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Section 1a includes four key areas across three 
landscape types:

- River Thame floodplain (LT1)
- Quarrendon Leas, Scheduled Ancient Monuments 
(LT2)
- Meadowcroft Open Space Park (LT3)
- Dunsham Park (LT3|

Plan for Section 1a

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1a)
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These images show ‘before’ and ‘after’ views of the 
Gardenway as it passes along the south side of the 
River Thame floodplain near Aylesbury FC.

Artist’s impression of the Gardenway route on a raised embankment to the south of the River Thame floodplain adjacent Quarrendon and Haydon Hill neignbourhoods

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1a)

Existing view looking east along the southern Thame floodplain
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Species-rich meadow grassland suitable for the floodplain landscape

Gardenway route *
The gardenway route to the majority of the 
southern floodplain area is proposed as a low 
elevated grassland causeway running east-west 
alongside the adjacent communities of Haydon Hill, 
Quarrendon and Meadowcroft to enable year round 
access during times of floodplain inundation.

Gardenway type
Riverside embankment.

Landscape integration
- Strengthen and expand the southern wooded 
fringe to integrate the Gardenway causeway route.

East from Buckingham Road there are 3 main 
options for connecting through the Watermead / 
Elmhurst neighbourhoods to Aqua Way.

* North route. 
Between Berryfields and Watermead to the north 
a further spur of the Gardenway crosses the 
northern floodplain area, skirting the northern 
boundaries of Quarrendon Leas, Buckingham 
Park and crossing open fields north and east 
of Watermead. The Gardenway route is likely to 
need to take a number of forms between these 
different conditions and is likely to be provided by a 
combination of at grade Country Lane / minimum 
Gardenway type with potential requirements for 
causeway and / or boardwalk type structures at 
critical interfaces with the floodplain and river 
crossing points.

  

Vision
To strengthen the resilience, ecology and 
character of the floodplain landscape in balance 
with the recreational needs of all users to support 
health and wellbeing for all.

 Landscape strategy principles
- Create more room for the natural ebb and flow of 
the river via carefully located scrapes, new wetland 
and wet woodland / scrub areas and expand the 
black poplar landscape while enabling limited 
access to these sensitive areas via boardwalks.
- Conserve and enhance the river, riverbanks and 
the freshwater aquatic and wetland habitats.   
- Create new species-rich wet meadow to 
expand grassland areas currently maintained via 
conservation management practices.
- Strengthen the wooded fringes adjacent 
neighbourhoods with new tree and understorey 
planting.
-Conserve and create views along and across 
the valley floor that offer a sense of the wider 
landscape.

Facilities
- Provide new access points to the river to support 
environmental education for outdoor classroom / 
dipping platforms / areas for quiet contemplation.
- Consider additional play facilities that 
complement existing.
- Provide new seating, litter bins, interpretation 
and wayfinding.

Example of a wet woodland habitat with shallow scrape

Wetland scrape at nearby Eythrope

Boardwalk access to a sensitive wetland area

Wayfinding and threshold spaces 

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1a) - River Thame floodplain

Existing view looking north of the River Thame in flood
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Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy

Gardenway route
The northern spur of the gardenway route is 
proposed to run at grade along the north side of 
Quarrendon Leas broadly following existing field 
boundaries, hedgerows and public rights of way.

Gardenway type
Gardenway lane.

Landscape integration
- Create new sections of mixed native hedgerow 
and install appropriate livestock fencing where 
required at least 1m distance from the gardenway 
route.
- Create new species rich meadow grassland to 
gardenway margins.
- Provide wayfinding to link the new northern 
Gardenway route across the river and the southern 
Gardenway route.

Example of an arrival space with information and interpretation

Vision
To conserve and enhance the landscape setting, 
resilience and wildlife value of the Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments (SAMs), while improving 
access to and understanding of a significant 
heritage asset.

Landscape strategy principles
- Conserve and enhance the green and tranquil 
nature of the site and protect its historic assets.
- Ensure continuous grassland cover to all the 
Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) areas to 
protect the archaeological heritage of the site and 
continue management by sheep grazing.
- Conserve and enhance existing hedgerows and 
continue conservation management.
- Create more room for the river in the lowest, 
wettest SW parts of the site using scrapes and 
creation of new wetland and wet woodland / scrub 
areas and expand the black poplar landscape. 
- Seek longer term habitat improvements that build 
upon the historic land use eg, allocating areas for 
grassland conversion to species-rich meadow.
- Provide appropriate signage and interpretation of 
both the natural and historic environment.

Facilities
- A new visitor centre/hub to meet 
Buckinghamshire Conservation Trust’s vision 
and aspiration to support their active countryside 
stewardship, and the environmental and historic 
management, education and interpretation of the 
site. This facility could include a bike hub, cafe, etc, 
to support Gardenway users.
- Signs and wayfinding.
- Seating
- Bike, buggy and scooter parking.

