
 

  

SEPTEMBER OPENING 2021  

OUTBREAK MANAGEMENT PLAN: COVID-19 
Moorland Federation 

Revised: Alison Appleyard & Lizi Pravato 
In consultation with stakeholders 

This document was produced in response to Government Guidance and updated 2nd September 2021 
Three principles which we base all our decisions on: 

1. SAFETY/ SAFEGUARDING: Safety and protection of our pupils, staff and community  
2. HAPPINESS/ WELLBEING: Mental health, physical health and wellbeing of our pupils, staff and community 

3. LEARNING: Education quality for our pupils 
 

Key Contacts: DfE helpline (0800 046 8687, option 1), Self-Isolation Service Hub on 020 3743 6715  
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Key Information: 
Overarching Aims as described by Government: 

Prioritising education: The overarching objective is to maximise the number of children and young people in face-to face education or childcare and 

minimise any disruption, in a way that best manages the COVID-19 risk.  
Control measures: 

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. 
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19 

Roles and Responsibilities Summary: 

 Local authorities, directors of public health (DsPH) and PHE health protection teams (HPTs) are responsible for managing localised outbreaks. 

 Leadership are responsible for ensuring cleaning occurs appropriately, ventilation is undertaken appropriately, risk assessments and contingency 

plans are in place.  Leadership are responsible for liaising with DsPH and PHE as appropriate and managing all communication.  
 Staff are responsible for testing twice weekly until the end of September when this will be reviewed by government. Staff are responsible for 

ensuring their classroom and learning spaces are well ventilated and kept clean with clear advise for parents and pupils on hand and respiratory 

hygiene. 

 Parents are responsible for ensuring pupils who are unwell do not attend school and that they themselves do not come into the building if they are 

unwell.  

 Pupils are responsible for following the good hand and respiratory hygiene rules. 

When to Contact PHE/LA DsPH and HPTs: 

For most education and childcare settings, whichever of these thresholds is reached first:  

• 5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period; or  

• 10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period 

 20 or fewer children in a setting: 2 children, pupils, staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period 

 All settings should seek public health advice if a pupil, student, child or staff member is admitted to hospital with COVID-19. They can do this by 

phoning the DfE helpline (0800 046 8687, option 1), or in line with other local arrangements. Hospitalisation could indicate increased severity of 

illness or a new variant of concern. Settings may be offered public health support in managing risk assessments and communicating with staff and 

parents. 
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Section A: General Day to Day Operational Practices from September 2021/ Core Foci: Prevention: 
 

Aspect of Risk Action School specific adaptation Quality of 
Education foci 

Monitoring  Communications 

Hand Hygiene- 
minimising 
contamination 

 Rainbow Rules remain- 
posters up 

 Actively teach children 

 Use of Hand Gel upon 
entrance to school/ classes 
and or washing hands 

 Includes visitors to school 
sites and staff upon entry 

Cutcombe & Exford– available 
in every classroom and at all 
entrances and in all communal 
areas 

Minimise 
impact on 
learning time, 
efficiently and 
effectively 
implement 
arrival routines 

SLT and Site staff for 
ensuring availability of 
resource and ensuring 
used safely and stored 
safely 
Governors to monitor 
display and comms 

SLT to share with 
stakeholders via 
plans, email and 
leaflets/ website 
and Parentmail 
 
Posters 

Respiratory 
Hygiene- 
minimising 
contamination 

 Rainbow Rules remain- 
Posters Up 

 Actively teach children 

 Catch it bin it kill it focus/ 
tissues available  

Cutcombe & Exford– available 
in every classroom and at all 
entrances and in all communal 
areas 

Minimise 
impact on 
learning time, 
efficient use of 
resources  

Teachers and admin 
for resources available  
Leadership for pupil 
awareness  
 

As above  

Cleaning 
classrooms/ 
intervention 
rooms- 
minimising 
contamination  

 Routine classroom and 
school cleaning in place 

 Clean desks and chair 
backs 

 Individual drinking bottles  

 Individual resources 

 Shared resources cleaned/ 
or quarantined  

 Limit toys from home for 
key events or EYFS 

Cutcombe & Exford- Teaching 
staff and LSA team supporting 
cleaner by undertaking 
activities as part of day-to-day 
routines of classroom set up 
and pack down 

