
Comrie Park Teaching Philosophy 

Nga Kākano Apōpō— The Seeds of Tomorrow  

 We embrace the Enviroschools kaupapa and model ourselves 

on the kaitiaki of our whenua; appreciating and caring for 

the gifts of Papatūānuku. Our natural environment is viewed 

as a provocation for wonderment, curiosity, challenge and 

exploration and we are reflective,  focussed and committed, 

weaving sustainable practices throughout the teaching, 

learning and resourcing here.  

 We treasure and are committed to our dual heritage of 

Aotearoa and te Tiriti o Waitangi. Our practices embrace 

biculturalism with Tikanga and te Reo Māori being evident in 

our practices every day while also celebrating the essence of 

all the cultures of our tamariki and whānau. We are 

continuously building our understanding as individuals, as a 

team, and as a community so that our practices are sincere, 

positive and affirming. This enables us to grow our 

collaborative, inclusive and supportive learning environment 

of ako—grounded in the principle of reciprocity as we all 

learn together and from each other.  

 We seek to be equitable and show authentic respect/

whakaute in the way that we treat ourselves, each other, 

our natural environment, our Kindergarten and our resources. 

 We understand that relationships/whanaungatanga are 

foundational to teaching and learning or ako, so through our 

partnerships with whānau, our schools and local connections, 

we work to ensure our tamariki have a strong sense of 

belonging to their community. 

 We actively encourage our tamariki to show manaakitanga 

and recognise acts of kindness, empathy and generosity to 

each other and to the environment. To show consideration, 

be friendly and be a friend. 



 We treasure the unique gifts each individual brings in their 

kete of knowledge to our learning community and in the spirit 

of ako, value the learning we can gain from them. 

 We seek to provide a Kindergarten that is accepting, 

welcoming and beautiful, where aroha is evident and vibrant 

learning happens in a relaxed, familiar setting. 

 We encourage our tamariki to be creative and design in original 

and innovative ways. To take time to be curious ..... explore, 

investigate, muse, mull, ponder and imagine! To experiment, 

collaborate, question, wonder, discuss and think! To experience 

fun, joy, humour and excitement! 

 We embolden our tamariki to learn about risk and take 

challenges to build their resilience and confidence. We 

encourage their strength, assertiveness, emotional maturity 

and their positivity. 

 We see our tamariki as having huge potential and being natural 

researchers and theorists, capable of directing their own 

learning. We recognise and applaud their natural curiosity and 

ability to research and make sense of the world. We call this 

‘play’. 

 We provide many uninterrupted opportunites for the treasure 

that is play because we know it is not frivolous or indulgence, 

but instead the sacred, essential learning of our tamariki.  

 We revere our NZ Early Childhood Curriculum Te Whāriki 2017 

and are guided by its principles and goals. 

 Above all we cherish the role we hold as kaiako of our 

tamariki, ‘Ngā Kakano Apōpō’, our ‘Seeds of Tomorrow’ and in 

everything that we do we will always hold their wellbeing at 

the forefront of our minds. 

 

 

 

 


