MENTORS
We are so lucky to have many amazing mentors from companies, start-ups
and universities who will share their expertise with teams during this
challenge! Read their bios below and consider who you'll want to meet with.
Links to schedule team meetings with mentors will go live on Monday, 25
January! Remember--one meeting per team per mentor!

ENERGY
Danfoss
Tom B. Jakobsen, Director of Innovation
Tom has experience from R&D management within residential heating
systems and district heating piping systems.
Schedule team mentorship HERE

Mark Shu, Senior Director, Innovation and head of the Danfoss
Innovation Accelerator (DIA)
Mark holds doctorate and master’s degrees in mechanical engineering from
Washington University in St. Louis. With over 20 years of experience in
energy technology, development and strategy, Mark is an advocate of
disciplined corporate entrepreneurship to accelerate long-cycle, capitalintensive product development for new energy technologies. His
background includes experience in system engineering, technoeconomic
modeling, and distributed energy project development. Following the launch
of DIA in 2018, Mark’s mission is to commercialize innovation that extends
Danfoss’ technology climate leadership and supports sustainable energy
development throughout the world. The Danfoss Innovation Accelerator
(DIA) located in Cambridge, Massachusetts next to the campus of MIT.
Schedule team mentorship HERE

Miha Bobič, Vice president of business development and product
portfolio
Mateja Panjan, Open Innovation, New Ways of Working and Customer
Experience Lead
Miha started as engineer in Danfoss in 1996, and in year 2004 become
director of R&D for Mechanical controls. In 2010 he was promoted to Senior
director of R&D for Electronic and mechanical controllers, heat exchangers
and District heating substations. In 2017 he took over Business
development and in 2019 became Vice president of business development
and product portfolio being responsible for P&L of 4 business units, her
remains on that position until today. Miha is an active member of
standardization bodies, Slovenian national innovation committee, Chamber
of commerce and lectures on some engineering schools. Since 1996 he also
published several articles from field of mechanical engineering,
electrotechnics, management of innovation, economics and human
resources.
Mateja Panjan is part of Danfoss District Energy Division as Open Innovation,
New Ways of Working and Customer Experience Lead. She has run several
hackathons already and knows exactly what it takes to prepare perfect pitch
for your investors. She is creative and passionate about new business
models that make district energy more sustainable and efficient. Welcome
to get in touch with her if you want to get customer insights, train your pitch
or just if you are in doubt which way to develop your idea if you are stuck in
the process.
Schedule team mentorship Miha Bobič & Mateja Panja HERE

ARCHITECTURE &
COMMUNITY SPACE
Rambøll
Ofri Earon, Architect, Ph.D in social sustainability in residential areas
Ofri is an experienced architect and city planner with a Ph.D in social
sustainability in urban environments. She is experienced in executing urban
planning projects in the initial stages, working on visionary principles, idea
and strategy development sketching, volume studies and feasibility studies,
and handling of involvement processes and project management. Ofri is
particularly interested in how physical frames and human behavior are
linked; how the physical environment can help improve everyday life in the
neighborhood, increase security, support neighborhood, local identity and
the relationship between private and public space. Her focus is the wellbeing of the users, which from experience shows, can lift the quality of the
project and the project owner’s satisfaction. She places great emphasis on
the relationship between a natural movement in the city (for pedestrians,
cyclists and motorists) and varied destinations where you can stay, meet in
public space and participate in communities.
Schedule team mentorship HERE

SPACE 10
Guillaume Charny-Brunet, Director of Strategy
Guillaume Charny-Brunet is a founding member of SPACE10 and Director of
Strategy. He is a French national who spent the last 12 years helping large
organizations innovate at the crossroad of sustainability, business and
technology. Today together with the rest the SPACE10 he is on a mission to
create a better everyday life for people and the planet.
Schedule team mentorship HERE

FOOD & WASTE
DTU Food Lab
Roberto Flore, Head, DTU Skylab FoodLab
Roberto has a background in agriculture and natural resource management,
and more than 15 years of international experience working in the field of
food system change and innovation. Since 2014, Roberto has been living in
Denmark, working side-by-side with scientists, entrepreneurs and thought
leaders to further the application of food-related innovation in a realworld
context. In 2018, he founded the DTU Skylab FoodLab. Roberto builds
bridges between disciplines by using food as a vehicle to address grand
global challenges. Roberto formally worked as Head of R&D at the Nordic
Food Lab, an open source laboratory founded by Rene Redzepi of the
award-winning restaurant Noma. In 2017, Rolling Stone Magazine cited
Roberto as one of 25 innovators who are changing the world. ICON
Magazine has identified Roberto one of the top seven creative Italian talents
to watch. Roberto has also co-authored books such as On eating insects
(awarded among 10 best cookbooks by the Guardian 2017 ), and Edible
insects in sustainable food systems.
Schedule team mentorship HERE

