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Section 1b includes six key areas across four 
landscape types:

Aqua Way (LT7)
Cleveland Park (LT3)
Oldfield Meadows (LT4)
Coppice Park (LT3)
Bellingham Way (LT7)
Stocklake Mitigation Zone (LT5)

Plan for Section 1b

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1b)
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These images show ‘before’ and ‘after’ views of the 
Gardenway as it passes through Oldfield Meadows, 
where the full route width may be possible.

Artist’s impression of the Gardenway route at Oldfield Meadows

Existing view across Oldfield Meadows

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1b)
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Gardenway route
A short section of the Gardenway is proposed to 
follow the existing walking and cycling route at 
Aqua Way, between between Dunsham Park / Lark 
Vale / Cleveland Road and Cleveland Park.

Route type
Gardenway lane.

Landscape integration
- Create comfortable route width by reducing 
south grassland margin, strengthen and maintain 
hedgerow margins, and implement best ditch 
management practices for optimum wildlife.  

Significant freshwater aquatic habitat of ditch and marginal plants

Vision
A car-free country lane between hedgerows, with 
ditch and meadow margins.

Landscape strategy principles
- Conserve and enhance the integrated habitat 
corridor of hedge, ditch and species-rich 
grassland.
- Locally strengthen hedgerows to maintain privacy 
to adjacent houses.
- Facilitate the ecological transition (ecotone) 
between hedgerow, ditch and grassland habitats 
with good management, such as rotational cutting 
practices to optimise biodiversity. 
- Create a seamless route connection from Aqua 
Way into Cleveland Park.

Facilities
- Wayfinding.
- Lighting.

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1b) - Aqua Way

An expanded and upgraded shared walking and cycling route at the Ridgeway, Thamesmead, with similarities to proposals for Aqua Way

Blackthorn is an important species for the Black hairstreak butterfly

Existing view east along Aqua Way
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Gardenway route
A short section of the Gardenway crosses the north 
end of Cleveland Park south-west / north-east 
between Aqua Way and Oldfield Meadows, adjacent 
a Sustainable Urban Drainage (SUD) facility and a 
boundary to existing housing.

Route type
Gardenway minimum.

Landscape integration
- Localised groundworks related to the site’s 
landform are required to achieve sufficient route 
width and satisfactory minimum gradient changes 
related to the SUD facility and the progression to 
Oldfield Meadows.
- Create an opening in the eastern field boundary 
hedge / ditch between Cleveland Park and Oldfield 
Meadows. A short bridge or embankment may be 
required to cross the boundary.
- Improve the boundary treatment to the north and 
plant a mixed native hedgerow along the boundary 
line to provide greater privacy to the existing 
housing, and create better continuity with Aqua 
Way.   

New inter-generational opportunities eg, bee-keeping

Vision
A tranquil and natural ecological neighbourhood 
park with recreational and growing spaces for the 
enjoyment of local residents.

Landscape strategy principles
- Develop a spatial framework to suit the linear 
nature of Cleveland Park and the long fall across 
the site.
- Use a structure of new native tree and wildflower 
meadow zones to diversify the space and create a 
range of different sized outdoor zones or ‘rooms’.
- Create a simple path network to encourage use.
- Improve the relationship between the park and 
the housing / boundary along the south-west with 
an improved boundary treatment, new hedges, 
small community orchards and growing spaces, 
and social thresholds.
- Manage existing hedgerow boundaries for 
biodiversity.
- Retain areas of amenity grassland for informal 
games and gatherings.
- Amplify ecological areas with insect hotels, stag 
beetle loggeries, etc. 

Facilities
- Seating, picnic and barbecue area.
- Lighting.
- Fitness trail.
- Low key natural play.
- Signs and wayfinding.

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1b) - Cleveland Park

Existing view looking south at Cleveland Park

Community gathering spaces  

Strengthen native hedgerows to boundary with adjacent housing An outdoor ‘room’ - small scale social space

A spatial framework of trees, meadow, and simple paths with outdoor ‘rooms’
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Gardenway route
The inner, southern Gardenway route crosses the 
field boundary (ditch / hedge) between Cleveland 
Park’s north-east corner and Oldfield Meadows 
to connect with the north-south Gardenway route 
section crossing fields adjacent the Watermead 
/ Elmhurst neighbourhoods towards the Bierton 
Ridge, close to Bierton and Aylesbury Road.

Route type
Gardenway maximum.

Landscape integration
- Route to respond to site levels to ensure 
comfortable gradients for all users.
- Enhancement of hedgerow boundaries and 
transition to species-rich grassland fringes and 
orchard siting will support the integration and 
experience of the route. 

New hedgerow, informal community orchard, 2x yearly meadow cut

Vision
The landscape character and pattern of field 
and hedgerow of the rural fringe absorb the 
Gardenway route with opportunities to expand 
local food growing with a new community orchard 
and conservation grassland management.

Landscape strategy principles
- Reinstate sparse hedgerows and increase 
hedgerow trees, eg,  black poplar, sycamore, field 
maple.
- Improve boundary treatment to housing with new 
hedgerow.
- Conserve long views to the north and east.
- Consider long term grassland management 
techniques, eg, by grazing, cutting and 
management for wildlife, and in relation to the 
wider field system.
- Create a link with the adjacent allotments and 
consider siting a new community or traditional 
orchard on higher ground.
- Maintain ditches for best practice management. 
- Create a threshold space to the south of Oldfield 
Meadows with wayfinding and interpretation to 
provide a break out space that anticipates the need 
to pause before crossing Aylesbury Road.

