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Section 4 includes three key areas across four 
landscape types:

- Fairford Leys (LT3&6)
- Rabans Lane (LT7)
- Emerald Way (LT7)

Plan for Section 4

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy West (Section 4)
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These images show ‘before’ and ‘after’ views of the 
Gardenway route as it might look at the east side of 
Fairford Leys.

An artist’s impression of how the Gardenway route could look at Fairford Leys 

Existing view looking north at Fairford Leys

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy West (Section 4)
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These images show ‘before’ and ‘after’ views of the 
Gardenway route at Emerald Way, Haydon Hill.

An artist’s impression of how the Gardenway route could be integrated into the Emerald Way corridor and re-imagined as a linear neighbourhood park

Existing view looking south along Emerald Way at Haydon Hill

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy West (Section 4)
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Gardenway route 
From Oxford Road, the Gardenway route is 
proposed to follow the eastern edge of Fairford 
Leys, broadly following the relatively flat existing 
footpath between sports pitches and a wooded 
fringe that separates the parkland from the 
existing neighbourhood. The Gardenway briefly 
follows a fragment of the historic avenue to 
Hartwell House before either joining Rabans Lane 
or continuing around the industrial fringe between 
Aylesbury Sewage Works and the adjacent wetland 
site, crossing the River Thame and an existing 
bridge across the railway line to connect with the 
River Thame floodplain south of Berryfields. The 
proposed HS2 alignment is in close proximity to the 
west of Fairford Leys and mitigation will influence 
the setting of the parkland.
  
Route type
Gardenway maximum through Fairford Leys and 
Gardenway minimum / Gardenway lane / bridge 
and boardwalk through the wetland site and across 
the River Thame.

Landscape integration
- The Gardenway route can be integrated into the 
existing and proposed (HS2 mitigation) woodland 
edge planting along the eastern fringe of Fairford 
Leys. 
- Ideally, long views across the parkland would be 
retained from the west side of the Gardenway. 
- Careful handling of access and levels is required 
to navigate the northern section around the 
Sewage Works and wetland areas in relation to 
sensitive infrastructure, habitat and a land prone to 
flooding. 

Example of a linear park set within a woodland edge with play

Destination play related to a new or re-purposed hub space

Vision
A full expression of the Gardenway maximum 
route between parkland and woodland fringe 
creating a glade-like atmosphere with associated 
play and fitness facilities, linked to a new or re-
purposed sport and community hub.  

Landscape strategy principles
- Work with the existing woodland and proposed 
HS2 woodland planting proposals to create an 
asymmetric woodland glade-like setting for the 
Gardenway route.
- Retain and choreograph long views across the 
parkland.
- Create a good ‘ecotone’ / ecological transition 
from canopy trees to ground flora layers to 
maximise the biodiversity of the edge.
- Manage the evolving parkland to balance 
recreational needs and habitat value.
- Integrate play, sport and fitness facilities either 
side of the route into woodland, glade and more 
open areas, eg, species-rich meadow. 
- Plan play and fitness facilities for wide appeal and 
ensure suitable provision for all ages and abilities.
- Create suitable spaces for forest school type 
activities and quieter reflective spaces slightly 
away from the main Gardenway route.
- Create clear links and wayfinding to the Fairford 
Leys neighbourhood. 

Facilities
- Seating, wayfinding and interpretation, webcams.
- Lighting.
- Community hub with cafe, bike hire, and bike 
repair, etc, amongst other facilities.
- A range of play, fitness, and forest school 
facilities, etc.

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy West (Section 4) - Fairford Leys

Sport activities integrated into open areas adjacent a route Spaces suited to Forest School type activities

Opportunity to create a memorial grove in quiet spaces

View looking west over parkland and sports pitches at Fairford Leys

Quiet, reflective multi-purpose areas set in a woodland edge
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Gardenway route 
North of the fragmented historic avenue of 
Hartwell House / Fairford Leys, the Gardenway 
connects to Rabans Lane via a short sequence that   
crosses two watercourses (tributaries of the River 
Thame) passing allotments and the access road 
to Aylesbury Sewage Works to join the western 
section of Rabans Lane. 
  
Route type
Gardenway main street.

Landscape integration
- The Gardenway route can be accommodated by a 
reconfiguration of the footway / verge arrangement 
to the north side of Rabans Lane. 
- A narrower section anticipates the mid-point 
where Rabans Lane crosses the rail track below, 
requiring a feathering of the route. 

Vision
There are two scenarios:
- The Gardenway route along Rabans Lane is 
set within a roadside nature reserve (RNR) of 
converted species-rich wildflower meadow, with 
the option to include a street swale facility.
- A wider environmental approach is taken along 
Rabans Lane to improve the identity and function 
of Rabans Lane as a contemporary industrial 
quarter.

Landscape strategy principles
- Situate the Gardenway route within the cross-
section to allow for separation from the roadside 
and convert all the green space as a species-rich 
wildflower RNR.
Wider opportunties include:
- Improvements to signs, boundaries and frontages 
to improve the spatial corridor of Rabans Lane, 
supported by developing a graphic identity as a 
distinct industrial quarter.
- Consideration of traffic requirements and 
carriageway widths to look at potential for 
carriageway reductions to reclaim space back from 
the road for footway improvements.
- Tree planting, retrofitting sustainable urban 
drainage (SUDS) facilities into yards and creating 
social spaces for workers.
- Consideration of sustainable development /
renewal of sites to include green roofs, rainwater 
harvesting, permeable paving, etc.

Facilities
- Seating, wayfinding and interpretation.
- Lighting.
- Link to community hub serving Rabans Lane /
Wetlands.

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy West (Section 4) - Rabans Lane

Roadside planted verge

Existing view looking east along Rabans Lane
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Gardenway route 
Emerald Way is an existing walking and cycling 
facility that forms a link through the Haydon Hill 
neighbourhood between Rabans Lane and Haydon 
Hill Park and Play Area. 
  
Route type
Gardenway minimum / Gardenway lane.

Landscape integration
- The Gardenway route can be created by upgrading 
the existing walking and cycling route, creating 
more width where feasible within a relatively 
narrow space and indicating crossing points /
markings where the route meets neighbourhood 
streets.
- Green linings, spaces and edge zones will offer a 
new setting. 

Linear and pocket orchards 

Vision
Emerald Way is reinterpreted as a linear 
neighbourhood park - with green and social 
credentials, as a catalyst making the most of 
neighbourhood assets and building green and 
social capital.

Landscape strategy principles
- Turn backs into fronts by improving boundary 
treatments and planting mixed native or single 
species hedges such as hornbeam along the route. 
- Use climbing plants where space is limited and 
espalier fruit trees against suitable garage end and 
side walls.
- Create community gardening areas with raised 
beds.
- Plant small trees and linear orchards that don’t 
impact power lines  in residual amenity grassland 
areas and create as much species-rich meadow as 
possible.
- Disconnect downpipes where feasible and 
discharge into water butts and mini-raingardens 
where site conditions allow.
- Integrate signs and wayfinding to help support 
the identity.
- Re-vision neighbourhood streets as healthy 
streets with new public realm treatments and 
extensive tree planting to soften the street 
environment and respond to climate change. 
- Experiment with tiny forests, and pocket parks, 
and integrate playful elements to slow down car 
movements and encourage more social uses.

Facilities
- Seating, signs, wayfinding and interpretation.
- Lighting.
- Incidental play, on-street bike storage.

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy West (Section 4) - Emerald Way

Skinny allotments with hedgerow edges

A series of neighbourhood garden spaces 

Existing view along Emerald Way looking north


