
It Must Be Isaac

Scripture Reference:

1 Chronicles 21:22-24 (NIV): David said to him, “Let me have the site of your threshing
floor so I can build an altar to the Lord, that the plague on the people may be stopped.
Sell it to me at the full price.” Araunah said to David, “Take it! Let my lord the king do
whatever pleases him. Look, I will give the oxen for the burnt offerings, the threshing
sledges for the wood, and the wheat for the grain offering. I will give all this.” But King
David replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying the full price. I will not take for the
Lord what is yours or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing.

Main Idea: David ignored the warnings and allowed his pride to swell to the point that he
ignored the commands of God. One of the beautiful aspects of this story is that David realized
the only way to correct his wrong was through a humble and personal sacrifice. The Lord was
merciful towards David because of this. Sacrifice is not just reserved for when we’ve sinned.
Sacrifice is a daily part of following the Lord. The sacrifices we make that honor God will always
cost us something.

Three Ingredients for an Acceptable Sacrifice to God:

1. Obedience– The very first mistake David made was not obeying the instruction that was laid

out for him in the Law. The census itself was not what brought the calamity on the people.

Rather, it was the haughty spirit of David who desired to count the people for his own glory

without offering the proper sacrifices to God.

1 Chronicles 21:19 (NIV): Then the angel of the Lord ordered Gad to tell David to go up

and build an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. So, David

went up in obedience to the word that Gad had spoken in the name of the Lord.

Question: David ended up repenting quickly for his sin because he knew he was disobeying
God from the moment he issued the census. Have you ever seen this selfish and prideful spirit
in yourself that blows past the warnings of your loved ones & the Holy Spirit straight towards
your desire?

2. Make It Personal– David was presented with three choices as a payment for his sin. Three
years of famine, three months of falling into the hands of his enemies, or three days dealing
with a plague from the Lord; David chose the one that was the most personal: the plague
from the Lord. David knew he could isolate himself as the king from the famine and from



the enemy armies. However, he would not be able to hide from a plague.
1 Chronicles 21:17 (NIV): David said to God, “Was it not I who ordered the fighting men
to be counted? I, the shepherd, have sinned and done wrong. These are but sheep. What
have they done? Lord my God, let your hand fall on me and my family, but do not let this
plague remain on your people.”

Question: Have you been in a situation where it appeared other people were suffering
consequences because of your sin or bad decision? Did you attempt to reconcile the
situation?

Luke 9:23-24 (NIV): Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save
their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it.

3. Feel the Burn: If you do not still love what you put on the altar then it is not a sacrifice. David
realized that it did not make sense for a personal sacrifice from David to God to only cost
Araunah.

1 Peter 2:5 (NIV): You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to  be

a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ

1 Chronicles 21:24 (NIV): But King David replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying the
full price. I will not take for the Lord what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs
me nothing.”

Closing Thoughts: Wherever there is genuine love, there must be sacrifice. Sacrifice is like the
oil in the engine of a relationship. You can run of off different types of gas but if you do not
maintain the oil your engine will fail. God saw from Heaven that we were offering sacrifices
to Him, but the relationship was failing. He had been perfect in the relationship; giving of
Himself, staying faithful, and asking little in return. Yet, God committed Himself to sacrifice as
well. As we close out this thought on sacrifice let’s keep one thing in mind: We will never
outgrow sacrificing because when we sacrifice that is when we are most like Him.

Call to Action: There is a good chance that in hearing this message and going over this study
guide that the Spirit of God spoke to you about something you need to place on the altar.
Sometimes that means giving something up for good, other times that may simply mean
giving it to God so He can help you properly prioritize it. Either way, pray about what habits
or practices God would like to change so your sacrifice can honor Him.


