
 
 
 
 
 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, May 16, 2021 

 
 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 
 Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift 

of baptism. 
 

 We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us 
from death to life, from tears to joy.  We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit 
comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers.   
 

 Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your 
mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our journey as we share your 
life.  Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life. 

 To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN                                 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!  

 



 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the Communion of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the 
powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and 
your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
ANTHEM 
Elijah Rock 
Arr. Roger Emerson 
Community Choir, Carla Waterman - Accompanist 
 

WORD 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 



ANTHEM 
Sing, Rejoice, Clap Your Hands 
by Mark Patterson 
Combined Children’s Choirs 
Carla Waterman - Accompanist 
 
READING – Acts 1:15-17, 21-26    
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, “Friends, the scripture 
had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning 
Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— for he was 
numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 
 
So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the 
day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with 
us to his resurrection.” So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was 
also known as Justus, and Matthias. Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know 
everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen to take the 
place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his 
own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he 
was added to the eleven apostles. 
 
Word of God.  Word of life.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 
HOLY GOSPEL – John 17:6 – 24    
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 



know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf 
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in 
the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, 
as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you 
have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming 
to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy 
made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world has 
hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to 
protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have 
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
 
“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in 
me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I 
am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 
sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may 
be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become 
completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom 
you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you 
have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – Pastor Elizabeth Felt             
 
HYMN                           Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 



 

 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

THANKSGIVING 
The Holy Spirit inspires us to give thanks for God’s saving word and all the gifts of God. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
  
OFFERING 
 
ANTHEM 
Come by Here 
arr. Hart Morris 
Resound! Handbell Choir, Community Choir,  
Combined Children’s Choirs 
 
THANKSGIVING OF THE WORD 
Praise to you, O God, for your Word of life: 
creating a wondrous universe, 
proclaiming freedom from captivity, 
becoming the song of your people. 
We praise you, O God, for your Word. 
We praise you, O God, for your Word.  
Your Word is made flesh among us: 
with Mary in the garden, you call us by name.  



With Thomas beholding your wounds, you call us to believe. 
With sheep of others folds, we are gathered by your voice.  
Your Word names our death and our life:  
a seed that falls into the earth and dies,  
rain and snow that come down from heaven to water the earth,  
a vine in which we abide.  
Through your Word, you appoint us to bear fruit, fruit that will last.  
We bless you, O God, for your Word. 
We bless you, O God, for your Word. 
  
By your living Word, we are witnesses of these things. 
Breathe into us your Holy Spirit.  
Open our minds to understand the scriptures.  
Give us wisdom to declare what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, 
what we have looked at and touched with our hands 
concerning the word of life.  
Fill us with strength to love, not in word or speech alone, 
but in truth and action. 
With every creature in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, 
we join in the hymn of all creation, as 
we thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. 
We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

BENEDICTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN                                            O Christ, Our Hope 

 

 

 

 
 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
Ring, Zing, Swing 
by John A. Behnke 
Resound! 
 
 
 


