
The Parish of 
Clifton upon Dunsmore 
Neighbourhood Plan 
INTRODUC TORY MEETING 13 APRIL  2022 

WELCOME – some housekeeping 

F Y I : We are talking tonight about the whole parish of Clifton upon Dunsmore (refer next slide) not 
just Clifton as a village 
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The Parish of 
Clifton upon 
Dunsmore
The Designated area for the 
Neighbourhood Plan

From Rugby Borough Council

Publication of Decision under Section 61 (G) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 
Decision under Regulation 7 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 

Clifton upon Dunsmore Parish Council’s application for the designation of the area defined by the Civil 
Parish of Clifton upon Dunsmore, as shown on the map, as a Neighbourhood Area for the purpose of 
neighbourhood planning is APPROVED. 
Date 

Date of Decision: 7th February 2022. This decision notice, application statement, map of the area and a 
background report are viewable on https://www.rugby.gov.uk/cliftonupondunsmorenp. 
For further information on Neighbourhood Planning, 

please email LocalPlan@rugby.gov.uk 

or call 01788 533741 
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Clifton Parish Council 

 Lesley Edwards – Chair

 Alan Harris – Vice Chair

 Lindsay Foster – Clerk 

 Pete Dignan

 Andy Moore 
Contact: clerk@cliftonupondunsmore.org.uk

https://www.cliftonupondunsmore.org.uk/

Currently there are vacancies on the Parish council always looking for help…  

Contact Lindsay Foster: clerk@cliftonupondunsmore.org.uk

07982 140 978

Clifton upon Dunsmore Parish Council: 

https://www.cliftonupondunsmore.org.uk/
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The Future: headlines?

Contact: clerk@cliftonupondunsmore.org.uk

The Parish of Clifton upon Dunsmore is in the fortunate position to be surrounded by farm land

However in years we may become vulnerable to an expanding Houlton and other developments

Who knows what the headlines might say in the future ? …. 
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Neighbourhood Plan - What is it?  

 Introduced in 2011 to develop 
community-led planning 
frameworks

 More control and a say over 
how communities develop 
and evolve

 Would be Part of Rugby 
Borough Council Local Plan 
2011 – 2031 

 Will be taken into account in 
local planning decisions

• A Neighbourhood Plan  for The Parish of Clifton upon Dunsmore would be a key part of deciding 
planning applications in our area 

• introduced by the 2011 Localism Act to develop a community-led planning framework for 
future development.  

• It is a new type of planning document that gives local people greater control and say over 
how their community develops and evolves. 

• It is an opportunity for local people to create a framework for developing a sustainable future 
for the benefit of all who live or work in the community, or who visit it. 

• Once approved the Plan forms part of the Rugby Borough Council Local Plan 2011 – 2031 
and will be taken into account in local planning decisions.

• The Plan covers the period to 2031 which is consistent with the Rugby Borough Council 
Local Plan 2011 – 2031 which has regard for national planning policies and set out in the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and the national Planning Practice Guidance 
(PPG).
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Neighbourhood Plan - What it does…
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The Neighbourhood Plan will 
not stop development already 
part of a Local Plan, BUT 
would shape:  

 Where new developments 
can be built

 What they should look like

 Which areas of land should 
be protected

Planning 
Policies

Economy

Housing

Facilities Environment

Conservation

5 Key areas 
to consider… 

The Plan, whilst not stopping a development that is already part of a Local Plan, would give the 
community the policies to shape, for example: where new homes, shops and industrial units 
should be built, what new buildings and extensions should look like and which areas of land 
should be protected from development. We as a community need to ensure we have created a 
vision for the Parish and the village as well as setting out clear planning policies for the use and 
development of land at the neighbourhood level so that our vision can be realised.
In developing the Plan we will look at 5 key areas: 

1. Economy - To support new businesses to locate within the Parish in appropriate and 
sustainable locations, and the retention and acceptable expansion of existing businesses. 

2. Housing - To support new residential development in locations that meet the social needs of 
the Parish and surrounding village communities without compromising the character, nature 
and setting of the built and natural environment within which the new housing is to be 
located.

