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Dear Parents and Carers, 

The sun is beginning to shine! The snowdrops are in abundance and the first signs of spring are in 
evidence all around. 

On Wednesday we welcomed Ema Rowe from Wild Wellies (Tales and Treasures) into school to lead an 
assembly. She talked to the children about the importance of trees, and children had a chance to share 
with Ema and the rest of the school their favourite tree. A surprising amount of children were able to 
tell us about a tree they love – testimony of the impact that our amazing Exmoor environment has on 
our children. Ema used the assembly to launch a competition called ‘My Favourite Tree’, details of 
which your child will be bringing home soon. When you’re out and about, see if you can choose a 
favourite family tree for your child to tell us about. 

We celebrated a really successful non-uniform day for Cancer Research on Friday. We raised a total of 
£41 here at Exford, and a grand total of £270 across the federation. It was fantastic to be part of the 
first cross-federation event in such a positive way. 

There are many plans for exciting cross-
federation opportunities for pupils, staff 
and communities in the coming months. 
Watch this space for details! 

With very best wishes, 

 

 
 
 

Nicola Stenner  
 
Head of School 
 
 

 
During our Collective Worship this half term we are focusing on the 

Core Christian Value of Perseverance. 

mailto:sch.150@educ.somerset.gov.uk
http://www.exfordfirstschool.org.uk/


Skylark Class 
The Skylarks have finished their non-fiction 
book and are incredibly proud of the work 
they put into it and the superb finished 
article. In English, the focus has been on 
poetry about the moon. The children have 
learnt the structure of simple poetry, using 
adjectives to create a picture in the mind of 
the reader. Next week we will continue to 
write poetry, but focus on using our senses, 
as Roger McGough does in ‘The Sound 
Collector.’ 

In Maths, the Year 2s have moved on to 
multiplication by grouping and the Year 1s 
are problem solving and reasoning about 
subtraction crossing tens. 

The hyacinths we planted before Christmas are in full flower, 
filling the classroom with their scent. It has been fascinating to 
see the roots develop, then the leaves emerge followed by the 
buds and finally the flowers. We have now got frogspawn in class 
and will wait with anticipation as it changes over the next few 
weeks. 

On Wednesday, after learning about the suitability of different 
materials for different purposes, we made a house with four 

walls and a roof out of only one piece of A4 paper. The children worked brilliantly in twos and threes to 
create attractive structures with varying quantities of masking tape! 

Well done to the Year 2s who have all taken it in turns to 
become lunchtime monitors. They are quick and efficient 
and have speeded up the serving of food and clearing away 
in the Skylarks class.             Mrs Blackmore and Mrs Stenner 

 



Kingfisher Class 
The Kingfishers are continuing to thoroughly enjoy a busy term. They are enjoying learning about 
multiplication and division in Maths and have just started a new unit in English where they are 
exploring the text ‘The Egyptian Cinderella’. This text links with our topic for this term where we are 
learning about Ancient Egypt. Our topic also links well with our RE topic, where we are learning about 
the beginnings of Judaism. We have been transported back to Ancient Egypt where we are following 
the story of Moses. We really enjoyed learning about the story of Moses and the ten commandments 
through a 'Godly play'. 
 

 
We are continuing to enjoy our weekly mindfulness and dance sessions. We have been exploring our 
dreams and goals in PSHE this half term and made some dreams and goals flowers. Each petal 
represents one of our dreams, we learnt that just like a small seed can grow into a beautiful flower, if 
we plant the seeds for our dreams and nourish them, they too will grow.                          Miss Cavanagh 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Little Berries 
 
   We have been continuing our Chinese New Year 

theme and have been practising our scissor skills making 
lanterns. We also got to taste some delicious Chinese food, 
which was very tasty and mostly eaten up! 
 
We have been enjoying time in the school playground climbing 
on the trim trail, rolling tyres and hanging about like monkeys!  
 
This week, all of the children have been very keen to do puzzles 
and have been showing great perseverance when things have 
become tricky.                                                            Sarah and Lucy 
                                                                                                                                                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary (new dates in bold) 
February 
Monday 14th- Kingfisher Class Tree Planting Trip to Larcombe Foot Winsford pm 
Friday 18th- Break up for Half term 
Monday 28th- INSET Day 
 
March 
Thursday 3rd- World Book Day 
Saturday 5th – FOES Bingo at Exford Village Hall 7pm 
 



Safeguarding 

We are all responsible for keeping children safe at all times 
If you have any concerns about a child’s safety or well-being please talk to 

 

Nicky Stenner 
Designated Safeguarding Lead 

01643 831365  

 
Tamsin Blackmore 

 Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead  
01643 831365 

 
Naomi Philp 

Executive Headteacher for the Moorland Federation 
01643 862249/07734 960558 

 
 
 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Safeguarding Tip! 

 

The Silent Solution pressing 999 and 55 

IF YOU CALL 999 FROM A MOBILE 

It is always best to speak to the operator if you can, even by whispering. You may also be asked to 
cough or tap the keys on your phone in response to questions. If making a sound would put you or 

someone else in danger and the BT operator cannot decide whether an emergency service is needed, 
your call will be transferred to the Silent Solution system. 

 The Silent Solution is a police system used to filter out large numbers of accidental or hoax 999 calls. It 
also exists to help people who are unable to speak, but who genuinely need police assistance. You will 
hear an automated police message, which lasts for 20 seconds and begins with ‘you are through to the 

police’. It will ask you to press 55 to be put through to police call management. The BT operator will 
remain on the line and listen. If you press 55, they will be notified and transfer the call to the police. If 
you don’t press 55, the call will be terminated. Pressing 55 does not allow police to track your location. 

WHAT THEN?  When transferred to your local police force, the police call handler will attempt to 
communicate with you by asking simple yes or no questions. If you are not able to speak, listen 
carefully to the questions and instructions from the call handler so they can assess your call and 

arrange help if needed. 

 

 



 
World Book Day 

The children are invited to come to school on World Book Day 
 on Thursday 3rd March dressed as a character from their favourite book. 

 
 
 

Last week we raised £41.00 for Cancer Research 
Minehead 

Well done everyone! Thank you for your support. 
 

 

An update from the Friends of Exford School (FOES) 

Do you have any second-hand school uniform to donate? Does your child/ren require more school 
clothes? We are running a second-hand school uniform sale on Friday 4th March straight after school, 
please pass any donations to Verity, Mel or Serena before this date. 

BINGO! Saturday 5th March, doors open at 7pm - eyes down at 7:30pm in Exford Village Hall. Please 
bring your own drinks and snacks. EVERYONE WELCOME! 

If you have any donations to use as prizes for the BINGO, they would be gratefully received by Verity, 
Mel or Serena. 

On Sunday 5th June, Exford will be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee weekend with a lunch on 
the green, children from Exford School will be practicing a maypole dance routine for this event – we 
are really looking forward to it. 

An ‘easy’ way to fundraise is to log on to easyfundraising.org.uk and select Exford School as your 
preferred charity. Every time I log on to a site which supports easy fundraising it asks me whether I 
would like them to donate some money to my preferred charity. I have been able to support Exford 
school through using xero, PlusNet and other parents via their car insurance and phone contracts etc. – 
best of all it doesn’t cost you anything extra! 

Looking ahead to the summer, we are planning on hosting a school fete open to the community. Each 
class will be able to run a stall/ a game, refreshments will be available and the maypole may make 
another appearance! The event will also be an opportunity for us to organise a jumble sale for clothes 
donated to Friends of Exford School before our Bags2school collection.                   

          
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


