
 
 
 
 
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, May 2, 2021 

 
GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift 
of baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us 
from death to life, from tears to joy.  We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit 
comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers.   
 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your 
mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our journey as we share your 
life.  Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN                                   Now the Green Blade Rises  

 



 

 

 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. 
Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know 
the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

WORD 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
READING – Acts 8:26 – 40     
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he 
got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 



was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 
chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” He replied, “How 
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside 
him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
    and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
        so he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
    Who can describe his generation? 
        For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 
The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and 
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As 
they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” He 
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, 
went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of 
the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as 
he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the 
towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL – John 15:1 - 8   
The holy gospel according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch 
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 



more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to 
you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the 
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by 
this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 
 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON – Pastor Peter Carlson Schattauer 
 
HYMN                                            I Come with Joy 

 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

OFFERING 
 
ANTHEM 
Around You, O Lord Jesus 
by Thomas Keesecker 
Resound! and Community Choir 
 
COMMUNION GREETING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe... 
...Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



With this bread and cup 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery 
of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. 
Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, 
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION BLESSING 
May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and give you 
peace. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
HYMN                                          To Be Your Presence   

 

 

 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 


