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31 October 2022 

Freedom of Information Request from the UK Medical Freedom Alliance to:  

• Dame June Raine –  Chief Executive of the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory 
Agency (MHRA) 

Dear Dame June, 

Re: Your previous response to FOI 22/794 regarding Scottish Excess Mortality and its temporal 
association with COVID-19 vaccinations 

Thank you for your reply, received on 22 September 2022, to our previous Freedom of Information 
request dated 1 July 2022. 

We regret that you were unable to supply the data we requested, which related to any and all 
documents or minutes of meetings analysing Scottish excess all-cause mortality data, as well as Scottish 
data regarding ambulance callouts for cardiac events in young people and their temporal associations 
with COVID-19 vaccinations. 

The fact that you declared you have no such documents implies that this has not been investigated, 
either because you are unaware of the data or you consider it insignificant and unworthy of 
investigation. You have not provided a reason why this has not been investigated, despite our request.  

We have previously communicated with the Scottish Government, as you suggested, and were referred 
to you as being “responsible for monitoring these vaccines”. We also considered that such an 
investigation would very much fall into your remit, particularly as you have stated in your “Report of the 
Commission on Human Medicines Expert Working Group on COVID-19 vaccine safety surveillance” i, 
published on 5 February 2021, that you would undertake formal epidemiological studies “on an ad hoc 
basis should the need arise”. We suggest in the strongest possible terms that significantly increased 
excess mortality constitutes such a need, especially in view of a persistent signal to date (Figure 1). 

 
Figure 1 
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Under the Freedom of Information Act, we therefore now request that you make available the following: 

1) The specific criteria that you have set which will trigger a formal epidemiological study, in the 
context of COVID-19 vaccine safety monitoring. 

We acknowledge the other three strands of your proactive vigilance strategy, outlined in the same 
document. However, although this strategy appears to have been in place for 21 months, we are not 
aware of any published output from either “Rapid Cycle Analysis” (Strand 2) or “Targeted active 
monitoring” (Strand 3).  

Your weekly published summaries of Yellow Card reportingii highlight increasing numbers of several 
different serious adverse events such as anaphylaxis, Bell’s palsy, transverse myelitis, thromboembolic 
events, immune thrombocytopenia, capillary leak syndrome, menstrual disorders, myocarditis and 
pericarditis, delayed hypersensitivity reactions, Guillain-Barré syndrome and fatal outcome. All of these 
reports in the numbers recorded must be significant enough, as a “pre-defined event”, to prompt a rapid 
cycle analysis with published results for independent, public scrutiny. 

We therefore also request that you make available: 

2) Any and all documents, emails, or minutes of meetings referring to rapid cycle analysis in the 
context of COVID-19 safety monitoring. 

3) Any and all documents, emails, or minutes of meetings referring to targeted active monitoring 
in the context of COVID-19 safety. 

We welcome the weekly published summaries of Yellow Card reporting, documenting the ever-rising 
numbers of reported serious and fatal adverse events. We note with interest your repeated reference to 
the fact that many of these occurred in the elderly with pre-existing comorbidities, whilst this never 
qualified or contextualised the numbers of deaths reported within 28 days of a positive COVID-19 test. 

Although a report does not prove causality, you note yourself that “every passive surveillance system 
suffers from variable under-reporting” and thorough investigation of every report is necessary. Your 
latest summary contains 2,272 reports with fatal outcome, and you merely remark that you will 
“continue to carefully review and monitor all reports”. 

We now request that you make available: 

4) Any and all documents, emails, or minutes of meetings that you relied upon to decide how 
many of these fatal outcomes were caused by a COVID-19 vaccine. 

5) The criteria that you have set, regarding the number of reported COVID-19 vaccine-associated 
deaths to the Yellow Card system, that would prompt you to call for a halt of the COVID-19 
vaccination program. 

If you have no such documents or this has not been considered in any of your meetings, please provide 
us with a reason why this has not been thoroughly investigated. 

We look forward to your timely response in line with requirements of the Freedom of Information Act. 

UK Medical Freedom Alliance  
www.ukmedfreedom.org  

 
i https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/report-of-the-commission-on-human-medicines-expert-
working-group-on-covid-19-vaccine-safety-surveillance/report-of-the-commission-on-human-medicines-
expert-working-group-on-covid-19-vaccine-safety-surveillance 
 
ii https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-vaccine-adverse-
reactions/coronavirus-vaccine-summary-of-yellow-card-reporting#conclusion-1 
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