.Advent

Lutheran Church
Wednesday, April 28, 2021

GATHERING

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, source of all goodness and life, who clothes
us with Christ Jesus and makes us one by the Holy Spirit.

Blessed be God forever.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
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For peace between nations... let  us pray.
For the hungry...
For patience...
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into
your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole.
Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

READING - Acts 4:5-12
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-
priestly family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they
inquired, "By what power or by what name did you do this¢” Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick
and are asked how this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and
fo all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised
from the dead. This Jesus is

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
it has become the cornerstone.’

There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among mortals by which we must be saved.”

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Still Waters
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Text and music: Rolf Vegdahl, based on Psalm 23

READING - 1 John 3:16 - 24
A reading from the first letter of John.

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us--and we ought to lay down
ovur lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has the
world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little
children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this
we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him
whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he
knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness
before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his
commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that
we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just
as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, and
he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he
has given us.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

A Refrain
t
e e
) ' ;
Al - le - lu-ia, al-le-lu-ia,
— —
[ o’ -’ — & j:. ) 1.
e r
al-le-lu-ia; Al -le - lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
a Verse ;
iﬁ‘ y o ._ﬂ]_,l_- : - %
] S——.
Your words are sweet to taste,
A X . To Refrain
%_.' o i ‘} P\
d!
e ot
sweet - er than hon - ey to our mouth.

HOLY GOSPEL - John 10:11 - 18
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

“I'am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the
wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them
and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not
care for the sheep. | am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know
me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And | lay down my life
for the sheep. | have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must bring
them also, and they will listen fo my voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life in
order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own
accord. I have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again. |
have received this command from my Father.”

The gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.



HYMN The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
and, oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

thy goodness faileth never.
within thy house forever.

Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
Music: S1. CoLumga, Irish tune

APOSTLE'S CREED

6 And so, through all the length of days,

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended into the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,




the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God in your mercy,
Hear our prayer

GREETING OF PEACE
The peace of the risen Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

OFFERTORY
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COMMUNION GREETING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; thisis my body given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we
proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering, upon this bread, within this
cup, among your people, throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to
you, Holy God, for your mercy, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your
Church, without end.

Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
ol .
Eh—3— — —— — —
@u_&_ ===
. .A:u
A3 | —— ; ] i = et &
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the

1 1

g L _—

96N
;:]

world, have mer-cy on us, have mer-cy on us.

| 3.

0| —

P

s & P &=

DR o e e
world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

COMMUNION BLESSING

May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and give you
grace.

Amen.

BLESSING

Holy God, Blessed Trinity, strengthen your faith, increase your hope, deepen your
love, and give you peace this night and always.

Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Restin God. Rise fo serve.
Thanks be to God.