Staff helping with 
intervention spaces  

Minimise 
impact on 
learning time by 
building in to 
set up and pack 
down planning  

SLT monitor cleaning 
quality of school 
weekly identifying 
areas of need with 
‘contamination 
avoidance record’ 
Governors to monitor 
records  

Planning 
document and 
records - SLT 

Aspect of Risk  Action School specific adaptation Quality of 
Education foci 

Monitoring  Communications 
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Staffroom access 
and cleaning- 
minimising 
contamination 

 Staff able to access staff 
room without masks and 
no maximum now in line 
with government 
restrictions on social 
distancing lifting  

 CEV staff can use masks in 
these areas and or request 
specific plans that allow for 
more space  

Cutcombe & Exford- Staff 
support cleaning after use by 
keeping sides tidy and utilising 
dishwasher / steriliser 
Usual cleaning routine will 
occur 

Usual break 
times and 
lunches able to 
occur with staff 
able to converse 
again regarding 
teaching and 
learning and for 
wellbeing  

Staff to monitor how 
safe they feel and 
report to SLT for any 
necessary changes to 
occur to usage 
 
SLT to monitor 
cleaning 

SLT: Planning 
document, 
Briefing sessions 
and records 
 
 

Cleaning High 
traffic areas- 
minimising 
contamination  

 Additional cleaning of high 
traffic areas inside and 
outside of the school 

Cutcombe & Exford- light 
switches, bannisters, handles 
and outside bannisters and 
gates to be cleaned after drop 
off and at the end of the 
school day  
Phones and computers that 
are shared to be wiped 
between users – wipes next to 
devices  

Education 
continues and 
pupils and staff 
are kept safe 
and well  

SLT monitor with 
cleaning team- weekly 
records  

SLT as above  

Cleaning after 
parental visits- 
minimising 
contamination 

Ventilate spaces where people 
convening 
Wipe surfaces and high traffic 
areas after visits 
Ensure thought into which 
resources available for all to touch- 
limit contamination and cleaning 
Ensure visitors know NOT to attend 
if unwell or testing positive  

Cutcombe & Exford- areas to 
be cleaned by staff after visits 

As above Teachers to report 
back to SLT on how 
visits are working and 
if they feel changes 
need to be made to 
heighten safety 
SLT to monitor and 
observe these sessions 
to review 

SLT to share with 
stakeholders via 
plans and 
leaflets/ website 
 
 

Aspect of Risk  Action School specific adaptation Quality of 
Education foci 

Monitoring  Communications 
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Ventilation- 
lessening 
contamination  

 Ventilation is key- all 
spaces should be 
ventilated appropriately 

 Windows open 

 Mechanical ventilation 
used 

 Doors open 

 Spaces identified with 
higher risk and plans in 
place 

 Plans in place for events 
for larger gatherings and 
lunchtimes etc 

 Use of outdoor learning 
still a positive  

 CO2 monitors will also be 
provided to all state-
funded education settings 
from September, so staff 
can quickly identify where 
ventilation needs to be 
improved. 

Exford – Identified spaces with 
issues: Puffin room – leave the 
non-fire  doors open where 
possible including when not in 
use. 
Staffroom & office - open 
windows  
Foyer- avoid use as space for 
children or prop door open 
Staff / disabled toilet- open 
window  
Cutcombe – Hall – open 
windows 
Staff / Disabled toilet- light on 
and door open 
Cutcombe & Exford- plans for 
all visits and events to be in 
place to consider ventilation 
and minimising risk of 
contamination  
 

Ventilation to 
be appropriate 
and not 
excessive so 
temperatures 
for educational 
activity are 
affected- 
measured 
responses  

Staff to report back to 
SLT any concerns for 
risks to be adapted 
SLT to monitor  

Planning and 
website and 
email  
 
 

Aspect of Risk • Action School specific adaptation Quality of 
Education foci 

Monitoring  Communications 

Unwell/ 
symptomatic- 
minimising 
contamination 

• No one with symptoms 
should come in to school, 
pupils, staff, parents and 
should be advised to test 
and isolate accordingly.  
Symptoms remain: 
persistent cough, high 

Cutcombe & Exford- leaflet 
and info shared with 
stakeholders.  SLT to lead on 
comms with parents where 
there is an issue regarding 
isolation advice.  

