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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 11 March regarding vaccination against COVID-19. 
Please accept my sincere apologies for the delay in replying. 
 
I understand the concerns raised and I am grateful to you for taking the time to raise them 
with me. 
 
The UK currently operates a system of informed consent for vaccinations. Our objective is 
to vaccinate as many people as possible, in line with the advice of the Joint Committee on 
Vaccination and Immunisation. We will continue to provide clear information to the public, 
encouraging people to seek the NHS’s advice so that they have the right information to make 
an informed choice. 
 
We strongly encourage health and social care workers to be vaccinated against COVID-19 
in order to protect those that they care for. COVID-19 vaccines are not currently mandated 
for any groups. 
  
To increase vaccine uptake, the Government is considering amending the Health and 
Social Care Act 2008 (Regulated Activities) Regulations 2014. This would mean that older 
adult care home providers could only use those staff who have received the COVID-19 
vaccination (or those with a legitimate medical exemption) in line with the Government’s 
guidance. On 14 April, the Department of Health and Social Care launched a 5-week 
consultation on amending these regulations. This consultation will seek views on the 
proposal, its scope, any potential impact on staffing and safety, as well as how the proposal 
would be implemented and who could be exempt. 
 
Staff, providers, stakeholders, residents, and their families are being urged to take part to 
have their views heard with a final decision expected this summer. More information on 
how to take part can be found at www.gov.uk by searching for ‘care home vaccine 
consultation’. 
 

http://www.gov.uk/


 

 

Alongside the consultation, the Government and the NHS are continuing to work hard to 
encourage people in all communities to come forward and accept the offer of a vaccine. 
We are working closely with directors of public health, local authorities, charities, and faith 
leaders to boost vaccine uptake. We have designed information and advice for 
communities across the country in multiple languages and sponsored content in hundreds 
of community newspapers, radio, and TV channels, as well as producing social media films 
with leading clinicians to answer questions about the vaccine. 
 
From the beginning of the outbreak, our policies have been guided by the advice of the 
Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies, which is led by the Chief Scientific Adviser and 
Chief Medical Officer for England, and the response is kept under constant review.  
 
It is essential that everyone continues to follow government guidance, whether they have 
had the vaccine or not, to protect the NHS and save lives. People must follow the rules to 
stop the spread of the virus. 
 
Thank you again for taking the time to write and I hope that this reply is helpful to your co-
signatories. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

NADHIM ZAHAWI MP 
Minister for COVID Vaccine Deployment 

Minister for Business and Industry 
 


