
Alignment With God

Scripture Reference:

Matthew 4:2-11 (NIV): After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The

tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become

bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every

word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city and

had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said,

“throw yourself down. For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you,

and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a

stone. Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of

the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and

worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the

Lord your God and serve him only. Then the devil left him, and angels came and  attended

him.

Main Idea: Jesus had just finished His 40 day fast when the devil approached and tempted Him

in His hunger to turn the stones into bread. As an example to us, Jesus declined. Why decline?

His fast was over. Jesus was demonstrating that the power and the gifts He had been given

were not bestowed upon Him to feed Himself... but to feed others.

Three Ways to Ensure My Delights Align with God’s Desires:

1. Preparation– Biblical fasting is a practice where an individual refrains from enjoying what

they crave (primarily food) to spend time focusing on the desires of their Heavenly Father.

We must prepare ourselves in the understanding of His will so we can algin our delights with

His.

Luke 2:49 (NIV): “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to

be in my Father’s house?”

Matthew 4:1 (NIV) Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil.

Question: The devil wanted Jesus to use His God given abilities to feed Himself. Examining

your own life, do you use the gifts God has given you to benefit yourself more than



benefitting others?

2. Prioritize Relationship with God Above Service To God– The enemy is aware that many

believers will not accept the temptation to blatantly disobey God. So, he will cause them to

feel that their service to God can replace their relationship with God.

Luke 10:40-42 (NIV): But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be

made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do

the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you

are worried and upset about many things, but few things are needed—or indeed only

one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”

Question: Luke 10:41 said that the preparations “had to be made.” When there are
several things that “have to be done” do you struggle to prioritize what “needs to be

done” first? Do you more often become a Mary (at the feet of Jesus), or Martha (trying

to take care of everything on your own)?

3. I Must Be Willing to Give What Delights Me Back To God: Hannah desired a son and prayed
earnestly for one. She made a vow to the Lord promising that she would dedicate this desire

of her heart back to God if He blessed her with one.

1 Samuel 1:11 (NIV): And she made a vow, saying, “Lord Almighty, if you will only look

on your servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a

son, then I will give him to the Lord for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be

used on his head.”

Question: While Hannah continued to hope and pray for a son she was mocked by Peninnah.

Is there anything you used to pray for that you have since stopped because of

discouragement?

Closing Thoughts: Hannah wanted a son and God needed a prophet. Because Hannah was

faithful, and God could trust her, He gave her what she prayed for. Hannah had no doubt

where her gift came from. That gave her clarity when it was time to give her gift back to God.

If we think that anything good about us is because of us, we will struggle to use that ability to

glorify God.

Call to Action: This week it may be helpful to list what you know you’re good at. (And do not

say that… I heard you… You are good at something!��) Then list how you are using those



gifts. This can clarify how well we are or are not giving our gift back to God.


