It is 

God’s best moment that defines our lives. The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross forever put a 

value on our lives that cannot be taken away.  
         

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIV): Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy 

Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were 

bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies. 
 

Jeremiah 1:6-7 (NIV): “Alas, Sovereign Lord, I said, “I do not know how to speak ; I am 

too young.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, I am too young. You must go to 

everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you.”  
  

Question: Sometimes God asks us to refrain from saying things about ourselves that may be 

true. Why does He do this?  

Closing Thoughts: Our biggest fight is not outside of us, it is within us. The giants the spies 

saw did not kill any of the Israelites in the wilderness. Their view of themselves as 

“grasshoppers” led to the death of all the Israelites over the age of 20 in the wilderness. The 

only thing that can keep us from attaining the promises of God in our life is our constant 

refusal to see ourselves the way He sees us.  

Call to Action: God is great and he created us in His image. When God interacted with 

Jeremiah, He showed how important our speech is in seeing ourselves like God sees us. 

Identify an area of your life where you struggle to consistently say what God says about you. 

It may sound silly but declare out loud what you know God would have you say about that 

aspect of your life. The Israelites talked themselves out of the promise. Let’s learn from them, 

be prudent, and begin to talk ourselves into the promises of God.  

 