Contamination 
contained and 
masses can 
attend school.  
 

SLT monitor  SLT with staff 
and parents 
directly.  
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temperature, loss of taste 
and or smell.  

• This will also minimise flu 
and other cold 
transmissions.  

• Guidance to be given to 
staff, parents and pupils 
appropriately.  

• School can insist on 
isolation in unlikely case 
where a parent disagrees if 
they feel there is a 
significant risk posed.  

• Staffing plans in place as 
much as possible to ensure 
education continues.  

Supply teacher 
plans for staff 
unwell.  
 
Staffing for 
admin, site, 
cleaning, 
lunch/midday 
and LSA teams 
considered with 
reserves where 
possible.  
 
 

Distancing – 
minimising 
contamination 

• This is no longer required 
day to day.  

    

Facial coverings- 
minimising 
contamination 

• This is no longer required 
day to day.  

 

CEV staff to consider where 
and when they may wish to 
use a facial covering. 

   

Aspect of Risk Action School specific adaptation Quality of 
Education foci 

Monitoring  Communications 

CEV pupils/ staff- 
protecting the 
most vulnerable 

• CEV pupils and staff to 
return as usual.  

• CEV pupils and staff to 
have individual plans that 
ensure they feel safe 
where requested.  

Cutcombe & Exford- CEV staff 
and pupils to be contacted 
direct by SLT to ensure they 
feel safe and implement any 
necessary actions. 

Staff and pupils 
noted as CEV 
able to safely 
and confidently 
attend 

Governors to monitor 
SLT plans as needed 

SLT with staff 
and parents  
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Use of PPE- 
minimising 
contamination 

• PPE to be available for use 
when suspected case/ 
someone unwell on site.  

• Unwell person should be 
isolated for collection with 
ventilated space where 
possible and minimal 
contact with others. Those 
caring for them to wear 
PPE.  Staff to know where 
PPE is located.  

Cutcombe- Foyer to be used 
for isolation with the main 
door open / PPE in disabled 
toilet. 
Cleaning to occur after unwell 
person left  
Exford- Foyer to be used for 
isolation with the main door 
open / PPE in storage 
cupboard 
Cleaning to occur after person 
has left  

As above  First Aid records and 
attendance records 
monitored by SLT and 
Governance routinely  

SLT with parents 
and staff 
Admin for 
collection  

Testing of staff- 
minimising 
contamination 

• Testing off staff twice 
weekly in place until end of 
September- to be reviewed 
by government  

Cutcombe & Exford- Test kits 
in main office  

Minimising 
contamination 
and risk of 
isolation 

Test records  Staff with admin 
team 

Wrap around 
provision and 
staff crossing 
sites- minimising 
contamination  

• This can all now occur 
without restrictions 

• Usual hygiene & ventilation 
expectations apply  

• Parent collection outside 
and all audience events to 
be agreed and risk 
assessed with SLT 

Cutcombe & Exford- regular 
review with provider and 
shared risk assessments  

As above Registers of clubs and 
activities taken 
Parent collection 
outside  

SLT to liaise with 
providers  
SLT comms to 
parents and 
stakeholders 

Aspect of Risk Action School specific adaptation Quality of 
Education foci 

Monitoring  Communications 

Transport- 
minimising 
contamination 

• Primary age pupils do not 
need to wear face 
coverings.  

Cutcombe & Exford - school 
bus company records  

Maintaining 
provision  

SLT and Admin staff 
with bus company 
comms  

SLT and Admin 
with transport  
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• Transport agencies should 
ensure good hygiene and 
ventilation is in place.  

• Records of those travelling 
should be kept for close 
contact records.  

