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Minimum Standard No. 1:  Persons in Charge 

Persons in charge of slaughter premises must ensure that animals are cared for by a 
sufficient number of personnel who possess the appropriate ability, knowledge and 
professional competence to maintain the health and welfare of the animals in accordance 
with the minimum standards in this code. 

Minimum Standard No. 2:  Competence of Stunning and Slaughter Personnel 

(a) Animals must be killed either: 
i) by a person competent in the handling and slaughter of that species; or 
ii) when untrained personnel are carrying out stunning and/or bleeding out 

under the direct supervision of a person competent in the handling and 
slaughter of that species. 

(b) Personnel must be trained to perform the stunning and bleeding out procedures 
correctly, and trained in the method of applying the apparatus. 

(c) Stunning and slaughter personnel must be trained to recognise the signs associated 
with both an effective and an ineffective stun, and must take action to ensure that 
any animal that receives an ineffective stun is immediately rendered unconscious. 

Minimum Standard No. 3:  Facilities for Large Mammals 

(a) The design and construction of slaughter premises must be suitable for the species 
passing through the premises, and facilities must be maintained in such a condition 
as to minimise the likelihood of distress or injury. 

(b) All animal handling facilities must be operated so that they do not result in injury to 
animals. 

(c) The lairage must provide adequate shelter from adverse weather conditions and 
ventilation to protect the welfare of the animals being held for slaughter. 

(d) Facilities where animals are held for more than 4 hours must allow all animals to 
move freely, stand up and lie down. 

(e) One-way gates and other devices situated in races or ramps to prevent an animal 
going backwards, must be designed and operated so that they do not trap animals, 
lead to injury or cause the operator to apply undue pressure on animals to force 
them to pass through the gate or device. 

(f) The design and slope of ramps must be such as to minimise animals skidding or 
becoming distressed or injured. 

(g) All animals must have access to water that is palatable and not harmful to health in 
quantity sufficient to satisfy their thirst. 

(h) Where animals are washed, the washing facilities must be designed and operated in 
a manner that causes minimal distress and which does not cause injury. 

(i) Sufficient fixed or portable lighting must be available so that animals can be 
inspected in their pens at any hour of the day and night. 

Minimum Standard No. 4:  Handling of Large Mammals 

(l) If animals are held in lairage for longer than the 
periods stated below, they must then be fed at least 
maintenance rations: 

(i)  Pigs – 24 hours 
(m) If animals are held in holding paddocks, they must 

be provided with appropriate standards of 
husbandry for that species. 

(n) Dogs must be under control at all times. 
(p) All swim washing and high-pressure or high-volume 

spray washing must be closely monitored at all 
times to ensure the welfare of the animals. 

(q) Any animals that go under or swim in the wrong 
direction during swim washing must be assisted 
immediately. 

(r) Animals must not be washed more than twice. 
(s) When handling animals, no more than the minimum 

force required is to be used. 
(t) Goads must not be used to move animals, except: 

i) where the safety of the handler is at risk;  
ii) when loading a stunning pen;  

(u) Animals must not be prodded in the most sensitive 
areas including the head, udder, anus, vulva or 
scrotum. 

(v) Animals which are injured, suffering or otherwise 
unfit for further transport (except newborn animals) 
must be slaughtered or humanely killed at the 
slaughter premises. 

(a) Animals must be presented for stunning in a 
manner that allows effective stunning. 

(b) A restraining device must be used if the natural 
behaviour of the animal and the system of handling 
do not allow the accurate application of the 
stunning equipment. 

(c) The restraining device must be designed and used 
in a way that avoids excessive stress to the animal. 

(d) Where a restraining conveyor is used for sheep, 
goats, calves and pigs in which individuals are 
separated: 
i) the width and angle of conveyors must suit lines 

of animals that are being processed; and 
ii) conveyors must be designed and operated to 

prevent animals from climbing on the backs of 
animals in front of them. 

(f) Large mammals may be killed by homekill service 
providers and pet food operators using a firearm. 

(g) Animals must not be left in any restraining device 
during regular work breaks. 

(h) During a breakdown or if the processing line stops, 
animals must be removed from the restraining 
device if they become distressed. 

(i) Large mammals must be unconscious before 
being shackled. 

(j) All stunning restraint facilities must be regularly 
inspected and well maintained. 

