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ST ANGELA'S, ST BONAVENTURE’S AND ST HELEN’S SCHOOLS 

This has been a wonderful few weeks for our Catholic schools in Newham. St Angela’s inspection led to an Outstanding 
Grade for the school, the highest possible. St Bonaventure’s was then inspected last week with excellent feedback, and 
we await the formal report in the New Year. Our own school St Helen’s was inspected this week and again, there was 
excellent feedback by the inspectors so we await the report in the New Year. Congratulations to all of our schools, we 

don’t need an Inspector to tell us how great our schools are, but it’s very nice when they do! 

NOON MASS ON SUNDAY 
It is great to see so many people at Mass especially the 12.00 Noon Mass on Sunday, but we do from time to time have a 

problem with overcrowding. We MUST have all the exit doors clear so that in the event of any emergency we can 
evacuate the Church quickly. To ensure that this can happen the following arrangements will be put in place: 

• Please do not sit or bring chairs by the door at the back of the Church as it will be closed, and only opened at the 
end of Mass. 

• Upstairs Room in the Parish Centre will be open for people to attend Mass via the live stream. Holy Communion 
will be brought upstairs. 

• Prams, if possible, to be left downstairs in the Parish Centre. 
This is a health and safety issue, the safety of all at Mass is of the first importance. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION 

The next Baptism Preparation is on Saturday 14th January 
at 10.00am. In The Parish Centre. To confirm the date of 
the Baptism you must attend this Course. Come along to 

the Parish Surgery to book the date of the Baptism. 

GIFT AID 
Thank you for your continued generosity. Please note that if you set up a 

Standing Order and want it Gift Aided, you have to fill out a Gift Aid 
Declaration - without this, we cannot claim back any money from the 

Taxman. You will not be issued a box of envelopes (unless you want one) 
but will be assigned a number that will enable us get the refunds. A few 
Standing Orders currently in place are not being Gift Aided - if you are 

not sure about yours, please send an email to the Parish - Attention 
Philip - and I will clarify. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS AND CRIBS 
Thank you to all who bought Christmas Cards to support 

the Catholic Children Society last week. 
We have nearly sold out! 

SAFEGUARDING UPDATE 
All Parishioners who work with children 
and vulnerable adults in the Parish must 

have a DBS Certificate. It is time for us to 
update all certificates so in the next few 

weeks we shall organise a when you will be 
able to meet with Mary West Our 

Safeguarding Co-Ordinator in order to 
update you DBS Certificates. 

ADVENT CAROL SERVICE 

18th DECEMBER 
Next Sunday at 3pm we shall be holding 

our first Advent Carol Service in the 
Convent Chapel it promises to be a very 
special occasion. So come along and take 
part as we prepare to celebrate the great 

feast of Our Saviours Birth at Christmas. 
Mulled wine and light refreshments after. 

GOOD NEWS! 
The Live streaming is now running for St Margaret’s we 

have a little more work to be done on the Convent. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Time Intention Location 
Saturday, 10th 
Feria 

5.00pm 
6.30pm 
6.30pm 

Confessions | Heard until 6.00pm  
April Jen Abella Thanksgiving 
Francisca Lopes Da Silva R.I.P. 

St Margaret’s 
St Margaret’s 
Silvertown 

Sunday, 11th 
Third Sunday of Advent 

10.00am 
12.00pm 
6.00pm 

Elisabeth Ntoukam Latani (Ann) R.I.P. 
Maureen Fitzpatrick Intentions 
People of the Parish and Betty Ong Intentions 

Convent Chapel 
St Margaret’s 
St Margaret’s 

Monday, 12th  
Feria 

9.30am James Duffy R.I.P.  Convent Chapel 

Tuesday, 13th 
St Lucy 

9.30am Mr & Mrs Walsh Intentions St Margaret’s 

Wednesday, 14th  

St John of the Cross 
9.30am Sinden Family Intentions,.0 

 
 

St Margaret’s 

Thursday, 15th  
Feria 

7.00pm 
7.30pm 

Maria Eugenia Gome Dias (Ann) R.I.P 
Confessions and Adoration until 8.30pm 

St Margaret’s 
St Margaret’s 

Friday, 16th  
Feria 

9.00am Johanna McLaughlin (F) R.I.P.  Convent Chapel 

Saturday, 17th 
Feria 

5.00pm 
6.30pm 
6.30pm 

Confessions | Heard until 6.00pm  
Mrg Patrick O’Donnell (Ann of Ordination) R.I.P. 
Betty Ramsey Intentions 

St Margaret’s 
St Margaret’s 
Silvertown 

Sunday, 18th 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

10.00am 
12.00pm 
6.00pm 

Anna Maria De Sousa Thanksgiving 
People of the Parish and Mary Ho Intentions 
Bridget Huxtable (F) R.I.P. 