Trips and visits – 
minimising 
contamination 

• All trips and visits require a 
separate risk assessment- 
these can be completed on 
EEC Live and should be 
agreed by SLT and or the 
EVC 

• Trips and visits should be 
sought approval in advance  

Cutcombe & Exford- share an 
EVC  

Ensuring 
educational 
provision of 
highest quality 
whilst 
remaining safe  

SLT and EVC SLT and EV and 
staff leading 
trips/ visits  

Visitors to site, 
including 
Parents- 
minimising 
contamination  

• Consider safest methods 
for visitations  

• Consider CEV staff and 
impact upon them  

• Risk assess quality of 
educational experience 
versus contamination risk- 
for example EYFS drop off 
and settling may be a 
priority, parental contact 
with teaching staff may be 
a priority  

• Consider all events – these 
should have specific risk 
assessments and be 
approved by SLT in 
advance  

Cutcombe & Exford- 
maintaining parental drop off 
/ pick up protocols. With no 
parents entering the 
classrooms. Staff greeting the 
parents & children in the 
playground.  
Parents welcomed in the foyer 
to communicate with office 
staff & teachers where 
necessary 
Adapt according to safety 
needs. 

Parental 
engagement 
with learning – 
partnership  

SLT to review with 
staff  
Staff to feedback to 
SLT  

SLT comm with 
parents- 
parentmail/ 
website  
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Classroom / 
school 
organisation- 
bubbles/ desks/ 
staggered starts/ 
lunches   

• The need for desks to face 
forwards has disappeared 
from the guidance and no 
mention of this occurs – 
therefore we are assuming 
in line with the 
government lifting all 
restrictions this no longer 
applies and group work can 
resume.  

• Bubbles and special plans 
have all been removed as 
appropriate. 

Cutcombe & Exford- desks can 
now be in groups or how the 
teacher feels will maximise 
learning 
Lunch tables can now be used 
fully  
Collective & Celebration 
Worship will be outside or in 
the large hall space 
(Cutcombe) or Kingfisher 
classroom (Exford)- ventilated 
and initially in smaller 
groupings  
Bubble groups cease to apply 
Reintroduction of pupil jobs 
and responsibilities  

Group work is 
key for the 
shared learning 
experience and 
enriched 
teaching and 
learning 
opportunities  

SLT to monitor 
updated guidance and 
quality of education  

SLT to staff – 
planning and 
email  

 

 

Section B: Stepping Up- Contingency Planning for Outbreak Management  
Decision-makers should endeavour to keep any measures in education and childcare to the minimum number of settings or groups possible, and for the 

shortest amount of time possible. Decision-makers should keep all measures under regular review and lift them as soon as the evidence supports doing so. 

In the case of the following occurring then we would need to step up to manage a possible outbreak 
For most education and childcare settings, whichever of these thresholds is reached first:  

• 5 children, pupils, students or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period; or  

• 10% of children, pupils, students or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period 

 20 or fewer children in a setting: 2 children, pupils, staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period 

 All settings should seek public health advice if a pupil, student, child or staff member is admitted to hospital with COVID-19. 
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In the case of Threshold being reached 
and/or one hospitalised case: ACTIONs  

School specific notes  Deciding authority  Communications 
lead  

Reviewer/ 
monitor for 
step down  

In case of threshold being reached 
senior leaders must Contact LA/ PHE- 
numbers provided below. 
In case of positive staff member the 
isolation hub should also be contacted. 

Cutcombe: AA / LP / AB / GM all able to contact 
Exford: AA / LP / AB / TB / NS all able to contact  

LA and Public 
Health decide  

SLT and PHE 
with LA 

Governors, SLT 
and PHE/LA 

Reintroduce Masks Cutcombe & Exford: at drop off and collection/ in 
staff rooms and other as advised  

PHE/ LA with SLT As above  As above  

Prevent and limit Visitors  Cutcombe & Exford: 
Limit visitors  
Pause all parental drop off and entrance to classes- 
minimise contacts  
Consider wrap around care impact measures  
Reduce staff across groupings  

SLT As above As above 

Consider Staggered starts/ breaks/ 
lunches  

Cutcombe & Exford: consider staggered start, 
breaks and lunches  

PHE/ LA with SLT As above As above 

Reintroduce Bubble groups  Cutcombe & Exford: 
Reintroduce bubble groups as appropriate – could 
be with the usual maxi groupings  

PHE/ LA with SLT As above As above 

Advanced Isolation / Attendance 
restrictions  

Cutcombe & Exford: as advised close classes/ 
groups and provide remote education  

PHE/ LA As above As above 

Incident Meeting  To be called by LA/ PHE with school as directed by 
those bodies  

