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Section 2, North East: Elmhurst urban edge between A413 Buckingham Road and the Grand Union Canal
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Aylesbury Gardenway - Nature and Heritage Walk
Section 2, North East: Elmhurst urban edge between A413 Buckingham Road and the Grand Union Canal
3 km / 40 minute walk (read with map)

General Description

Habitat and Wildlife features

Heritage features

Between Buckingham Road and the Aylesbury Arm of the Grand
Union Canal, the route navigates away from the Round Aylesbury
Walk via suburban streets and community green spaces like Dunsham
and Coppice Parks close to the neighbourhoods of Watermead,
Elmhurst, Bierton, Kingsbrook and Stocklake. The wider pastoral and
agricultural landscape is just beyond the fringe, and some long views
help to give a sense of place and orientation.

The network of fields, grasslands and hedgerows around the urban
edge of Aylesbury provide important habitat connections between
the wider arable and pastoral landscape and the urban habitat. Local
parks, green spaces, gardens and even ditches and verges all have
an important part to play in supporting biodiversity. Around the
new housing area at Kingsbrook (AGT 6) sustainable urban drainage
systems (SUDS) ponds manage water and flood risk but also provide
habitat value.

Look out for ancient ridge and furrow earthworks in the grassland
clearly visible at the south end of Coppice Park beside Bellingham
Way (also further east towards Broughton / Kingsbrook).

The accompanying Section 2 map shows different route options:
1. A quiet route between the A413 and Elmhurst green space via Oliffe
Close / Oliffe Way / Lark Rise via connected green spaces including
Dunsham Park to or from Aqua Way
2. An alternative more direct route which links the A413 with Cannock
Road / Dunsham Park / Cleveland Road to or from Aqua Way.
Recent new housing at Kingsbrook anticipates further new
development as part of the AGT6 development site.
The Round Aylesbury Walk, Grand Union Canal Walk and other ROW
could be linked to this section to plan a longer walk to visit Bierton,
head west towards the town centre or further east along the canal.

Three Ponds Meadow near Stocklake is used by amphibians including
frogs, toads and newts, and includes a range of habitats including
hedgerow with black poplar trees, wet and neutral grassland and
marshy grassland around the ponds. Further away from the route
in Bierton village there are several small ponds, grassland and
woodland, at Bierton Clay Pit Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
– noted for its geological interest next to the A418. The whole site is
managed for wildlife conservation.
The canal is an important aquatic habitat and functions as a bat
‘superhighway’!

There is a Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) Moated Site east of
the A418 at Bierton near the Grade I listed C14th St James Church and
many listed buildings in the village. (Not shown on the map).
Although not visible, it's interesting to note that the area around
Bierton is significant for its prehistoric, Roman and Saxon archaeology.
Excavations around the village show that this landscape has been
occupied since the Bronze Age.
The Aylesbury Arm or Branch of the Grand Union Canal is an
important 18th century heritage feature, which marks the end of this
walk section - it runs between Marsworth and Aylesbury. Work started
in 1813 and was completed in 1815. The lovely brick hump-back
bridges are Grade II listed.

