What is the
Oxfordshire Plan?
Oxfordshire’s city and district councils
are working together to produce a new
strategic plan for Oxfordshire.
The Oxfordshire Plan will include policies relating to
climate change, environmental quality, infrastructure,
development, urban renewal, and much more. It will
set out how much new development there will be in
Oxfordshire to 2050 and where this new development
will be located. It will also set requirements for new
development, to make sure that it takes account
of its environmental impacts and is supported by
necessary infrastructure.

Key facts about the
Oxfordshire Plan:












The Oxfordshire Plan will focus on the strategic
planning issues relevant to the whole of
Oxfordshire.
It will sit alongside adopted Local Plans and
Neighbourhood Development Plans.
It will provide the framework for new Local Plans
and Neighbourhood Development Plans.
It will be used to help make decisions on
planning applications.
The Oxfordshire Plan will identify broad locations
for new development. It will be up to Local Plans
to identify specific development sites within this
framework.
It will plan for the next 30 years, up to 2050. This
is double the length of normal Local Plans.

What are you consulting on?
In early 2019, we undertook an initial consultation
called ‘Introducing the Oxfordshire Plan’. The
purpose of that consultation was to ask for your
views on what the vision, aspirations, objectives
and strategy for the Oxfordshire Plan should be.
Having reflected on your comments, we have
identified a range of different options for the
Oxfordshire Plan. We want to know what you think
about these options – are there options that you
agree or disagree with? Do you think that there are
other options that should be considered?
The responses received through this consultation
will be used to help shape and inform the
development of the Oxfordshire Plan 2050.

When and how can I
respond?
This consultation will run for 10 weeks
from 30th July to 8th October 2021.
Anyone wishing to make comments can do
so at www.oxfordshireopenthought.org.
Alternatively, comments can be emailed to:
info@oxfordshireplan.org
or posted to:
Oxfordshire Plan 2050
Speedwell House
Speedwell Street
Oxford
OX1 1NE

What are the key policy options in the consultation document?
The Oxfordshire Plan will include policies based around five key themes:
i. Addressing climate change
This theme includes policy options on sustainable
design & construction, energy, water efficiency and
flood risk. Collectively, these policies will help to
reduce carbon emissions in Oxfordshire, encourage
a shift to sustainable energy, help prepare for future
weather events (flooding), and ensure an efficient
use of energy and water.

iv. Planning for sustainable travel and
connectivity

This theme includes policy options that collectively
aim to protect and enhance Oxfordshire’s natural,
historic and built environments. Policy options
in this theme include those relating to air quality,
water quality, biodiversity net gain, nature recovery,
natural capital, ecosystem services, and more.

This theme aims to reduce carbon emissions from
transport in Oxfordshire. It supports sustainable
travel choices, including measures to encourage
walking and cycling and the use of public transport.
It seeks to reduce the need to travel, especially
by car. It also aims to support the delivery of
new strategic infrastructure and looks to ensure
communities are digitally connected. Key policy
options in this area include those on digital
infrastructure, sustainable transport and freight
management, strategic infrastructure, and a specific
policy that focuses on a movement towards a
transport network where no carbon emissions are
produced in Oxfordshire.

iii. Creating strong and healthy communities

v. Creating jobs and providing homes

This theme presents a range of policy options that
will help to build communities that are strong,
healthy and inclusive. Policy options in this area will
help ensure that new development in Oxfordshire
considers and supports our physical and mental
wellbeing. Other policy options in this theme relate
to high quality design, health infrastructure, leisure,
recreation, open sports and community facilities.

This theme includes a variety of policy options that
will help to provide a range of homes (including
affordable homes) to meet Oxfordshire’s needs,
as well policy options that will provide better
access to jobs and support Oxfordshire’s economy.
Policy options in this area include those on urban
and town centre renewal, skills and education,
affordable homes, specialist housing, as well as
tourism, culture and arts, and more.

ii. Improving environmental quality

What are the development location options?
We are consulting on five different broad options for where future development in
Oxfordshire could be focused:
Option 1
Focus on opportunities at larger settlements
and planned growth locations.

Option 2
Focus on Oxford-led growth.

Option 3
Focus on opportunities in sustainable transport
corridors and at strategic transport hubs.

Option 4
Focus on strengthening business locations.

Option 5
Focus on supporting rural communities.
Each option is high level and helps identify where
new housing, employment and other development
could be located, and where there are opportunities
for environmental enhancement and infrastructure
improvements. It may be that a mix of options will
be needed.

How many homes are needed?
An important question for the Oxfordshire
Plan, is how many new homes are needed in
Oxfordshire to 2050? A key piece of evidence
is the Oxfordshire Needs Assessment
(OGNA) which considers different growth
scenarios.
There are three growth scenarios which show what
the range of housing need for the next 30 years
are in Oxfordshire. Across these three scenarios, it
ranges from 101,580-152,790 homes.

Timetable
The timetable for producing the Oxfordshire Plan
2050 is set out below. These timescales could change
given the uncertainty around Covid-19 and because
some stages are outside of the councils’ control.

Stage

Timeline

Options Consultation

Summer 2021

A significant number of new homes are already
planned to be built in the next 10-15 years. These
homes will help to meet some of Oxfordshire’s
housing need and will be taken into account when
considering the OGNA scenarios.

Draft Plan
Consultation

Spring 2022

The Oxfordshire Plan will need to plan for any
additional homes needed in the next 30 years,
beyond the homes already committed. This in the
range of 16,000-68,000 homes.

Examination

November/
December 2022

Inspectors Report

February/
March 2023

Adoption

May/June 2023

The decision on where in the range the figure for
Oxfordshire should sit will be informed by the
outcome of the evaluation and evidence in the next
phase of plan-making in preparing the draft plan.

Submission of plan for
September 2022
examination

Next steps
Based on the responses received from this
consultation, and other evidence, we will produce
a Draft Plan with a further round of consultation
in Spring 2022, prior to the Oxfordshire Plan being
submitted for independent Examination.
If you would like further information about
the Oxfordshire Plan, the different options
discussed in this leaflet, and the evidence that
sits behind the plan, please visit our website
at www.oxfordshireplan.org.

