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Natural light and 
breathtaking views flood 
the interior, including this 

passageway separating the 
master suite and family room.

OPPOSITE: The simple 
material palette of painted 

brick and clear cedar 
help prevent the home’s 
exterior from appearing 
complicated. The brick 

detail repeats inside where 
cedar transitions to finer-
grained oak and walnut.



S U M M E R  2 0 1 7  |  U TA H S T Y L E A N D D E S I G N  75

BY  BRAD MEE    PHOTOS BY SCOT ZIMMERMAN

Homeowners Stephanie and Todd Santiago enlist talented pros to help create a 
modern family residence that is as spectacular as the lush, sprawling site.

HOUSE
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Who says that family-friendly and high-style are incom-

patible? Who claims that in Utah County, modern-

ism has no place, or that under the shadow of Mount 

Timpanogos, there is no demand for daring design? 

Certainly not homeowners Todd and Stephanie 

Santiago, architect Warren Lloyd and interior designer 

Anne-Marie Barton, who teamed to create a sensation-

al, thoughtfully conceived Orem residence.

A unique park-like setting kickstarted the proj-

ect. When Vivint CEO Todd Pedersen purchased the 

municipal golf course Cascade Golf Center located 

along Orem’s foothills, he made available part of the 

acquired property to his sister Stephanie and her 

husband Todd—Vivint’s Chief Sales Officer—for their 

home. As Lloyd recalls, “We decided on a site at the 

TOP: A white oak-clad butterfly ceiling takes 
wing in the dining and kitchen areas while a 
white ceiling defines the adjoined family room. 

ABOVE: The Santiago family (left to right): 
Michael, Todd, Stephanie, Max, Ruby, Will, 
Mary, Emma, Tyson and Eddie
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Furnishings in the dining 
room were created to 
participate with the 
views, not distract from 
them. Barton paired 
a bench with chairs 
to surround a custom 
12-person table. 



ABOVE: The entry’s fireplace warms visitors 
while a bold rug, modern furnishings and art 
by Jill Barton animate the welcoming space. 
Pocket doors open to the study on one end 
and the main living area on the other. 

TOP LEFT: Serving as a modern vanity, slabs 
of Lagos Blue limestone appear to float on the 
powder room wall. The sconce is by Intérieurs 
and the antique rug is from Eliko Rugs.

BOTTOM LEFT:  A wall of glass allows light 
and backyard views to fill the cheery craft 
room—Stephanie’s favorite space. The built-
in shelves are by Joseph Pinegar Premier 
Cabinetry and the patterned drum pendants 
are from Room & Board.
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edge of the course with large cot-

tonwood trees and views of Mount 

Timpanogos and Utah Valley.” It was 

the ideal setting for Stephanie. “The 

open green space and the simplicity 

of the landscape was the perfect back-

drop for the type of modern home we 

wanted to build,” she says. The home 

was to be spacious, but not showy, 

and designed specifically for the San-

tiago’s young, active family of ten. 

“The first thing I told Warren was 

that even though the house would 

be big, I didn’t want it to look big,” 

says Stephanie. From the front, she 

explains, the dwelling looks a little 

bit like a ‘60s rambler. “It doesn’t 

speak monster.” Lloyd designed an 

L-shaped, low-profile home and 

clad it in brick and clear cedar that 

makes an understated yet strikingly 

modern impression. 

“We wanted to create a place to 

gather where everybody could be in 

the same space at the same time,” 

says Stephanie about a design that 

rejects single-purpose, formal or com-

partmentalized rooms. How about an 

entry that doubles as a music room 

complete with a fireplace? A study/

library that accommodates ten? A 

private wing housing a master suite, 

kid’s playroom and a private staircase 
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leading to the lower level’s children’s 

quarters? “Stephanie had a strong vi-

sion of the house she wanted to create 

for her family,” Lloyd explains.  

At the home’s core, the kitchen, 

dining and family room areas flow 

seamlessly into each other to form a 

large, open gathering space. There, 

varied ceiling planes provide a sense 

of separation for the three zones and 

include a white-oak clad butterfly 

ceiling with wings that slope upward 

to help capture sensational views. 

Expansive windows and doors framing 

much of the interior do the same. In 

fact, vistas seem to flood the home at 

every turn, courtesy of Lloyd’s unique 

design. “It is a large house yet we tried 

to create spaces that are only one room 

thick to capture views and access to the 

pool and yard,” he says. From the open 

family room, steps on each side of the 

fireplace lead to the main-floor master 

wing. “We used floor change to define 

more private spaces,” Lloyd says. On the 

other end of the home, another wing 

boasts much-used rooms including 



ABOVE: The open kitchen features a white-oak 
ceiling, a Tom Dixon light fixture, cabinetry by 
Joseph Pinegar Premier Cabinetry, and an end-of-
the-island table that expands the room’s seating 
options. A simple range hood complements the 
back wall’s striking, open shelving 

TOP RIGHT:  Barton offers a modern twist on the 
traditional farmhouse sink by forming an apron of 
White Macubus quartzite on the sink’s front.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Repeating the exterior’s brick 
pattern, a tiled wall creates a patterned backdrop 
for navy-colored cabinetry in the butler’s pantry. 
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 “The open green space and the simplicity of the landscape was the 
perfect backdrop for the type of modern home we wanted to build 

—Stephanie Santiago

 “
DN

1. Master Suite

2. Family Room

3. Kitchen

4. Dining Room

5. Entry

6. Library

7. Craft Room

8. Garage

BELOW: Kids frolic in the large pool 
overlooking a former fairway.

BOTTOM: The L-shaped home provides 
generous views of the patio, pool and 
spectacular park-like setting.
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a craft room and study, while the spacious lower 

level hosts the kids’ bedrooms and activity areas. 

 It takes a lot of daring to go toe-to-toe with this 

home’s dynamic architecture and active fam-

ily of ten, but the décor was up to the challenge. 

Throughout the house, Barton worked with Steph-

anie to masterfully mix modern forms, compel-

ling materials and finishes and a serene palette of 

natural tones animated with shots of blue—Steph-

anie’s favorite color. “With the openness of this 

sprawling ranch-style home, it was easy to apply 

design that overlapped into every room,” Barton 

says. And as much as the designer prioritized 

comfort, practicality and serenity throughout, she 

wasn’t shy about enlisting a little drama here and 

there. In the dining room, for example, a  dazzling 

glass-orb light fixture floats  above the 12-person 

table. In the master bath, a free-standing tub 

sculpturally melds into the shower bench, and in 

the craft room, a wall of glass opens the room to 

abundant light and pool views. “They certainly 

didn’t stop short with keen design elements simply 

because there were kids,” Barton says. 

As it turns out, this didn’t end up being the fam-

ily’s forever home. Stephanie relished the process 

of creating this house so much that she  jumped 

at the opportunity to repeat the experience, 

designing a new dwelling for her clan. Today, the 

same features that made this the perfect Orem 

residence for the Santiagos now serve a similarly 

large family that appreciates and enjoys the home 

with equal passion.  

ABOVE: A modern Lambert & 
Fils light fixture gleams above a 
shapely tub that Barton uniquely 
integrated into the adjacent shower 
bench. Custom mirrors hang from 
the angled ceiling and front the 
windows above the long vanity 
topped in Marble Quartz Marfil.


