Sunday, December 26, 2021
First Sunday of Christmas

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

_____________________________________________________________
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
HYMN

Once in Royal David’s City

[ELW 269]

BAPTISM – Ryleigh Ann Curran
Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy and love…
… People of God, do you promise to support Ryleigh and pray for her in her new life in
Christ?
All: We do…
… Do you believe in God the Father?
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
Pastor: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting…
… Let us welcome the newly baptized.
All: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in
giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to
all the world.
HYMN

Joy to the World

[ELW 267]

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your
good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

_____________________________________________________________
HYMN

Love Has Come

[ELW 292, vs. 1,2]

READING – Micah 5:2 – 5a
A reading from the prophet Micah:
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Reading – Luke 2:1 – 7
The holy gospel according to Luke
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary,
to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
HYMN

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly

[ELW 276]

READING – Luke 2:8 – 16
A reading from the gospel of Luke.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God
and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
HYMN

Angels We Have Heard On High

[ELW 289, vs. 1,2]

READING – Luke 2:21 – 36
A reading from the gospel of Luke.
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or
two young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary
under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON – Pastor Peter Carlson Schattauer
HYMN

O Come All Ye Faithful

[ELW 283, All]

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

_____________________________________________________________
OFFERING

ANTHEM
When Hope Comes Down
by Kari Jobe
Solo by Michelle Hessel
OFFERTORY

What Child Is This?

COMMUNION GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

[ELW 296]

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
COMMUNION PRAYER

Holy One, the beginning and the end ...
... Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With the bread and cup …
--- We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit …
… Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours …
… one God, now and forever/
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
LAMB OF GOD

NUNC DIMITTIS

Lord God, Now Let Your Servant Depart in Peace

@2011 Greg Scheer

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
_____________________________________________________________

BENEDICTION

HYMN

Go Tell It On the Mountain

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is born! Go tell I on the mountain and everywhere.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

[ELW 290]
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