Facilities
- Seating that takes advantage of long views.
- Bat-friendly lighting.
- Interpretation, signs and wayfinding.

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1b) - Oldfield Meadows

A traditional orchard managed by grazing 

Hedge-laying for long term healthy structure

Existing view looking north across Oldfield Meadows
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Gardenway route
The proposed route is set back from the western 
neighbourhood boundary at Coppice Park and 
broadly follows the existing footpath and desire 
lines between the entrance at Aylesbury Road and 
a transitional green space north of Bellingham Way 
adjacent new housing at Kingsbrook.

Route type
Gardenway maximum, route segregation and 
Gardenway minimum.

Landscape integration
- Create a green margin or ‘sleeve’ along western 
boundary zone to improve the setting of the 
Gardenway route balanced with a similar, smaller 
scale margin to the east.

Green edges to a park space with a structure of path, trees, meadow and informal play and recreation areas 

Vision
An ecological and socially vibrant community park 
with a diverse structure making the most of its 
heritage and infrastructure.

Landscape strategy principles
- Improve park entrance and create a threshold 
space enabling a pause point before crossing 
Aylesbury Road, with identity and wayfinding.
- Improve boundary treatments to adjacent housing 
with new green edges including hedgerows, linear 
orchards and arboretum, coppice with standard 
trees, meadow fringes and community garden 
spaces, outdoor gym and fitness trail. 
- Conserve and interpret the ridge and furrow 
archaeological landscape feature to the south.
- Diversify / renew play inspired by the ridge and 
furrow landscape.
- Conserve and enhance the good quality semi-
improved natural grassland with appropriate 
management and convert a proportion of the 
northern amenity grassland area to species-rich 
meadow.
- Re-wild EA flood defence embankments as 
wildflower meadow and interpret facility’s function.
- Manage eastern boundary trees to enable some 
long views across the Hulcott Vale landscape 
character area.
- Actively manage older tree health and structure 
and erect suitable bird and bat boxes.
- Manage ditch vegetation for wildlife.

Facilities
- Seating, play, fitness, community garden areas.
- Lighting.
- Interpretation, signs and wayfinding.
- Bike, buggy and scooter parking.

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1b) - Coppice Park

Existing view across ridge and furrow landscape to EA embankment

Park entrance threshold space with wayfinding and pause point Innovative play inspired by ridge and furrow archaeological features
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Gardenway route
The Gardenway route is proposed to cross 
Bellingham Way adjacent new housing at 
Kingsbrook linking to the north end of Broughton 
Lane / Stocklake, continuing south to navigate 
an ecological mitigation area of wet meadow at 
Stocklake towards the Aylesbury Arm of the Grand 
Union Canal.

Route type
Crossing point, Gardenway lane to short stretches 
either side of Bellingham Way.

Landscape integration
- Relate verges to other grassland areas adjacent 
between Kingsbrook and Bellingham Way and 
maximise extents of wildflower meadows.

Example of a roadside nature reserve (RNR) which has converted amenity grassland to species-rich wildflower meadow

Vision
Create a roadside nature reserve (RNR) along 
Bellingham Way to increase wildflower population 
and improve habitat value and connectivity.

Landscape strategy principles
- Introduce further tree planting to central 
reservation and verge areas to improve the setting 
of the housing and help reduce the urban heat 
island effect by shading a proportion of road 
surface area.
- Convert amenity grassland verges to species-rich 
meadow grassland. 
- Create threshold spaces on either side of the road 
to enable a pause point for safe transition across 
Bellingham Way.
- Provide interpretation panels to explain the 
significance and appearance of the roadside nature 
reserve. 

Facilities
- Interpretation of RNR and wayfinding.

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1b) - Bellingham Way environs

Existing view looking west along Bellingham Way
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Gardenway route
The proposed route under current consideration 
navigates across an ecologically sensitive wet 
grassland between the north of Broughton Lane, 
Stocklake and the Aylesbury Arm of the Grand 
Union Canal. 
 
Route type
Elevated boardwalk or embankment.

Landscape integration
- Careful alignment, siting and design / integration 
of structure are required to minimise any impact on 
the wet meadow habitat and hedgerow boundaries 
and ensure safe access / egress via Broughton 
Lane / Stocklake.

An artful example of habitat and wildlife interpretation

Vision
To conserve the habitat value of an ecologically 
sensitive wet meadow while enabling ‘light touch’ 
access which enables co-existence of humans and 
nature.

Landscape strategy principles
- Determine the optimum route alignment to avoid 
detrimental impacts on nesting birds, eg, Snipe.
- Design boardwalk and embankment approaches 
that minimise human impact within a sensitive 
landscape but enables an immersive experience of 
the natural environment. 
- Connect to the historic humpback canal bridge 
across the canal and link in with the canal towpath 
walking and cycling route to the south.
- Create a clear walking and cycling link between 
the Gardenway route and the Canal Basin via 
Stocklake / Provis Wharf.
- Manage the hedgerow and wet grassland for 
wildlife in accordance with ecological guidance.
- Establish a hub space in close proximity, eg, at 
Canal Basin.

Facilities
- Bat-friendly lighting.
- Interpretation of the natural environment and 
wildlife, signs and wayfinding.
- Lookout / rest points along the boardwalk or 
embankment.

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1b) - Stocklake wet meadow

Existing view looking north across Stocklake wet meadow 

An example of a well-integrated boardwalk crossing a sensitive wet meadow reserve  

Wet meadow is a key habitat for locally important Snipe


