
 
 
 
 
 

2nd Sunday After Pentecost 
Blessing of Graduates 
Sunday, June 6, 2021 

 
GATHER 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
the God of manna, 
the God of miracles, 
the God of mercy. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 
God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question your ways when they 
differ from the ways of the world in which we live.  We turn to our own 
understanding rather than trusting in you.  We take offense at your teachings 
and your ways.  Turn us again to you.  Where else can we turn?  Share with us 
the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 
 
Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 
nourished.  By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.  
Through Jesus,☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy:  
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 
 
 



HYMN [ELW 532]                              Gather Us In  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into 
victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in 
the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
READING – 1 Samuel; 8:4 – 11, 16 – 20      
A reading from the First Book of Samuel. 
 
Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 
and said to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint 
for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” But the thing displeased 
Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the 
Lord, and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in all that 
they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from 
being king over them. Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought 
them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also 
they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly 
warn them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” 
 
So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him 
for a king. He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he 
will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and 
to run before his chariots; 
 
He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and 
donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you 
shall be his slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom 
you have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you in that day.” 
 
But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we 
are determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other 
nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our 
battles.” 
 
Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION [ELW 172] Halle, Halle, Hallelujah 

 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL – Mark 3:20 – 35    
The holy gospel, according to Mark.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
Then he went home; and the crowd came together again, so that they could 
not even eat. When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people 
were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” And the scribes who came down 
from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts 
out demons.” And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How 
can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom 
cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able 
to stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot 
stand, but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and 
plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house 
can be plundered. 
 
“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies 
they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for they had said, “He has an 
unclean spirit.” 
 
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him 
and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your 
mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” And he replied, 
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who sat around 
him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of 
God is my brother and sister and mother.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  



SERMON – Pastor Elizabeth Felt 
 
HYMN [ELW 525]                            You Are Holy 

 

 

 

 



APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

OFFERING 
 
HYMN [ELW 670]                           Build Us Up, Lord 

 

 



 

 
 
COMMUNION GREETING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
O God most mighty, 
O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, 
call us to your table, 
grant us your life… 
 
…O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 
Grant us such life, 
the life of the Father to the Son, 
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, 
life in you, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and give you 
peace. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
BLESSING OF THE GRADUATES 
 
Dear friends: Life presents us with various significant milestones…  
 
…People of Advent, do you promise to support these students, take an interest 
in their future, be with them in their celebration and sadness, and welcome 
them whenever they return to Advent? 
 
All: In God’s love, we support them.  
 
Do you promise to faithfully pray for these siblings in Christ, placing their futures 
into God’s loving hands as they move into this next stage of life? 
 
All: In God’s love, we pray for them. 
 
Let us pray. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, when you welcomed the children your invitation included 
each one of us. Your guiding hand has continually been upon these young 
people. You have sustained them. You have shared their laughter and wiped 
away their tears. In times of confusion you have offered direction. In times of 
sorrow you have offered hope. In time of doubt your Holy Spirit has lifted them. 
Grant, O Savior, to each of these graduates the knowledge of your continued 
presence as they go forth into the future. Bless them and keep them. Guide their 
steps. Hold them in your hands. Bless them and keep them now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Go out into the world in peace; 
Be of good courage; 
Hold fast to what is good; 
Return no one evil for evil;  
Strengthen the fainthearted; 
Support the weak; 
Help the suffering; 
Honor all people; 
Love and serve God, 
Rejoicing in the power of our God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 



HYMN [ELW 768]                   Lead Me, Guide Me   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. 


