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Oral histories tell us about ourselves and our history and give us a personal 

glimpse into historical events. We will learn how to record a meaningful oral 

history of a family member and create a 3–5-minute edited video with a written 

reflection, describing how our family history influences our lives today. 

• What word comes to mind when you hear the word “story”? 

• What kinds of stories do you like to tell? 

• Do you have people in your family who like to tell you stories? 

• Does anyone tell you stories about their life? 

• What do you learn from stories about someone’s life? 

• How does learning from a personal story differ from learning from a history 

book? 

• What does the person tell the story benefit from the experience? 

• What does the person listen to the story benefit from the experience? 

• How does it feel when someone wants to hear your story? 

Listen to a selection of oral histories to become acquainted with the genre, for 

example from the Centropa and Storycorps websites. 

• Did you find the interviews interesting? 

• What was your favorite part? 

• What was the story’s main message? 

• Do you think that the interviewees liked sharing their story? 

• What did you learn from these interviews about how you would like to 

record your family’s oral history? 

Listening suggestions: 

• Ernest Galper – Growing Up Religious 

• Piroska Hamos – Life on the Danube 

• Marvin Goldstein and Eric Goldstein 

Learn how to interview and practice 

Watch the video from the Storycorps website “Four Tips for an Effective Interview.” 

mailto:learning@nli.org.il
http://www.centropa.org/
https://storycorps.org/
http://www.centropa.org/node/41647
http://www.centropa.org/node/43686
https://storycorps.org/listen/marvin-goldstein-and-his-son-eric/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=G70rR2vG5wY
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In pairs, write five questions based on the guidelines presented in the video and 

these sample questions. Then interview each other, record it (audio or video) and 

reflect on what you have learned from the process. 

What made the interview successful? What were some problems with the 

interview?  

Create 

Choose a family member to interview and decide on a topic you would like to learn 

about in their life. Here is a list of questions you might want to draw from. For 

example:  How a specific Jewish holiday was celebrated, school and teachers, 

siblings, how they met their partner, an event that changed their life, their best 

friend, Bar/Bat mitzvah, memories from their parents, occupation and work, 

recreation and hobbies, military experience, trips to Israel, their hometown and 

community life. 

Conduct an interview with a family member based on the guidelines you have 

learned and practiced. Create a 3–5-minute clip from the material you recorded. 

Consider including captions and photographs. 

Reflect 

Write an essay about how your family’s history and experiences influence your life 

today. 

Share 

●   Organize a “museum walk”: Computers are set up around the room, each 

with an interview ready to be watched. Photographs can be displayed near 

the computers. Walk around the room and watch the interviews. Set up a 

post-it wall to share people’s insights or take-aways. 

●   Post the interviews on a shared website such as Google Slides, Wix, or 

Padlet. 
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https://storycorps.org/participate/great-questions/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QBxtGTqgZIycmbjA2wgak2pBo6oxKCnF/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111987929080890376022&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.google.com/slides/about/
https://www.wix.com/
https://padlet.com/
https://padlet.com/

