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Rationale and guiding principles

About you

1  Are you responding to this consultation as an:

Organisation, for example, a charity, school/college or think tank

2  If you are responding as part of an organisation, would you prefer your response was kept confidential?

No

3  If you are responding as an individual, are you responding as (please select all that apply):

N/A

Please specify :

4  If you are responding to this consultation as an organisation, are you responding as:

Other, please specify

Please specify:

UK Medical Freedom Alliance www.ukmedfreedom.org. We are a non-profit limited company who campaign on issues relating to medical ethics, informed
consent, bodily autonomy and medical choice.

5  Are you responding to the consultation with an interest in:

Primary schools, Secondary schools, Faith schools, Alternative provision/special schools, School sixth forms, FE college, Sixth form college, Designated
institutions

6  If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated confidentially in response to a freedom of information request, please explain
why you consider it to be confidential.

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words. Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

Introductory Questions : Age

7  If you are responding as an individual, are you:

Not Answered

8  What is your sex?

Not Answered

9  Is the gender you identify with the same as your sex registered at birth?

Not Answered

10  Where are you based?

England

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words. Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation:

Structure and overall guidance

11  Do you think the structure of the guidance is easy to follow?

Yes

12  If you answered no, how could the structure of the guidance change to make it easier to follow?



Please try to limit your response to under 250 words. Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

13  Does this guidance provide practical advice to support schools and colleges to meet their duties effectively?

Yes

14  If you answered no, how could we improve deliverability placed on schools and colleges whilst still providing for schools to meet their
duties?

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words. Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

Responding to Requests and Engaging parents

15  Does this section provide enough detail to help schools and colleges support children?

No

16  If you answered no, in which of the following areas do schools and colleges need further guidance to support a child? [tick all that apply]

How schools and colleges should involve parents in decisions

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

We believe that parents should ALWAYS be informed if their child is questioning their gender, as the steps that may follow may have a profound and
serious impact on their health and wellbeing. It should be made clear that it would only be in an very exceptional case that it would not be safe to inform
the parents, and that this decision would have to be supported with evidence by the school.

The guidance says that schools can signpost services to parents, but it also should be stated that schools must not involve 3rd party services as they are
not qualified to assess these organisations. Where an organisation has a political view which is highly supportive of gender transitioning and pushing a
specific agenda, this could result in physical or psychological harm to the child.

We believe a school's role is to teach children the truth of the biological reality that a boy cannot be a girl and vice versa and should instead be helping
and supporting children to become reconciled to the reality of the genetic and physical sex of their own body.

17  Think about the points outlined for schools and colleges to consider on pages 9-11 regarding making decisions about how to respond to
requests for social transition. Are these points helpful?

Yes

18  If you answered no, what considerations would be more helpful for schools and colleges to consider? For example, when assessing
whether to support a child wishing to socially transition, do you think different weight should be given to the views of parents, the age of the
child, the long- and short-term impacts on the child, the impact on other children, and any relevant clinical or medical advice?

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

Registration of Name and Sex

19  Does this section on page 12 provide enough detail for schools and colleges to ensure each child is recorded correctly and according to the
Education Act 1996, Pupil Registration (England) Regulations 2006, GDPR and the Data Protection Act?

Yes

20  If you answered no, what further information should be included to help schools and colleges?

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words. Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

Changing Names

21  Does this section on page 12 provide enough detail for schools and colleges to respond to a child’s requests to change their name?

No

22  If you answered no, in which of the following areas do schools and colleges need further guidance to respond to a child’s requests to
change their name? [tick all that apply]

How schools and colleges should make a decision about a child’s request to change their name, When schools and colleges might refuse a request in
relation to a child changing their name

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words. Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:



It is vital that schools are places where truth is sacrosanct, to provide security for children to be able to trust what they are taught as fact, and where
pupils are not misled to satisfy a political ideology, however uncomfortable this may be.

We agree with the guidance stating that using pronouns that do not reflect the biological reality of the child is a significant decision. We would like it
added that a change of name which is not in line with the biological sex of the child is also significant, as it naturally leads to affirmation of that child in
the gender of the name and confirms to the child and their peers and teachers that social transitioning is accepted and being pursued. This is harmful to
the child as it will likely increase their rejection of their body and risk them embarking onto a pathway of irreversible hormonal and even surgical
treatment, which can have profound physical and psychological effects such as sterility, raised cancer risk, psychiatric diagnoses, suicidal ideation and
genital mutilation.

Therefore, we would like the guidance to state categorically that schools and teachers should always use a child's birth name(s) or abbreviation of this
name.

Pronouns

23  Does this section on page 13 provide enough detail for schools and colleges to respond to a child’s requests to change their pronouns?

No

24  If you answered no, in which of the following areas do schools and colleges need further guidance to respond to a child’s requests to
change their pronouns? [tick all that apply]

When schools and colleges should refuse a request in relation to a child changing their pronouns

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

We welcome the requirement that no teacher or pupil can be compelled to use preferred pronouns. However, we would like the guidance to go further
and require schools to only use truthful pronouns which match the biological sex of the child, and to affirm the duty of staff to stick to these pronouns.

The use of (nonaligned) preferred pronouns is harmful to the child, as it affirms their false beliefs and rejection of their body, which can have serious,
detrimental consequences as we have outlined before. It also creates confusion for other children in relation to what is truth and what is false on the
most basic fact of biological sex - that people are either male or female, genetically and biologically, and cannot change from one sex to the other.

