Easter Vigil
Saturday, April 3, 2021
GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

_____________________________________________________________
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ
passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in
vigil and prayer. This is the passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and the word,
through water and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim Christ’s death and
resurrection, share Christ’s triumph over sin and death, and await Christ’s
coming again in glory.
Let us pray.
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Bless
this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of
Christ’s rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of
righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Christ, yesterday and today, the beginning and the ending. To Christ belongs all
time and all the ages; to Christ belongs glory and dominion now and forever.
Amen.
The light of Christ rising in glory, dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.
Light and Darkness

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Eternal giver of life and light,
this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen Christ. Renew your church
with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship you in sincerity and truth
and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

_____________________________________________________________
READING – Isaiah 55:1 - 11
A reading from the prophet Isaiah:
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without
price. Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor
for that which does not satisfy? Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and
delight yourselves in rich food. Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that
you may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure
love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader and
commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your
God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you. Seek the LORD while he
may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked forsake their way,

and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may
have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down
from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making
it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so
shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I
sent it.
Word of God, Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
From All Creation Sings, Setting 12

HOLY GOSPEL – John 20:1 – 18
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she
ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved,
and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out and
went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple
outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there,
and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings
but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand
the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their
homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was
Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking
for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus said
to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and
she told them that he had said these things to her.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
PROCLAMATION – (3x)
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
HYMN
all verses

Hallelujah! Jesus Lives

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
God, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

THANKSGIVING

The Holy Spirit inspires us to give thanks for God’s saving word and all the gifts of God.

_____________________________________________________________

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Praise to you, O God, for your Word of life: creating a wondrous universe,
proclaiming freedom from captivity, becoming the song of your people.
We praise you, O God, for your Word.
We praise you, O God, for your Word.
Your Word is made flesh among us: with Mary in the garden, you call us by
name. With Thomas beholding your wounds, you call us to believe. With sheep
of others folds, we are gathered by your voice. Your Word names our death and
our life: a seed that falls into the earth and dies, rain and snow that come down
from heaven to water the earth, a vine in which we abide. Through your Word,
you appoint us to bear fruit, fruit that will last. We bless you, O God, for your
Word.
We bless you, O God, for your Word.
By your living Word, we are witnesses of these things. Breathe into us your Holy
Spirit. Open our minds to understand the scriptures. Give us wisdom to declare
what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked
at and touched with our hands concerning the word of life. Fill us with strength
to love, not in word or speech alone, but in truth and action. With every
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all
that is in them, we join in the hymn of all creation, as we thank you, O God, for
your life-giving Word.
We thank you, O God, for your life-giving Word.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

_____________________________________________________________
BENEDICTION
HYMN

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good
news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