PHE/ LA As above As above 

Cleaning  Cutcombe & Exford: consider deep clean of sites/ 
specific areas 

SLT As above As above 

NB: SLT should inform CoG of threshold being reached and include/ keep informed governors as appropriate with PHE/LA comms.  
Appendix 1: Notes from Guidance:  

Core Prevention: 

1: Hand hygiene and respiratory hygiene  
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, using standard products such as detergents 
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3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated 
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19 
 
Bubbles:  

We no longer recommend that it is necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’). As well as enabling flexibility in curriculum delivery, this means 

that assemblies can resume, and you no longer need to make alternative arrangements to avoid mixing at lunch. You should make sure your contingency 

plans (sometimes called outbreak management plans) cover the possibility that in some local areas it may become necessary to reintroduce ‘bubbles’ for a 

temporary period, to reduce mixing between groups. 

 

Track and Trace: 

Settings only needed to do contact tracing up to and including 18 July. Close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings 

will no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. 

Isolating: Individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or are a close contact of someone with 
COVID-19, and any of the following apply: 

 they are fully vaccinated 

 they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

 they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

 they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

Instead, they will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We 
would encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young people aged under 18 years 6 
months who usually attend school, and have been identified as a close contact, should continue to attend school as normal. They do not need to wear a face 
covering within the school, but it is expected and recommended that these are worn when travelling on public or dedicated transport. 
 
Face Coverings: 
Face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in classrooms or in communal areas. If you have a substantial increase in the number 
of positive cases in your school (see Stepping measures up and down section for more information), a director of public health might advise you that face 
coverings should temporarily be worn in communal areas or classrooms (by pupils staff and visitors, unless exempt). You should make sure your contingency 
plans cover this possibility.  transparent face covering is that they can aid communication, 

Ventilation: You should identify any poorly ventilated spaces as part of your risk assessment and take steps to improve fresh air flow in these areas, giving 
particular consideration when holding events where visitors such as parents are on site, for example, school plays. 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance#stepping
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Mechanical ventilation is a system that uses a fan to draw fresh air or extract air from a room. These should be adjusted to increase the ventilation rate 
wherever possible and checked to confirm that normal operation meets current guidance and that only fresh outside air is circulated. If possible, systems 
should be adjusted to full fresh air or, if this is not possible, then systems should be operated as normal as long as they are within a single room and 
supplemented by an outdoor air supply. Where mechanical ventilation systems exist, you should ensure that they are maintained in accordance with the 
manufacturers’ recommendations. Opening external windows can improve natural ventilation, and in addition, opening internal doors can also assist with 
creating a throughput of air. If necessary, external opening doors may also be used (if they are not fire doors and where safe to do so). 

CO2 monitors will also be provided to all state-funded education settings from September, so staff can quickly identify where ventilation needs to be 
improved. 
 
When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test 
Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to do. They should not come into school if they have 
symptoms, have had a positive test result or other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for example, they 
are required to quarantine). 
If anyone in your school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, you should send them home and they should follow public health advice. 
If a pupil is awaiting collection, they should be left in a room on their own if possible and safe to do so. A window should be opened for fresh air ventilation if 
possible. Appropriate PPE should also be used if close contact is necessary. Further information on this can be found in the use of PPE in education, childcare 

and children’s social care settings guidance. Any rooms they use should be cleaned after they have left. 
 
If a parent or carer insists on a pupil attending your school, you can take the decision to refuse the pupil if, in your reasonable judgement, it is necessary to 

protect other pupils and staff from possible infection with COVID-19. 

 
Staff Testing: Staff should undertake twice weekly home tests whenever they are on site until the end of September, when this will also be reviewed. 

 

Confirmatory PCR tests 

Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate in line with the stay at home guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infection. They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID-19 Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should 
continue to self-isolate. If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the self-test LFD test and the pupil 
can return to school, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms.  
 
