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Who We Are

GRADES 

3 - 6

ALL GRADES PARTICIPATE IN 

STREAM
THE ONLY PreK-12 STEM CERTIFIED SCHOOL  

IN THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

TOTAL STUDENTS 

130
STUDENT/TEACHER RATIO 

14:1

OUR MISSION

Instilling 
Catholic values 
and promoting 

academic 
excellence by 

nurturing mind, 
body and soul.

Catholic education 
has served Aberdeen 
for nearly 125 years. 
The first Catholic school was established inside 

Sacred Heart Church in 1886, and a freestanding 

school was built a few years later.

Roncalli High School was established in 1964. 

Roncalli Junior High, grades 7 and 8, was 

established in 1969 at Sacred Heart School.  

In 1988, those students moved to the high school, 

which became Roncalli Junior/Senior High School.

In 1980, the Aberdeen Catholic School System 

was consolidated and Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s 

Schools were renamed Roncalli. Kindergarten was 

also added to the educational program. In the 

1988-89 school year, the Roncalli Sonshine Patch 

Preschool/Daycare Program was created. In 2002-

2004, new facilities were constructed for Roncalli 

Primary School and Roncalli Elementary School.

O U R  U N I Q U E 

History

An uplifting  
elementary school 
experience focused  
on Catholic values. 
More than anything, young students need a solid 

foundation to prepare them for what lies ahead. 

A base of belief that helps them become both 

outstanding citizens and adherents of God’s word. 

Our positive, prayerful experience allows students to 

develop their relationship with Jesus while attaining 

the academic building blocks they’ll need to succeed 

in tomorrow’s world. 

Welcome to Roncalli Elementary, where we’re proud 

to guide the next generation of Catholic leaders. 

Roncalli Elementary School 
501 Third Ave. SE 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 
605-229-4100 
aberdeenroncalli.org
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Without Faith,  
there is no Roncalli. 
As a ministry of Sacred Heart and St. Mary’s 
Parishes in Aberdeen and under the auspices 
of the Sioux Falls Diocese, the Church is the 
defining element of our schooling experience. 

In classes, school-wide masses, and outside the 
classroom in Christian community service, our 
students are engaged in prayerful worship on a 
daily basis. 

Religion Everyday 
We help faith come alive in our students by 
providing them with daily experiences and 
opportunities to deepen their faith and prayer 
life. Our mission is to guide them towards 
developing a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ that becomes their foundation for 
missionary discipleship throughout their lives.

Mass & Prayer
Along with classes, students pray a decade 
of Rosary each morning. All students attend 
weekly school Mass and pray the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy. Prayer is spread throughout each 
school day, and confession is held during Advent 
and Lent seasons. 

Priests on the Premises 
Roncalli is blessed by the regular presence of 
Priests in the school. They have a scheduled 15 
minute appearance in classrooms once a week, 
covering various important topics. The Priests 
also join us for recess, lunch, or just to walk 
down the hallways with students. 

Advent Service Project
As part of this annual project, students choose a 
local charity and contribute to it. In the past, they 
donated hats and gloves to Safe Harbor and pet 
food to the Humane Society. Most recently, students 
made Christmas greetings for Meals on Wheels 
recipients and helped cover the cost of meals. 

Faith
DEFINED BY
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Big Achievement 
SMALL CLASSES

Our Continued  
Focus on Literacy
At Roncalli, our focus is ongoing, rigorous 

professional development that will empower 

our teachers to understand the science behind 

how children learn to read. 

Our educators are gaining a deeper 

understanding of language structure and how 

to ensure that we not only meet but surpass 

the literacy needs of our students. With 

literacy comes academic success, improved 

self-esteem, personal empowerment, and 

equitable opportunities for all students.

At Roncalli, academics are designed to help 
prepare students for an ever-changing world 
while discovering their own God-given talents. 

Roncalli Believes: 
• Every child is capable of learning. 

• A teacher should be a guide and mentor. 

• Kids need a safe environment to develop their skills. 

• Students must have access to hands-on activities. 

• Technology should enhance and support instruction. 

• Catholic teachings should permeate all academic areas.