(a) Animals must be handled and moved in such a manner as to minimise distress. 
(b) Different species of animals must not be mixed. 
(c) Horned cattle and animals known to be aggressive must be penned separately if 

there is insufficient space for pen-mates to escape injury. 
(d) If problems of aggressive behaviour occur, the animals must be held separately 

and/or slaughtered as soon as practicable. 
(e) All animals must be assessed for the presence of distress or suffering caused by 

physiological state, injury, disease or other abnormality, as soon as possible, but 
within 8 hours of arrival at the slaughter premises. Injured, diseased or abnormal 
animals must be treated appropriately to ensure their welfare is protected. 

(f) Personnel inspecting animals must be competent at recognising normal and 
abnormal behaviour that indicates distress or suffering due to injury, disease, 
physiological state or other abnormality. 

(g) Animals that are unable to stand or bear weight and walk on all four entire limbs must 
be slaughtered as soon as possible in the situation in which they are found (as 
distinct from taking them to a slaughtering site) using a humane slaughter method. 

(h) When animals give birth in the holding pens, the welfare of both dam and offspring 
must be protected. 

(k) Cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, deer, equines and camelids must not be held in lairage for 
longer than necessary before slaughter and must not be held in lairage for longer 
than 48 hours before slaughter. 
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Minimum Standard No. 6:  Stunning of Large Mammals 

(a) Prior to slaughter, all animals must be stunned so that they are immediately rendered 
insensible and must be maintained in that state until death supervenes. This includes a 
method of stunning that results in immediate insensibility and death. 

(b) Stunning must be applied using one of the following: 
i) a captive bolt firearm; or 
ii) an electrical stunner; or 
iii) a suitable firearm. 

(c) Equipment used for stunning must be maintained in good condition in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s recommendations. 

(d) An effective backup stun method must be immediately available in the event that the 
primary apparatus fails. 

(e) Repetitive ineffective stunning requiring repeat stunning must be investigated and 
remedied immediately. 

Minimum Standard No. 7:  Use of Captive Bolt Firearm for Large Mammals 
(a) When a captive bolt firearm is used, the appropriate model, calibre and cartridge size as 

recommended by the manufacturer must be selected for the particular animal. 
(b) The target must be as shown in Schedule I - Captive Bolt and Free-bullet Firearm Stunning 

Sites, to this code. 
(c) Animals must be effectively stunned and insensible (in accordance with the signs of an 

effective stun as set out in Schedule II - Signs of an Effective Stun in Farmed Mammals, to 
this code) before the slaughter process can begin. 

(d) A captive bolt firearm must be cleaned and maintained in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s instructions to ensure that it functions effectively. 

Minimum Standard No. 8:  Electrical Stunning of Large Mammals 

(a) Electrical stunners must be capable of supplying a regulated current which will induce an 
immediate stun. 

(b) The apparatus must be fitted with an automatic timing device to determine the duration of 
the stun and a calibrated meter positioned to enable the operator to observe the 
amperage and duration of the stun. 

(c) When using head-only reversible stunning, the electrodes must be placed so as to span 
all or part of the brain of the animal to be stunned. 

(d) Animals must be effectively stunned and insensible (in accordance with the signs of an 
effective stun as set out in Schedule II - Signs of an Effective Stun in Farmed Mammals, 
to this code) before the slaughter process can begin. 

(e) Electrical stunners must generate sufficient power to achieve continuously the minimum 
current level recommended for stunning. 

(f) The correct current level must be attained within 1 second of the initiation of the stun and 
must be maintained for at least 1 – 3 seconds. 

(g) Animals must not be so wet as to cause part of the stunning current to flow over the 
surface of the body instead of through the head, resulting in an ineffective stun. 

(h) Animals must not experience any electric shocks from the stunning equipment before 
stunning. 

(i) Electrical stunning equipment must be maintained in good condition in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s recommendations. 

Minimum Standard No. 9:  Use of Firearms for Large Mammals 

(a) When a free-bullet firearm is used, it must be of a calibre and range appropriate for the 
particular 
species and class of animal. 

(b) The target must be as shown in Schedule I - Captive Bolt and Free-bullet Firearm 
Stunning Sites, to this code. 

(c) When a firearm is used, the bullet or shot must penetrate the cranial cavity to cause an 
irreversible state of insensibility before the slaughter process can begin. 

(d) A firearm must be cleaned and maintained to ensure that it functions effectively. 

Minimum Standard No. 10: Stunning to 
Bleeding Out of Large Mammals 

(a) An animal must not be bled or manipulated ready 
for bleeding out unless it has been effectively 
stunned. 

(b) The time between stunning and effective bleeding 
out must be kept to a minimum in all cases. 

(c) Slaughter by bleeding (following stunning) must 
be carried out using one of the following methods: 

i) the thoracic stick, i.e. the severance of the 
major arterial and venous blood vessels of 
the anterior thorax; or 

ii) a transverse incision in the neck that 
severs both the carotid arteries. 

