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Dear Parents and Carers, 

As I write, the sun is shining and the sky is blue!  I consider myself very lucky when I see the storm floods and the snow 

that friends are having to endure in other parts of the country, as well as being locked down.   I do hope that you are 

managing to stay safe and are keeping yourselves busy.   

We have arranged a number of different virtual events and a programme of learning to help to keep children busy 

learning and thank you for all the positive feedback that you are giving us.  Despite a few hiccups over the times of re-

mote sessions and the loss of ZOOM for a period the other day, internet signals affected by the weather and technical 

issues, lots of us are meeting up, socialising, learning and having fun together.  Please don’t miss out.  If you are having 

trouble accessing any of these events, please get in touch with us.  There are likely to be some changes to the times of 

the ‘Wake up to learning’ sessions over the coming weeks so please watch for information either on Tapestry, Google 

Classroom, or on a ParentMail. The expectation is that all children will attend the ‘Wake up to learning’ sessions, so 

please let us know if your child is poorly and can’t join in.  Attached to this letter you will find a Quick Guide for Parents 

to Remote Learning.  I hope you find it helpful. 

Reading Rabbits have taken off!  Well done to everyone who has earned their first certificate. These were awarded in 

our first ZOOM Celebration Worship this morning and thank you to everyone who joined us for that.  Celebrating suc-

cesses and sharing our achievements is important to us all.  Let us know if your child does something exceptional out-

side school that we could share with everyone and we’ll give them a mention. So please come along next Friday. 

Sticking with the names of birds, the children attending school each day have named their new combined class, Golden 

Eagles.  I wonder if they thought about our aims for them to fly high and soar through their learning? 

You may be interested to know that as an extra strategy to keep us all safe in school, the government are launching a 

twice weekly home testing scheme for school staff as an extra measure to help to stop the spread of the Corona virus.  

Every little helps.  

As always, if you have any questions or ideas about any of the above or anything else about school, please do not hesi-

tate to contact us. 

Please look after yourselves and keep safe and well. 

With all best wishes and God bless, 

 

 

Alison Appleyard 

Headteacher 

Cutcombe and Exford CE First School 

 



The Kingfisher class were asked to think about what things are 
important to Christians and to make models of them using 
playdough. As you can see, we had an improvised nativity scene 
made from lego! 

Harry’s Christianity Playdough. 

Harley’s Christianity Playdough. Isabella’s Christianity Playdough. 

Charlotte’s Lego Nativity. 



 

Poppy practices her 

spellings. 
Filly making bubbles. 

Jacob and Olly investigating 

on their walk. 

Leo uses IT to complete his 

maths 
Jack’s English  

Flynn making patterns. 

 

Troy busy in school. 

Sienna is doing PE! 



 

Jack’s boat. 

Troy and Teddy working 

together. 

Florence draws a happy hat. 



 

Wow!  I am so impressed with how well you are doing with your remote learning.  I love seeing all the work you have 
completed, and it is wonderful to see some of you being creative with how you present your work.  I have received pho-
tos, PowerPoints, videos, written work, typed work and it has all been excellent.  My favourite has been watching the 
videos clips of you presenting the weather forecast! Thank you so much and keep up the good work.  I've really enjoyed 
seeing you on our Zoom sessions.  These will be continuing next week the links will be provided on Google Classroom. 

Esme exploring pitch on her ukulele. 

Edward and Harry exploring pitch using 
water. 

Bodie's maths.  In addition to the worksheet,  

he also nearly always tries the extension! 

Jayden splitting 100 into different parts (2, 4, 5 and 10) 
and representing it with cars . 



 

Eliza's retelling of the story of             
Noah's Ark. 

Max wrote out a quote from the 
bible about faith linked to the story 
of Noah and the Ark. 

Olivia's first half of her poem inspired by the poem 
Dreaming the Unicorn 



 

Sidney - science work in a 
creative way  

Harry and Jack - busy at work 

Tommy a - testing out his new 
boat for Mr Gumpy  

Sophie -Making  her tinfoil boat 
for Mr Gumpy  



Keeping in touch 
It is important that we look after each other by keeping in touch.  There are a number of ways in 

which we can do this: 

School email addresses      Cutcombe sch.130@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

   Exford sch.150@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

School telephone numbers Cutcombe 01643 841462  (Calls currently forwarded to staff.) 

   Exford  01643 831365 

Class teachers will contact families by phone, each week. 

Regular contact will also be kept through the learning platforms of Google Classroom and/or 

Tapestry. 

Live ‘Wake up to learning’ sessions are planned for each morning. 

ZOOM events such as games and Collective Worship will be organised. 

Safeguarding  
We are all responsible for keeping children safe at all times. 



 

 

 Cutcombe School’s Designated Safeguarding Lead is  

Mrs Appleyard & the Deputy Lead is Mrs Blackmore. 

Exford School’s Designated Safeguarding Lead is  

Mrs Appleyard & the Deputy Leads are Mrs Blackmore and Mrs Stenner. 

Safeguarding  



 

The Somerset Parent Carer Forum is delighted to announce the launch of a new free helpline service 

aimed at parents and carers in Somerset – ‘Time to Talk’. 

Being a carer can feel isolating and this is being made even harder due to the impacts of coronavirus. 

The service, which launched today (Thursday 14 January), aims to provide a safe space to discuss 

any concerns or simply just provide an opportunity to chat to another parent carer. 

The service is open during the following times: 

·         Booking not required: Mondays 1-2.30pm / Fridays 10-11.30am – simply call 01458 259384. 

·         Pre-booking essential: Tuesday 10am-12.30pm / Thursday 12-2.30pm*. 

·         Text service open 24 hours a day – 07543 680365. 

The service is manned by a team of parents and carers with a range of lived experience. They will be 

able to: 

·         provide a listening ear, 

·         signpost to information on a variety of subjects (this can be posted to you upon request), and 

·         signpost to services that may be helpful, 

·         support with completing self-referral forms, and 

·         support to look at options available to you and your family. 

*Pre-booked slots can take place by telephone, Facebook messenger, email, Zoom, Microsoft 

Teams, goto or Text message, whatever platform works best for you. You can book a 30 minute 

slot here or email: events@somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk 

Time to Talk has been made possible by funding from the Government’s £750m charities package 

facilitated by Pears Foundation in association with Contact, the charity for families with disabled chil-

dren. 

For more information, click here to be redirected to the Somerset Parent Carer Forum website. 

Submitted by the Somerset Parent Carer Forum. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/time-to-talk-tickets-136206785161
mailto:events@somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk
https://pearsfoundation.org.uk/
https://contact.org.uk/
https://somersetparentcarerforum.org.uk/time-to-talk/