MIT Office of Sustainability
Brian Goldberg, Assistant Director
Brian has spent two decades tackling sustainability challenges throughout
the world. Since coming to MIT in 2016, Brian’s role help MIT leverage its
students, faculty, staff and campus as a test bed for modeling solutions to
sustainability challenges. He is leading campus-wide collaborations to
systemically design out waste from MIT and grow a campus that is resilient
to disruptions from current and intensifying climate risks.
Schedule team mentorship HERE

Susy Jones, Senior Sustainability Project Manager
At MIT’s Office of Sustainability, Susy works as a senior project manager,
leading projects on campus food systems, sustainable transportation,
strategic planning, and education. Susy has been working to advance
healthy, sustainable communities since graduating from Bryn Mawr College
in 2003. She began her career at the Food Trust in Philadelphia, where she
worked collaboratively to increase access to nutritious and local food
options within the City of Philadelphia’s public schools and neighborhoods.
She has a master’s degree in Urban & Environmental Planning & Policy from
Tufts University.
Schedule team mentorship HERE

University of Copenhagen Food
Science Department
Karsten Olsen, Associate Professor in the Department of Food Science
Marianne Nissen Lund, Professor in the Department of Food Science
Associate professor at the Section of Food Chemistry, Department of Food
Science, with more than 20 years of experience in research and education in
food chemistry and physics in relation to the processing and storage of
foods. Understanding the reaction kinetics and the thermodynamics of the
enzyme-catalyzed processes in food and model systems using enzyme
assays, spectroscopic or chromatographic techniques. Has experience with
the use of high-pressure technology for modifying macromolecules spatial
structure and subsequent characterization of protein denaturation using
differential scanning calorimetry (DSC).

Marianne Nissen Lund (formerly Marianne Lund Lametsch) obtained her
MSc degree in food science and technology (cand. techn. al.) from KVL (The
Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University) with special focus on food
chemistry, and was awarded her PhD degree in Dec 2007. She has been
affiliated with Department of Food Science at University of Copenhagen
since 2004 with a break as industrial postdoc at Novozymes in 2011-2013,
where she has focused on understanding the chemical mechanisms that are
important to food quality and stability. She was appointed associate
professor in Jan 2012 at Department of Food Science. In 2015 she was
jointly appointed as associate professor at Department of Biomedical
Sciences and Department of Food Science to increase the strategic
collaboration between the departments and build a research field in the gap
between food and health sciences.
Schedule team mentorship with Karsten Olsen & Marianne Lund
HERE

INNOVATION, DESIGN
& ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Blue Lobster
Nima Tisdall, CEO
Nima co-founded Blue Lobster in 2018 and is responsible for strategic
direction, daily management and growth in the company.
Schedule team mentorship HERE

Eco Tree
Thomas Norman Canguilhem, Co-founder & International CEO
Meet a creative spirit in a structured mind! Thomas is a passionate
entrepreneur and CEO into the 2.0 and green economy, with a wide
international exposure and 15+ years of experience in developing
businesses, restructuring companies and leading digital & sustainable
transitions. Thomas is now on a mission to leave a greener planet to the
next generations, as co-founder & International CEO of EcoTree, one of the
most promising nature-based solution against climate change.
Schedule team mentorship HERE

DTU Skylab
Marie Louise Pollmann-Larsen, Project Manager at DTU Skylab
DTU Skylab is a hub for technology-based innovation and entrepreneurship
in Denmark. Marie is a Design & Innovation Engineer with 10+ years of
experience working with entrepreneurship, sustainability and technologyand market development targeting the SDGs and emerging markets. In
recent years she has been driving international initiatives and events that
aim to involve students and entrepreneurs to impact the SDGs through
partnerships. Contact her if you need mentoring on facilitation, design of
product-service, value-creation and business model, or how to adopt a
universal design mindset on your solution.
Schedule team mentorship: (link coming soon)