Employers should call the Self-Isolation Service Hub on 020 3743 6715 as soon as they are made aware that any of their workers have tested positive. If 

cases amongst staff mean a setting meets the threshold, described above, employers will need to provide the 8-digit NHS Test and Trace Account ID 

(sometimes referred to as a CTAS number) of the person who tested positive, alongside the names of co-workers identified as close contacts. This will 

ensure that all workplace contacts are registered with NHS Test and Trace and can receive the necessary public health advice, including the support 

available to help people to self-isolate. 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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CEV: All clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV) children and young people should attend their education setting unless they are one of the very small number of 

children and young people under paediatric or other specialist care who have been advised by their clinician or other specialist not to attend. Shielding can 

only be reintroduced by national government. 

CEV Individuals may choose to limit the close contact they have with those they do not usually meet with in order to reduce the risk of catching or spreading 

COVID-19 

They should:  

• clean any areas that often get touched by people  

• make sure there is plenty of fresh air  

• make sure anyone who is not well does not come into work  

• explain what they have done to 

Attendance: School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is a priority to ensure that as many children as possible regularly 
attend school. 

Where a child is required to self-isolate or quarantine because of COVID-19 in accordance with relevant legislation or guidance published by PHE or 
the DHSC they should be recorded as code X (not attending in circumstances related to coronavirus). Where they are unable to attend because they have a 
confirmed case of COVID-19 they should be recorded as code I (illness). For pupils abroad who are unable to return, code X is unlikely to apply. In some 
specific cases, code Y (unable to attend due to exceptional circumstances) will apply. 

Social Distancing: Social distancing measures have now ended in the workplace and it is no longer necessary for the government to instruct people to work 

from home. 

 

Appendix 2: Contingency Guidance Notes:  

Settings should make sure their contingency plans cover the possibility they are advised to limit:  

• residential educational visits  

• open days  

• transition or taster days  

• parental attendance in settings  

• live performances in settings 

 

Remote education High-quality remote learning in schools, further education and higher education settings should be provided for all pupils and students if:  

• they have tested positive for COVID-19 but are well enough to learn from home; or  
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• attendance at their setting has been temporarily restricted On-site provision should in all cases be retained for vulnerable children and young people 

and the children of critical workers. If settings have to temporarily stop onsite provision on public health advice, they should discuss alternative 

arrangements for vulnerable children and young people with the local authority. 

 

Close mixing Identifying a group that is likely to have mixed closely will be different for each setting. Below are some examples. For early years, this could 

include:  

• a childminder minding children, including their own  

• childminders working together on the same site  

• a nursery class  

• a friendship group who often play together  

• staff and children taking part in the same activity session together For schools, this could include:  

• a form group or subject class  

• a friendship group mixing at breaktimes  

• a sports team  

• a group in an after-school activity 

For wraparound childcare or out-of-school settings, this could include:  

• a private tutor or coach offering one-to-one tuition to a child, or to multiple children at the same time  

• staff and children taking part in the same class or activity session together  

• children who have slept in the same room or dormitory together 

 

At the point of reaching a threshold, education and childcare settings should review and reinforce the testing, hygiene and ventilation measures they already 

have in place. Settings should also consider:  

• whether any activities could take place outdoors, including exercise, assemblies, or classes  

• ways to improve ventilation indoors, where this would not significantly impact thermal comfort  

• one-off enhanced cleaning focussing on touch points and any shared equipment 

 

Additional action that could be advised by public health experts  

If you have called the DfE helpline and a Director of Public Health (DsPH) or a Health Protection Team (HPT) subsequently judges that additional action 

should be taken because they have assessed that transmission is likely to be occurring in the setting, they may advise settings take extra measures such as:  

1. Strengthened communications to encourage pupils / students to undertake twice weekly rapid asymptomatic home testing and reporting  

2. Temporarily reinstating face coverings for pupils/students, staff and visitors in indoor and/or communal spaces in secondary schools, FE and HE 

settings, and for staff in primary, early years, out-of-school, and specialist settings. This should be for two weeks in the first instance, pending regular 

review  
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3. Reinstating on-site rapid LFD testing in secondary schools, colleges and universities for a two-week period to encourage uptake of twice weekly 

testing  

4. Increased frequency of testing 

In extreme cases, and as a last resort where all other risk mitigations have not broken chains of in-school transmission, a DPH may advise introducing short-

term attendance restrictions in a setting, such as sending home a class or year group (as they could any workplace experiencing a serious infectious disease 

outbreak). 

 

 

 

 

 


