
 

 

February 1, 2022 

Senator Charles Schumer 

Majority Leader, United States Senate 

 

Senator Mitch McConnell 

Minority Leader, United States Senate 

Dear Leader Schumer and Leader McConnell: 

The undersigned companies urge the United States Senate to come together for the good of the country 

and find agreement on much needed legislation to strengthen and renew American democracy.  

As employers and successful business leaders, we know that the health of our economy depends on the 

health of our democracy.  This basic premise is not in dispute. Where the rule of law and full 

representation is the norm, businesses can flourish and economies grow. This is true of America’s own 

past. In the years following the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, where voting rights were more 

strongly enforced we saw the racial wealth gap shrink more quickly. The opposite sadly may be true of 

our future: Last July, Fitch Ratings gave the United States a “negative outlook” in part because “[t]he 

redrafting of election laws in some states could weaken the political system, increasing divergence 

between votes cast and party representation.” Our experience is clear: the health and stability of 

American democracy is critical to a prosperous economy and threats to democracy are threats to the 

economy and the business community.  

We recognize that much has changed since passage of the original Voting Rights Act, but the stability of 

American democracy is as important now as it was back then. Confidence in the integrity of the electoral 

system is critical to the long-term health of our democracy, and yet majorities of Americans have doubts 

about our democracy today.  

This is a defining moment for our democracy. Although the Senate has recently voted on voting rights 

legislation, the moment has not passed. We are calling upon you, our country’s leaders, to rise to the 

moment, transcend partisanship, and find a path forward to protect the right to vote. These issues are 

not partisan. They are American and they call for a genuine, bipartisan commitment—a commitment by 

Americans as Americans—to ensure that our country continues to strive to fulfill the democratic 

principles upon which it was founded. We have seen that kind of commitment before. We need to see it 

again. 

 

Sincerely, Business for Voting Rights  

https://equitablegrowth.org/working-papers/the-effect-of-political-power-on-labor-market-inequality-evidence-from-the-1965-voting-rights-act/
https://www.fitchratings.com/research/sovereigns/fitch-affirms-united-states-at-aaa-outlook-negative-13-07-2021
https://www.npr.org/2022/01/03/1069764164/american-democracy-poll-jan-6