Financial Aid 
As a ministry of Sacred Heart and  

St. Mary’s, over half of the cost 

of each student’s education is 

subsidized. Our goal is to make a 

Catholic education available to any 

family who chooses it. Annually, 

Roncalli offers $100,000 in tuition 

assistance for K-12. Numerous 

generous donors have established 

tuition scholarships at Roncalli. 

Tuition assistance is also available 

through the state.
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In a world that’s 
growing more and 
more complex, today’s 
students need technical 
knowledge and skills.
Roncalli believes in providing education focused 

on the principles of STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, and Mathematics) with a couple 

needed improvements.

We’ve heavily invested in STREAM, a curriculum that 

teaches the essential STEM disciplines and adds 

Religion and Arts. To us, this modification leads to 

well-rounded students and the proper focus on God.

Roncalli is the only PreK-12th STEM certified school 

in the state of South Dakota. All of our STREAM 

teachers are certified with a 12 to 15 credit course 

on teaching student led classes. To further assist 

students in their learning, we have added Smart 

Labs in both the Elementary and High School. 

Smart Labs are great for Project-Based Learning 

among the students.

LEGO LEAGUE  
FIRST® LEGO® League guides students through 

STEM learning and exploration at an early age. 

Students get to apply their talents in exciting 

competition and grow their learning, confidence, 

and teamwork skills. 

GOLDEN RULE CREW   
Made up of 5th-6th graders, this distinguished crew 

monitors 3rd and 4th graders at recess, helps with 

events at school, and acts as a student council. 

SAINT SPOTLIGHT  
6th graders choose a saint, dress up, and give a 

speech about them. 

6TH GRADE SCIENCE FAIR  
Held each and every year. Winners attend the 

NSU science fair. This allows our 6th graders to 

experience and participate in scientific processing.

INVENTION CONVENTION   
This program is designed to help 5th graders think 

critically by identifying problems in their world 

and applying STEM skills to invent a solution. 

JR. DOCENT PROGRAM FOR THE  
DACOTAH PRAIRIE MUSEUM (DPM) 

For over 25 years, Roncalli 6th graders have 

supported the DPM through our Junior Docent 

Program. Students are trained to assist museum 

staff with tours and in many outreach programs. 

ELEMENTARY CHOIR 
All students, 3-6, have the opportunity to sing 

in a special choir that meets once a week. More 

challenging than general music classes, this choir 

performs the National Anthem at athletic events 

and at Christmas and Spring concerts. 

ELEMENTARY FESTIVAL HONOR CHOIR  
The Elementary Choir students in grades 4-6 have 

the opportunity to audition for this select group 

of students. Specific recorded exercises are sent 

to SDSU in Brookings, and a choir of 150 students 

is selected to sing with other Elementary students 

throughout the State.

BAND  
Available for all 5th and 6th grade students, 

Band includes individual and group lessons and 

performances at each concert. In the spring, an 

elementary contest allows them to compete in 

solo, small groups, and as a full band. 

RED RIBBON WEEK  
Red Ribbon Week is an alcohol, tobacco, drugs, and 

violence prevention awareness campaign observed 

annually in October. Each year, we engage kids in 

activities that reinforce good choices. 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR  
The book fair is held each year to promote literacy 

in our schools, sponsored by the Roncalli Libraries. 

STREAM

SCIENCE
TECHNOLOGY
RELIGION
ENGINEERING
ARTS
MATHEMATICS

Activities
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This Work
LET’S MAKE

OUR PROMISE 

If you sincerely wish to come 
here, we’ll do everything we can 
to make it work.

What’s Next?

Learn more about Roncalli at ABERDEENRONCALLI.ORG

To learn all about Admissions, Enrollment, Financial Aid, and Scholarships, simply go to: 
aberdeenroncalli.org/admissions

Schedule a Visit
Schedule a school tour by visiting www.aberdeenroncalli.org or call 605-229-4100.

Apply Online
www.aberdeenroncalli.org/admissions/enroll

Questions? 
Call: 605-229-4100 

Online: www.aberdeenroncalli.org 

Email: info@aberdeenroncalli.org



Get in touch to schedule your visit today. 
We look forward to seeing you soon!

Roncalli Elementary School 
501 Third Ave. SE 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 
605-229-4100 
aberdeenroncalli.org

Scan the 
code to  
schedule 
your visit!