Single-Sex Spaces - Toilets, Changing Rooms and Showers and Boarding and Residential Accommodation

25  Does this section on pages 14 and 15 provide enough detail for schools and colleges to respond when a child who is questioning their
gender makes a request to use facilities (e.g. toilets, changing rooms, showers and boarding and residential accommodation) designated for
the opposite sex?

Yes

26  If you answered no, in which of the following areas do schools and colleges need further guidance? [tick all that apply]

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words. Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

27  Think about the circumstances provided in the guidance on pages 14 and 15, outlining the option for schools and colleges to find
alternative facilities. Does the guidance provide enough support to help schools and colleges determine how to offer alternative facilities?

Yes

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words. Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

28  Does this section provide enough detail for schools and colleges to support children who do not wish to use accommodation that is
designated for their sex in relation to boarding and overnight accommodation?

Yes

29  If you answered no, in which of the following areas do schools and colleges need further guidance? [tick all that apply]

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words . Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

Uniform

30  Does this section on page 16 provide enough detail for schools and colleges to respond to a gender-questioning child who makes a
request in relation to uniform?

Yes



31  If you answered no, in which of the following areas do schools and colleges need further guidance to respond to a gender-questioning
child, who makes a request in relation to uniform? [tick all that apply]

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words. Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

Physical Education and Sport

32  Does this section on page 17 provide enough information on what to do if a gender questioning child asks to participate in a certain sport
or activity with the opposite sex?

Yes

33  If you answered no, in which of the following areas do schools and colleges need further guidance to support children taking part in PE or
sport? [tick all that apply]

 Please try to limit your response to under 250 words. Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

34  Think about the circumstances provided in the guidance on page 17, outlining the need for fairness and safety in PE or sport. Does the
guidance provide enough support to help schools and colleges determine what is fair and safe?

Yes

35  If you answered no, what further support should be included to help schools and colleges determine what is fair and safe in PE or sport?

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words] Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation..:

Single-sex schools

36  Does the guidance on the application of the Equality Act to admissions to single sex schools on page 18 provide enough information to
support single sex schools in making decisions about the admission of children who are questioning their gender?

No

37  If you answered no, in which of the following areas do schools and colleges need further guidance to support effective decisions on the
admission of children who are questioning their gender [tick all that apply]

Something else

Please try to limit your response to under 250 words Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

We are concerned that, although the guidance is helpful and goes a long way, there is a loophole to allow single-sex schools to admit pupils of the
opposite sex "incognito". This loophole must be closed so that there can be no covert admission of girls to boys' schools or vice versa.

Admission to single-sex schools must be based on biological sex at birth, not self-identified gender. Schools should be discouraged from collecting
information on a child's gender identification in the admissions process.

38  To individuals responding who work in, or represent single-sex schools:Has your single-sex school previously had to make a decision on
the admission to your school of a child of the opposite sex (regardless of whether or not the school admitted the child)?

Not Answered

39  If yes, was that child questioning their gender?

Not Answered

Please do not add any details which may easily identify you or your organisation.:

Public Sector Equality Duty [PSED]

40  Do you have any comments regarding the potential impact of the guidance on those who share a protected characteristic under the
Equality Act 2010, whether negative or positive? How could any adverse impact be reduced and are there any other ways we could advance
equality of opportunity or foster good relations between those who share a protected characteristic and those who do not?

Please give reasons for your answer and try to limit your response to under 250 words:

We are concerned about the vulnerability of children to indoctrination into political or ideological agendas whilst in school. In a school there may be staff 
and governors who have strong political and activist views on the contested gender-questioning ideology and who put on special days to celebrate causes 
such as LGBT, Pride etc. We contend that schools should not be putting on such events as they are political not educational. 



Schools should be a safe place in which all children can freely and honestly express their opinions and question ideas without fear of hostility or
censorship. The gender-questioning ideology is often presented in such a way that anyone who questions it is accused of "hatred" and which causes
division within a school community. No child, regardless of their stance on this issue, should be harassed, victimised or discriminated against in the
school community.

General

41  Do you have any comments on the overall approach of the guidance?

Yes

If yes, please detail below and try to limit your response to under 250 words.:

We wholeheartedly agree with the statement in the guidance that "Schools and colleges are places where children should be given the knowledge, the
skills and the opportunities to succeed in life" and are glad of the steps in this guidance which will allow schools to more securely navigate this thorny
issue in a way that upholds the truth of the fact of immutable biological sex and protects children (both gender-questioning and non-gender-questioning)
from psychological and physical harm.

We are encouraged that the draft guidance goes a long way to restoring common sense and protecting children from the potentially damaging and
divisive gender-identity ideology. We welcome the guidance which will protects teachers who believe their job is to educate not indoctrinate their pupils,
and which seeks to put parents back at the centre of their child's healthcare and welfare decisions.

Social transitioning is not a neutral or harm-free act. Therefore, children experiencing gender confusion must be compassionately supported and helped
to come to terms with (and eventually accept) their biological sex and their own body and individuality.

42  Do you have any further comments you would like to share on the draft of the guidance that have not been captured above?

No

If yes, please detail below and try to limit your response to under 250 words.:
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