(d) When head-only reversible electrical stunning is 
used, the slaughter method must include bilateral 
severance of carotid arteries within 20 seconds of 
stunning for sheep, goats, or deer. 

(e) In the case of head-only reversible electrically 
stunned cattle and pigs, the severance of the 
carotid arteries must be followed by one of the 
following: 

i) a heart-stopping electrical current; or 
ii) a thoracic stick; or 
iii) a scientifically validated method which 

ensures that the animal does not recover 
breathing or sensibility prior to bleeding to 
death. 

Both the severance of the carotid arteries and the 
secondary procedure must be completed within 
15 seconds of stunning for pigs. 

(f) If during the bleeding out process any animal 
shows signs of regaining sensibility, the stunning 
and slaughter of other animals must stop 
immediately and the animal that is showing signs 
of regaining sensibility must be rendered 
insensible. No further animals may be stunned 
until the reason is identified and corrective action, 
including action to prevent a recurrence, 
implemented. 

(g) The sticking incision must be adequate to allow 
rapid voiding of the blood and to prevent occlusion 
of blood flow during bleeding out. 

(h) In the case of heavily pregnant animals being 
slaughtered, the foetus must not be removed from 
the uterus sooner than 5 minutes after the 
maternal neck cut or thoracic stick. 

(i) Any living foetus removed from the uterus must be 
killed or prevented from inflating its lungs with air 
and breathing. 
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Minimum Standard No. 24: Quality Assurance Programme 

(a) All commercial slaughter premises processing mammals and birds (except those 
operated by dual operator butchers) must have a fully documented and auditable 
quality assurance programme that ensures compliance with the minimum standards 
required by this code of welfare. 

(b) The documented programme must identify the: 
i) positions of individual persons who are responsible for carrying out specified 

tasks; and 
ii) methods and procedures the owner or operator of the premises will 

implement to achieve specified tasks; and 
iii) system and frequency of checks on facilities and equipment; and 
iv) training, competence and supervision of persons carrying out specified tasks;  
v) procedure for recording numbers and circumstances for all animal deaths and 

injuries prior to slaughter and the corrective actions (if any) taken; and 
vi) corrective actions that will be taken in the event of non-compliance with the 

requirements of the programme. 
(c) The documented programme must be independently verified using performance-

based audits on at least an annual basis. Corrective actions must be completed as 
required by the audits. 
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Schedule I: Captive Bolt and Free-bullet Firearm Stunning Sites 

Schedule II: Signs of an Effective Stun in Farmed Animals 

Percussive Stun (Penetrating and Non-Penetrating) 
• Immediate collapse 
• Tonic (rigid) immobility for 10 – 15 seconds 
• Immediate loss of normal rhythmic breathing 
• Immediate loss of corneal reflex 

 
Head-Only Electrical Stun 
There are three phases to the physical seizures: 

• Immediate rigid immobility with either extension or rigid flexion of the front 
legs, and cessation of respiration and normal reflexes. This phase persists 
for 15 – 25 seconds. 

• Clonic convulsions with uncoordinated kicking or paddling movements, 
and return of respiration and some reflexes. This phase persists for 20 – 
40 seconds. 

• If the animal is not slaughtered, signs of the phase of recovery as 
exhibited by voluntary head righting should not occur before 40 seconds 
after the stun. 

 
Note: 
Abnormal vocalisation synchronised with respiration can occur following stunning and is 
not necessarily a sign of consciousness. However, vocalisation may be a sign of 
ineffective stunning. 
 
Violent kicking movements of all four legs usually occurs for 30 – 45 seconds. 

 

Schedule II (Continued): Signs of an Effective 
Stun in Farmed Animals  

Head-to-Body Electrical Stun 
 
The first two phases of an epileptiform seizure as 
described for head-only electrical stunning should 
occur. However, the degree and duration of clonic 
convulsions in the second phase is often reduced. 
 
Normal cardiac activity will immediately cease.  
In pigs, such manual detection of whether or not the 
heart is beating is more difficult. In this species, a 
lack of cardiac activity can be assessed by a lack of 
pulsatile blood flow from the severed arteries. 
 
Note: 

• Abnormal vocalisation synchronised with 
respiration can occur following stunning 
and is not necessarily a sign of 
consciousness. However, vocalisation 
may be a sign of ineffective stunning. 

• When using head-to-body stunning 
methods, currents designed to cause 
cardiac dysfunction must not precede the 
stunning current responsible for causing 
insensibility. 


