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Dear Parents and Carers,  

Spring is here, bringing with it all the usual signs of new life and hope.  Never have these been more 
needed than they are right now as we look forward to the light at the end of the ‘pandemic tunnel.’ As 
we move into the lambing season and the beginning of Holy Week we realise how fortunate we are to 
live and work in such a beautiful place as Exmoor and how lucky the schools are to be at the hearts of 
their communities.  We have been looking at the story of Noah’s Ark in Collective Worship and this 
week, thanking God for the all the beautiful colours in the world, particularly the rainbow, a sign of 
God’s promise of hope.  

It is no surprise that the children are tired and looking forward to the Easter Holiday. They have had 
such a disrupted time over the last year and are now working hard to settle back into school life with 
their friends - again. They are all doing so well in the face of such a challenge. Please continue to talk to 
us if you think that your child needs anything more from us. We have a number of extra ‘tools’ that we 
can employ to support where necessary. Their emotional health and well-being remains our primary 
concern.  

A couple of important points.  Please:  

· respond to the Easter Activities being offered by Project One if you would like your child to participate 
in the four day programme  

· remember that school breaks up on Thursday 1st April and that the summer term starts on Monday 
19th April. That gives us all two glorious weeks to enjoy and re-charge batteries.  Let’s hope that the 
sun will shine so that we can read books outdoors!  

Thank you for all your ongoing support. Please do keep in touch and let me know of any concerns, 
comments or ideas that you may have.  

Stay safe and God Bless, 

Alison Appleyard 

Interim Headteacher                    Cutcombe and Exford Church of England First Schools 

 

 
During our Collective Worship this half term we are focusing on the 

Core Christian Value of Creation. 
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Skylark Class 
The Skylarks are working hard and completing a fantastic amount of work. Every morning, even before 
register, they complete their spellings, minute maths, times tables and handwriting practise.  
 
 In maths they are becoming really confident counting in tens then adding the ones to make 2 digit 
numbers. The children then order these numbers from smallest to biggest and biggest to smallest. The 
superhero topic has inspired the children who are planning their own cartoon strip, based on their own 
superhero. They have enjoyed acting out and reading lots of books to inspire them.  
 
 As the term comes to an end the Skylarks and Woodpeckers are enjoying creating artwork linked to 
the seasons.  A weekly highlight continues to be outdoor learning, using the wonderful grounds to help 
build a reflection area which will be used by all the children who need a quiet space or just want 
somewhere to be calm and still.                                                                                                    Mrs Blackmore 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Woodpecker Class 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Woodpeckers are thoroughly enjoying their English topic on graphic novels based on the book by Mini 
Gray, 'Traction Man'. They have had great fun compiling onomatopoeic words and designing their own 
superhero character.  
In our topic lesson, we have been continuing our study of Florence Nightingale and have been brilliant 
at making our own individual time lines for her life.                                           Mrs Young and Mrs Stenner 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Kingfisher Class 
 

The Kingfishers have happily settled back into the school 
routine and are continuing to enjoy learning about the 
rainforests. 

We are working hard in our Design and Technology lessons 
and are making good progress sewing our own rainforest 
animal string puppets. We can't wait to complete them and 
show off our amazing animal designs. We have chosen some 
unusual rainforest animals, such as a red eyed tree frog and a 
boa constrictor!  

We are continuing with our English unit about the Great 
Kapok Tree and will be writing and printing up our own 
newspaper article about the story using our Chromebooks. 
We are also enjoying learning about fractions in maths and 
we are all really proud of the progress we have made. 

Outside, we have been enjoying Forest School and have been 
helping to build a reflection area in the school garden. We 
have loved getting outside in the sunshine and investigating all the Spring activity in the pond!                                                                                                                                            
Miss Cavanagh  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

 
 
 

 



 

Little Berries 
We have been making the most of the lovely spring weather and have spent lots of time 
playing in the garden this week. 
 Ollie designed a fantastic dinosaur jungle with a bridge for them to cross! We also made dinosaur 
footprints in the tuff tray with the paint, which got very messy especially when we explored mixing the 
colours together!  
This week, the children have enjoyed hearing the story of ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’ and have begun to 
make a beautiful display for our room. We are beginning to think about spring and new life. 
                                                                                                                                                           Sarah and Lucy 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary (new dates in bold) 
April 
Thursday 1st  – Break up for the Easter holidays 
Monday 19th-  School reopens for the Summer Term 
 1st-19th- FOES Easter Treasure Hunt 
 
May 
Monday 3rd- May Day Bank Holiday 
Week of Tuesday 4th- Parents Evenings (more detail and appointments to follow) 
Tuesday 11th- Bag2school collection  
 



Safeguarding 
 

We are all responsible for keeping children safe at all times 
The school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Appleyard and the Deputy Designated Safeguarding 

Leads are Mrs Stenner and Mrs Blackmore. 
 

Safeguarding Tip! 

Although you can't be responsible for the way people drive, you can take a number of steps to make 
yourself safer as a pedestrian: 

 Stop, look and listen. 

 Don't try to cross the road between parked cars. 

 If possible, cross at a pedestrian crossing or traffic lights. 

 Never cross at a bend. 

 If there is a footpath, use it. 

 

Red Nose Day 
A huge thank you to everyone who kindly supported us on Red Nose Day last Friday when 
the children were asked to come to school either dressed in red or wearing their own 
clothes. We managed to raise £45.00 which will go to some very good causes. 
 

 
"An extract from this week's message from Ed Gregory 

 (Diocesan Director of Education, Bath and Wells)" 
 

Have you noticed the birdsong? This week they seem to have ramped up the volume. In the early 
morning and in the evening the air is filled with one of nature’s finest soundtracks. Although the birds 
are all singing their own tunes, for their own purposes, the notes build and blend together into a 
magnificent chorus, even more powerful at this time of lockdown when other background noise is less. 
Even if we are not avid ‘twitchers’ or dedicated followers of ‘Springwatch’ the dawn chorus and evening 
symphony is a beautiful gift that we can all enjoy. I will even go a step further to say we should enjoy, 
because our world is singing and we just happen to be the audience. 
 
 

The return of the dawn chorus and the evening symphony reminds us, as we reach the anniversary of 
the first pandemic lockdown, that our amazing world goes on, that there is hope, there is something 
more that we are all connected to, both physical and spiritual. We may have very different experiences 
of this pandemic, we may hold different views about faith and we are all amazingly unique in our own 
way. Yet, we share this incredible planet and, in spite of everything, our world is once again singing to 
us, calling us to stop, to listen, to smile, to hope. 
 
                                           ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
 



 

School Business Manager at St Dubricius C of E First School  
22.5 hours per week, Monday to Wednesday (8am – 4pm), term time only 
Salary 13 point 6-9 (£10.21- £10.83 per hour) 

We require an enthusiastic, capable and efficient person to join our friendly school team from May 
2021. The role includes completion of daily administrative tasks, monitoring and managing school 
finances, maintenance of health and safety records and checks, facilities management and risk 
assessments, maintaining HR records, managing child care registers and funding (nursery and after 
school club provisions). To effectively perform this role the individual needs to be highly organised with 
excellent IT skills and be able to juggle a range of priorities and duties. The ability to work and engage 
with colleagues across the school, children’s service professionals and parents is essential, as is working 
independently with own initiative. 

stdubricius.school@educ.somerset.gov.uk   Closing Date 16th April 2021 
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