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The thoroughbred racing industry also 
generates significant impacts for the societies 
in which it operates. This occurs through two 
key areas: charitable activities and taxation 
revenues.

CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES
In 2018/19, thoroughbred racing in the Asian 
Racing Federation member jurisdictions 
was responsible for delivering charitable 
contributions in excess of US$834 million. 
These charitable contributions play an 
important role in fostering societal benefits 
and impacts for the benefit of the broader 
population. The following case study 
illustrates one example of this impact.

CASE STUDY: THE HONG KONG JOCKEY CLUB 
– Riding High Together
The Hong Kong Jockey Club (the Club) has 
had a long tradition of providing support and 
assistance to charitable causes – an important 
activity which has been formalised as an 
integral part part of the Club’s operation 
since the 1950s, whereby the Club devotes 
its surplus after tax each year to charity and 
community projects.  

Over the past decade, the Club has donated 
on average HK$3.4 billion (US$437 million) a 
year through its Charities Trust (the Trust) to 
the broader community. In 2018/19, the Club 
donated 95% of its annual operating surplus 
after tax to the Trust. Over the same period, 

BROADER SOCIETAL 
IMPACTS

the Trust approved a record HK$4.3 billion 
(US$552.7 million) in donations to a record 294 
projects. The Trust is one of the world’s top 
ten charity donors. 

Over the past five years, the Trust has placed 
particular focus on four strategic areas which 
are youth; the elderly; sports; and arts, culture 
and heritage, with approximately half of the 
Trust’s annual donations allocated to these 
strategic areas. 

AS ONE OF THE 
WORLD’S TOP TEN 
CHARITY DONORS, THE 
HONG KONG JOCKEY 
CLUB DONATED HK$4.3 
BILLION (US$552.7 
MILLION) TO NEARLY 
300 CHARITY AND 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
IN 2019
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Clap for Youth @JC

Fun to Move@JC
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SELECTED EXAMPLES OF THE HONG KONG JOCKEY 
CLUB CHARITY PROJECTS

Youth
More than 50% of Hong Kong secondary schools 
have joined the CLAP for Youth@JC initiative which 
aims to support young people make informed 
choices through the development of a career and life 
development intervention model.

Sports
Recognising the importance of exercise for health and 
wellbeing, and that habits of exercise are best formed 
at an early age, Fun to Move@JC aims to introduce 
fun and engaging activities as a supplement to regular 
physical education classes for over 30,000 children 
and 30,000 parents.

The Elderly 
With Hong Kong’s population rapidly ageing, the 
Jockey Club Age-Friendly City Project has developed 
an AgeWatch Index to monitor the social and 
economic well-being of older people. Baseline 
assessments have been carried out in all 18 districts, 
with three year action plans on age-friendliness for 
each district developed.  

Arts, Culture and Heritage
The Central Police Station Revitalisation Project, 
led by the Club in partnership with the Government 
of Hong Kong SAR, is an initiative to conserve and 
revitalise an important heritage site comprising three 
declared monuments. The aim is to transform the site 
into a culture and leisure destination where heritage, 
contemporary art, performance arts and lifestyle 
elements are integrated for all to enjoy.

Operated under the name of Tai Kwun - Centre for 
Heritage and Arts, the revitalised site has attracted 
over 3.4 million visits in its first year of operation, 
becoming the most visited heritage site in Hong Kong.

Tai Kwun – Centre for Heritage and Arts
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Jockey Club Age-friendly City Project