Existing view towards Quarrendon Leas from River Thame fllodplain

Remains of St Peter’s Chapel, one of a number of heritage assets

North (Section 1a) - Quarrendon Leas and environs

Creation of scrapes and wet woodland to low-lying land 

Conserve and enhance existing hedgerows and ground flora

Management by sheep grazing

Planting the black poplar landscape 
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Destination play space to embankment

Gardenway route
At Meadowcroft the proposed gardenway route 
rises from the floodplain to follow the tree line 
at grade along the northern edge of the elevated 
plateau of Meadowcroft Open Space Park with its 
play and sports facilities.

Gardenway type
Gardenway minimum.

Landscape integration
- Careful site planning to ensure route is integrated 
with embankment gradients.
- Grassland conversion to species-rich meadow 
either side of the Gardenway route, between tree 
line and sports pitches.
- Ecological diversification of the adjacent tree line, 
and understorey planting with native species.
- Provide rest spaces along the route.

Vision
To deliver a wilder, more biodiverse, and socially 
supportive landscape framework, creating a 
stronger, more resilient sense of place, and 
healthy living neighbourhood.

Landscape strategy principles
- Provide more welcoming park entrances / 
placemaking to improve identity, with park signs / 
wayfinding.
- Convert grass verges along adjacent streets to 
species-rich grassland or roadside swales and 
extend large swathes of meadow areas into the 
park.
 - Encourage neighbourhood initiatives to create 
meadows, and plant fruit and garden trees along 
frontages.
- Crown raise existing street trees to improve 
sightlines and plant new street trees to park edges.
- Devise a path network around the park to improve 
accessibility throughout.  
- Create a clear relationship between the park and  
Meadowcroft Community Centre / Age Concern, 
road surface artworks, clear reception spaces, and 
improved setting and upgrade of all car parks. 
- Diversify the scale and type of park spaces away 
from the main plateau with new arboretum tree 
planting, and gathering, social and garden areas 
including quieter places.

Facilities
- Signs and wayfinding.
- Table tennis tables and outdoor gym.
- Destination play space.
- Seating.
- Bike, buggy and scooter parking.
- Lighting. 

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1a) - Meadowcroft Open Space Park

Species-rich wildflower meadow to route of Gardenway between tree line and pitches, and wider park area, verges, gardens, etc

A network of new paths and destinations with stopping points

Existing view at Meadowcroft Open Space Park
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Gardenway route
Between Buckingham Road and Aqua Way there 
are several route options for the Gardenway which 
either pass through or around Dunsham Park and 
require further review to determine an optimum 
arrangement. These are:
- Oliffe Close / old stadium site to floodplain, 
Dunsham Park and either Lark Vale or Cleveland 
Road.
- Oliffe Close / Dunsham Park and either Lark Vale 
or Cleveland Road.
- Cleveland Road.

Route type 
Gardenway types vary between Gardenway street 
(Cleveland Road), healthy street (Oliffe Close and 
Lark Vale), and Gardenway maximum / Gardenway 
minimum (Dunsham Park), and Riverside 
embankment or boardwalk (floodplain green space 
near Watermead).

Landscape integration
- Transform Oliffe Close / Lark Vale into more 
attractive ‘healthy street’ environments with a new 
public realm treatment including surfacing, trees, 
incidental play, etc, that prioritises people over 
vehicles. In both cases the Gardenway route would 
be demarcated on-carriageway.
- At Dunsham Park the Gardenway route can 
be integrated with a framework of linear tree, 
orchard and meadow planting creating a setting 
for a striking new active Gardenway identity with 
playable, social and other landscape elements.
- At Cleveland Road, the Gardenway can be 
integrated by reorganising some on street parking 
to include street trees and swales or rain gardens.

Community resource hub space for growing and gatherings

Vision
A biodiverse and multi-functional thriving 
neighbourhood park within a framework of green 
infrastructure and connected healthy streets.

Landscape strategy principles 
- Use the Gardenway route to catalyse new active 
uses such as complementary play and outdoor gym 
facilities, linear gardens, and social and quieter 
more reflective spaces as part of the linear park.
- Create a new balance of wild and recreational 
spaces with new tree planting, species-rich 
meadows, community orchard and gardening 
spaces.
- Improve boundary treatments and plant native 
hedgerows to boundary fences to improve the edge 
condition and habitat connectivity within the park.
- Create threshold spaces at park entrances 
with a positive identity and include orientation, 
wayfinding, and pause points for a safe transition to 
surrounding streets.
- Plant new street trees, and transform verges and 
front gardens into biodiverse swales, raingardens 
and oadside nature reserves (RNRs). 

Facilities
- Additional play and fitness facilities.
- A mini community hub space to support growing 
projects.
- Seating, barbecue and picnic facilities. 
- Bike, scooter and buggy parking.
- Wayfinding.

Example of an exciting linear park with play and social spaces that can be catalysed by a new walking, wheeling and cycling route

Healthy Street initiative at Van Gogh Walk suitable for quieter streets

Aylesbury Gardenway Landscape Strategy North (Section 1a) - Dunsham Park and environs

Existing view looking west at Dunsham Park