3. Local Facilities - To support the establishment of new community facilities, local services, 
open spaces, footpaths and recreation within the Parish in locations that are sustainable 
and accessible to local residents and wherever possible to protect and maintain existing 
country side.

4. Environment - To support the protection and improvement of the built and natural 
environment, together with the needs of local residents and businesses.

5. Conservation -To protect and enhance the heritage assets within the Parish and to support 
initiatives which would make a positive contribution to improving the quality of the built and 
natural environment.
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Consultant Supported 

Focus
Groups

How do we do it..

COMMUNITY-LED

Advisory
Group

Government 
Funding 

Rugby Borough Council 
Approval

Local 
Referendum  

Circa 2 Years

The Plan is a community-led document that will involve consulting and engaging the community. 
This will be achieved by

 Creating a Advisory Committee from the community to take the process forward 

 Focus Groups for the 5 key objectives to help gather ideas and evidence as well as Open 
Events to share the process with the community. 

Grant funding will be available from the Government towards the cost of producing the Plan 
which includes consultant’s costs.The Plan goes through several approval stages but ultimately 
has to be agreed by the community through a referendum.  Once approved the Plan forms part 
of the Rugby Borough Council Local Plan 2011 – 2031 and will be taken into account in local 
planning decisions. The approval process goes through the planning authorities i.e. RBC a government 
inspector and then approval by referendum by the residents.

The timeline has still to be developed but it is anticipated that it could take between 2 – 21/2 
years to achieve full approval. The Plan cannot change what is already in the Rugby 
Borough Council Local Plan for 2011 - 2031 but can still inform what could benefit the parish 
e.g. green space, footpaths and the type of housing within the village envelope.

We have already agreed to engage with Gary Kirk of yourlocale consultants would will take us 
through this in more detail…..  
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Gary Kirk 
Neighbourhood Planning 
Examiner 

&

former Parish Councillor
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Yourlocale - NP consultancy

Range of Associates

Supported 55 NPs through Examination-
(incl. Ryton on Dunsmore and Wolvey)

Working with a further 26 parishes (incl. 
Monks Kirby and Ansty)

Great Glen only 2nd NP in the Country to be 
reviewed

Saddington NP:
Shortlisted in the 
National Planning Awards 
for best Neighbourhood 
Plan
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Life without 
neighbourhood plans …

“I do sometimes wonder 
if we should have gone 
along to the 
neighbourhood planning 
thing back in 2018” 
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Why do it?

Adds layer of protection 
against inappropriate 
development

Without an NP – vulnerability 
to speculative development

The more Parishes that have 
an NP, the more risk others 
face

Added security if Rugby BC 
fails in its housing supply

Puts the local community in 
control

Protects important local green 
spaces; heritage assets; other 
environmental protections; 
design; employment; housing 
mix; community facilities

You can really make a 
difference!

Good for local democracy and 
governance
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National Planning Policy Framework
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The process ….. Up to 24 months 

◦ Area designation
◦ Establish Advisory Committee
◦ Funding bids
◦ Consultation – Open Event? Questionnaire? 

Stakeholders.
◦ Gathering socio economic data/studies
◦ Agreeing a vision

◦ Theme Groups/Group discussions to drill down into the 
detail

◦ Gathering evidence
◦ Drafting the policies
◦ Further consultation with community
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The process ….. Up to 24 months 

◦ Writing the Plan
◦ ‘Regulation 14’ consultation

◦ Formal publication by local authority 
◦ Independent Examination
◦ Referendum
◦ Plan ‘Made’. Statutory force
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Thank you! 
Any Questions?

www.yourlocale.org.uk
Gary Kirk
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We all need 
help to make 
this happen…
Its not just the Parish Council can 
do this … 

The Plan is a community-led 
consulting supported activity  
engaging the wider community.

Creating an Advisory Committee 
to take the process forward, the 
Focus Groups and the Open 
Events to share with the wider 
community will need 
participation of others. 

Contact: clerk@cliftonupondunsmore.org.uk
07982 140 978
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