
Decisions: Who Will You Choose?

Scripture Reference:

Joshua 24:14-15 (NIV): “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw
away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and
serve the Lord. But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond
the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me
and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

Main Idea: When it comes to serving Jesus, you cannot serve Him and other things
simultaneously. We cannot dictate what happens in any other house, but we can make the
decision of who we follow and will obey in our own homes. We must determine in our hearts
each day that we will serve God and Him alone.

Three Opponents to Making a Decision to Serve God:

1. Money - When your desire for money is a priority, it will guide your life rather than the Holy
Spirit guiding it. A life serving money will lead to a life of sorrow. When we give God what is
first, we set a pattern for the rest. It takes no faith to give God what’s left. Most people don’t
drown in trouble, but they drown in opportunity.

Ecclesiastes 5:10 (NIV): “Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves
wealth is never satisfied with their income. This too is meaningless.

Proverbs 10:22 (NKJV): “The blessing of the LORD makes one rich, And He adds no
sorrow with it.”

Matthew 6:24 (NIV): “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and
love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
both God and money.”

Question: Do you find it difficult to get clarity from God before pursuing new opportunities
or walking through open doors? What are some of the lessons you have learned from your
experience with opportunities and open doors?

2. Fear – I have to make a decision about what I will do with, and how I will handle my various
fears. Fear doesn’t change the situation but blinds us to a way forward. Five areas of fear include:

a. Fear of Man – If you fear people, you will not be able to trust God. Fear doesn’t kill
you – it’s a snare to paralyze you and keep you trapped.



Proverbs 29:25 (NIV): “Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts
in the Lord is kept safe.”

b. Fear of Future – I do not have to fear the future because I know who holds the future
in His hands.

c. Fear of Failure – Obedience is our job, and the outcome belongs to God.

d. Fear of the Devil – Scripture teaches that there is always more for me than against me.
The devil is not omnipresent, only God is.

e. Fear of Death – Fear of death will lead to bondage.

Hebrews 2:15 (MSG): “Since the children are made of flesh and blood, it’s
logical that the Savior took on flesh and blood in order to rescue them by his
death. By embracing death, taking it into himself, he destroyed the Devil’s hold on
death and freed all who cower through life, scared to death of death.”

Question: If what you fear the most reveals where you trust God the least, then where do
you trust God the least? How do you think you came to lack trust in these areas?

3. Insecurity – This has everything to do with our relationship with self. Insecurity will take a
virtue like loyalty and turn it into a liability like being overcommitted. We must decide that we
will find our identity solely in being a child of God so that we are able to make wise decisions
from a secure stable mindset.

Closing: Lastly, we must decide what we are going to do with our guilt. Guilt is directly linked
to our relationship with our sin and past. Psalm 32:5 says, “Then I acknowledged my sin to you
and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” And
you forgave the guilt of my sin.” Salvation is not a loan that you can repay, it is a gift that you
must choose to receive. Luke 9:23 says, “Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be
my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross daily, and follow me.” In order
to serve Jesus, we must decide to choose Him over money, fear, insecurity, and guilt.

Call To action: Write down on paper one way you could put God first this week? Put this
paper somewhere you spend time every day and repeatedly give it to God in prayer.


