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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Isn’t it wonderful that there is light at the end of the tunnel and the end of this challenging life in lock-

down is in sight?  The Prime Minister’s Road Map offers us all the hope that by the summer, we will 

be able to return to some sort of normal life and interaction with our fellow human beings. We are 

delighted that our schools will be returning to a pre-Christmas state of operation from Monday 8 

March with all children back in school for some quality face-to-face learning, and we can’t wait to see 

them all together again.   

I also would like to share with you the fabulous news about our school technology.  Cutcombe and 

Exford are two most fortunate small schools to belong to the amazing and supportive communities 

that they have.  Our local churches and village communities have come together to help the schools 

in purchasing Chromebooks to support our children’s learning.  Their amazing generosity has left me 

speechless and the words ‘Thank you’ seem rather inadequate in the circumstances.   

Our two schools bought a number of Chromebooks to support home/school learning for our children 

and then, hearing about what we are doing, the local community have come to our aid to do more.  

Through the magnanimous gestures of groups, youth clubs, institutions and individuals, we now have 

enough new Chromebooks to enable all our Years 2, 3 and 4 pupils to have devices for their personal 

use in school, with the opportunity for Years 3 and 4 pupils to take them home to use when they wish 

or need to.  This will open windows of opportunity for all our children to become increasingly fluent 

with technology as part of their learning and better prepare them for their future lives.  For two very 

small schools it is an amazing chance to leap into 21st century teaching and learning.  This will sup-

port our children and young people for years to come. 

This is a real WOW time for us – getting back together again soon and with such improved technology 

to enhance learning and teaching for all our children.  We feel very cared for and grateful to you, our 

communities and friends, for such love and care.  Thank you. 

Take care, keep safe and God bless, 

 

 

Alison Appleyard 

Headteacher 



Keeping in touch 
It is important that we look after each other by keeping in touch.  There are a number of ways in 

which we can do this: 

School email addresses      Cutcombe sch.130@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

   Exford sch.150@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

School telephone numbers Cutcombe 01643 841462  (Calls currently forwarded to staff.) 

   Exford  01643 831365 

Cutcombe School’s Designated Safeguarding Lead is  

Mrs Appleyard & the Deputy Lead is Mrs Blackmore. 

Exford School’s Designated Safeguarding Lead is  

Mrs Appleyard & the Deputy Leads are Mrs Blackmore and Mrs Stenner. 

Are you self-isolating?  

Have symptoms of COVID?  

Or have COVID?  

Please let us know, even if your child is not in school. The Department for Education are asking 
schools to inform them of cases despite children not being in School.  

 Returning to school 

A few housekeeping notes in advance:   

 Systems and procedures will be the same as before Christmas and we have 

attached the Procedures document as a reminder for you.   

 From 8 March, children will be expected to attend school wearing school uni-

form.   

 If your child travels on the school bus, remember that a face covering will be 

required. 

 Out of hours clubs will start on the 8 March too, a form will be sent via 

ParentMail.  More clubs will be offered in the summer term.   

 Mrs Pravato at Exford and Mrs Mullis at Cutcombe will be in touch regarding 

school meals on both sites so that you can book ahead.   

 Cleaning and hygiene routines will continue as before and the classrooms will 

be well ventilated. Remember that children can wear an extra garment/layer 

of clothing if needed on colder days. 



Edward and Harry’s Venn diagram 

It has been another busy few weeks for Owls and their remote learning (with half term in the middle).  We have finished 
our work on our English story Mission Possible.  The children have been busy planning and writing their own versions this 
week.  It is very exciting the children have designed their puppets linked to our topic of Rainforests and we will be able to 
make them when we are back in school!  In maths Year 3 have started a new topic in maths, Length and Perimeter and 
Year 4s have started learning about Fractions.  Both these topics will continue next week and when we are back in 
school.   

Our Thunk for next week is What are you most proud of? You all have so much to be proud of, especially of the wonderful 
work you have produced during this period of remote learning.  Just one more week to go . 

Bella’a Dutch recipe 

Eliza’s sewing 

Holly– What it is like to follow God 

Olivia’s Rainforest animal facts 

Toran’s laser torch 



 

Sidney’s weekend news  

Harry’s Great Fire of London work  

Jack doing some 
measuring 

Harry’s Great Fire of  

London work  

Kira counting Tommy’s new vegetable 

 character  

Liam’s frozen balloons  Sophie and Molly cooking 

Jessica’s THUNK 



This week the Golden Eagles have been busy making rain gauges to monitor the microclimate that 
Exford offers.  The children check them daily and despite the strength of wind at the beginning of 
the week they all remain firmly in place doing the job they were intended for.   

We are all very excited at the prospect of seeing our school friends in person very soon and this has 
brought a renewed sense of purpose and positive attitude to the work that we are doing at the pro-
vision.  It will be sad to say goodbye to new friends made during our time at Golden Eagles, both for 
the staff and the children, but it has reinforced the bond between the schools, and we are looking 
forward to many shared opportunities and experiences in the months to come to maintain the 
friendships, support and benefits of working closely.   Huge thanks go to everyone, staff, children 
and parents who have made it work by their combined efforts, flexibility and positivity. 

Connor and Faye’s Great Fire of London pictures  



Poppy’s timeline 

Teddy’s sock puppet 

Jacob’s super heroes 



 

The Kingfishers have been enjoying learning about sound and even made their own musical instruments. The photo of 
the Colwills is our winning entry to the federation science competition  



Science Photography 

Competeition 

Static energy 

Reflective shadow 

Magnetising money 



Magnetising money 

Solar system  

Olivia flies a kite 

The deep fire 
Sisters on a seesaw  

Plasma  hand  



Science Photography 

Competeition 

Shadows  

Displacement  

Levers and fulcrums  



Spooky Circuits  

Colour mixing  

Forces  

Gravity  

Circuits  



Exford School are in need of... 




