
Exford C of E First School  

Newsletter 
11th January 2021  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a strange and challenging start to the term we have had!  Last minute changes in government directives meant a lot 

of alterations and re-planning for all of us.  Thank you for your support and understanding.  However, a new way of work-

ing is rising from the situation and we are all working together to provide the best education possible for our children, just 

in a different way. 

You may be aware that Mr Paul Weston, TA at Exford School, is poorly at the moment, and has been in  hospital with 

Covid which he contracted at Christmas.  The good news is that he is now home.  We continue to send all our love to him 

and his wife and family, and I would ask you to keep them all in your thoughts and prayers.  We have sent flowers but if 

you would like to send your own message or card, please bring anything to Exford School and we will pass it on. 

Thank you to all those children and parents who have engaged so fully in the Remote Learning and ways of communi-

cating which have been put in place for everyone.  The government is very keen that everyone engages with this new way 

of working and linking up, and so it is their expectation that everybody will do so.  It might feel a little different to start 

with, but most people seem to be getting to grips with it.  Teachers enjoy being able to respond more quickly to what the 

children are doing….and it seems that the children like it too!   If you are experiencing problems, please get in touch.   

We are also planning a number of other ways to keep in touch with you via ZOOM. You will be sent an invitation giving the 

time and a ZOOM link near the day, via ParentMail. All these events will help us to be all together including the children 

who are currently attending school. 

 Every Tuesday at 1.30pm there will be Collective Worship for children and families from both schools jointly. 

     The first of these will be tomorrow 10 January.   

 There will be fun games on alternate Thursdays for children of each school separately. 

     The first of these is a scavenger hunt on Thursday 12 January in the afternoon. 

 NEW will be a programme of live sessions at the beginning of the day to bring together classes as we would nor-

mally be.   Please watch for more information about this later this week. 

Of course, at the moment, everything could be subject to change, but please be assured that we will tell you of any chang-

es as soon as we can. 

It is important that you keep an eye on ParentMail to ensure that you don’t miss any information.  If you have any issues 

with this, please keep in touch with the Exford School Office or through one of the communication channels given below.  

If you are at all uncertain or have any queries about any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us.    

Please look after yourselves and keep safe and well. 

With all best wishes and God bless, 

 

 

Alison Appleyard 

Headteacher 

Cutcombe and Exford CE First School 



Keeping in touch 
It is important that we look after each other by keeping in touch.  There are a number of ways in 

which we can do this: 

School email addresses      Cutcombe sch.130@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Exford  sch.150@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

School telephone numbers Cutcombe 01643 841462  (Calls currently forwarded to staff.) 

Exford   01643 831365 

Class teachers will contact families by phone, each week. 

Regular contact will also be kept through the learning platforms of Google Classroom and/or 

Tapestry. 

Live ‘Wake up to learning’ sessions are planned for each morning. 

ZOOM events such as games and Collective Worship will be organised. 

School Admissions  

DEADLINE REMINDER—School Entry / Transfer to Middle School 
September 2021  

Whether it is starting school in reception (DOB 01.09.16—31.08.17) 
or transferring to middle school (current year 4), the closing date 
for applications is: 15th January 2021 

Apply online at https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/  

Dates  for diaries                                 
January                                                                                           
Friday 15th - School Admission Applications 
Deadline 

February                                                                                               
Friday 12th - Last day of Spring  term  1                                        
Monday 22nd -  First day of Spring term 2 

Safeguarding  

We are all responsible for keeping children safe at all times. 

The school’s Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Appleyard,  

the Deputy Leads are  Mrs Blackmore and Mrs Stenner. 



Friends Of Exford School  
would like to say  

THANK YOU  
to everyone for taking part in their Christmas 

trail throughout December – whether you created a 

lovely picture or walked the trail! 
  

We raised a grand total of £204.48 

  
A huge thank you to ‘The Exmoor Stores’ for all of their hard work in helping us 

reach this figure, as well as donating a prize for the winner.  
Thanks also to Coombe Farm Partnership, Mole Valley Farmers and Bray 

Valley Wines. 
  

The winner was Debbie Williams – well done! 

Thought for the Week from 

Ed Gregory Director Education Diocese of Bath and Wells  


