Sunday, January 9, 2022
Epiphany of our Lord

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

_____________________________________________________________
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
BAPTISM VERSE

Everyone Is a Child of God

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,

the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,
our light and our salvation.
Amen.
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
We give you thanks, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you
created heaven and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living
things.
Blessed be God now and forever.
By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you
had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of cloud and fire through
the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the promised land.
Blessed be God now and forever.
In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy
Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection your beloved Son has set us
free from the bondage to sin and death, and has opened the way to the joy and
freedom of everlasting life. He made water a sign of the kingdom and of cleansing
and rebirth. In obedience to his command, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God now and forever.
Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given new life.
Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and bring them forth as
inheritors of your glorious kingdom.
To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
HYMN

Bright and Glorious Is the Sky

[ELW 301]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God, you revealed the incarnation of your Son by the brilliant
shining of a star. Shine the light of your justice always in our hearts and over all lands,
and accept our lives as the treasure we offer in your praise and for your service,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

_____________________________________________________________
CHILDREN’S TIME
READING – Ephesians 3:1 – 12
A reading from the letter to the Ephesians:
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—
for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was given
me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote
above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the
same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the saints, this
grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in
God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.
This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus
our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in
him.
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil

[ELW 512]

GOSPEL – Matthew 2:1 - 12
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and
calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has
been written by the prophet:
‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they
were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.

The gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON – Pastor Elizabeth Felt
HYMN

The First Noel

[ELW 300]

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

_____________________________________________________________
OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC
Michelle Hessel, Soloist

OFFERTORY

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

[ELW 181]

COMMUNION GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

COMMUNION PRAYER

Almighty Lord, we praise your shining light ...
... and so we pray and praise: Amen, amen, amen, amen.
Amen, amen, amen, amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
LAMB OF GOD

NUNC DIMITTIS

Lord God, Now Let Your Servant Depart in Peace

@2011 Greg Scheer

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
_____________________________________________________________

BENEDICTION
HYMN

We Are Marching in the Light of God

[ELW 866]

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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