Convent Chapel 
St Margaret’s 
St Margaret’s 

Other Sunday Masses 9.00 am 
12.00pm 
6.00pm 

Romanian Mass of the Latin Rite 
Romanian Mass Greek Catholic Rite 
Latin Mass (Extraordinary Form) 

St Margaret’s 
Convent Chapel 
Convent Chapel 

GAUDETE SUNDAY: ST JOHN PAUL II 
“Rejoice in the Lord always.... The Lord is near" (Phil 4: 4-5). 

With these words of the Apostle Paul the liturgy invites us to be joyful. It is the Third Sunday of Advent and is known 
as "Gaudete" Sunday for this very reason. These are the words the Servant of God Pope Paul VI chose for his 

memorable Apostolic Exhortation on Christian joy: "Gaudete in Domino!". 
Advent is a season of rejoicing because it revives the expectation of the most joyful event in history:  the birth of the Son of God by 

the Virgin Mary.  
To know that God is not distant but close, not indifferent but compassionate, not aloof but a merciful Father who 

follows us lovingly with respect for our freedom:  all this is a cause of deep joy which the alternating ups and downs of 
daily life cannot touch. 

An unmistakable feature of Christian joy is that it can go hand in hand with suffering, since it is based entirely on love. 
Indeed, the Lord who "is near", to the point of becoming man, comes to fill us with his joy, the joy of loving. Only in this 
way can we understand the serene joy of the martyrs even amid trial, or the smile of saints, full of charity for those who 

are suffering:  a smile that does not offend but consoles. 
"Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!" (Lk 1: 28). The Angel's announcement to Mary is an invitation to rejoice. Let us 

ask the Holy Virgin for the gift of Christian joy. 

CRIBBS CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL 
SERVICE 

The Annual Christmas Memorial Service 
organised by T Cribb and Sons for all the 
people whose funeral they have arranged 
over the past years will take place at the 

offices in Beckton on Monday 
19th December at 18.00. Fr John will be 
taking part in the service. More details 

from Cribbs 0207 476 1855 

GENERAL ASSISTANT – EAST LONDON 
The role is to support the day to day running of a charity. 

The successful applicant will require administration experience and 
be able to demonstrate excellent communication skills. Microsoft 

office skills, including Word and Excel are also a requirement 
Hours: Full time – 35 hours per week – 3-year contract. Apply by 

sending a CV and covering letter to HR@dioceseofbrentwood.org. 
Closing date for applications is 29 December 2022. Job description: 
General Assistant – East London (full job description is contained 

on www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/diocese/working-for-us). 

mailto:HR@dioceseofbrentwood.org
http://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/diocese/working-for-us


   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Response to the Psalm  

Come, Lord, and save us. 

Second Reading James 5:7-10 
 

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for the 
precious fruit of the ground until it has had the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have to 
be patient; do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make complaints 
against one another, brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to 
be seen waiting at the gates. For your example, brothers, in submitting with patience, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

The Gospel Matthew 11:2-11 
 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the 
one who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John 
what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who 
does not lose faith in me.’ 
  As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about John: ‘What did you go out 
into the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man 
wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you 
go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom 
scripture says: 
‘Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; 
he will prepare your way before you. 
‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been 
seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’ 

First Reading Isaiah 35:1-6,10 
 

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, let it rejoice and sing for joy. 

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, the splendour of our God. 

Strengthen all weary hands, steady all trembling knees and say to all faint hearts, 
‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 

‘Look, your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.’ 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then the lame shall leap 
like a deer and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. 

They will come to Zion shouting for joy, everlasting joy on their faces; joy and gladness will go with 
them and sorrow and lament be ended. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parish Office  CLOSED from 15th December reopens Thursday 

5th January 2023 

Parish Priests’ Surgery | General 
Enquiries 

Every Monday 5.30 – 6.30 Parish Centre  

Booking A Baptism for Your Child Please go to the Parish Surgery to book a baptism 

Nifty Fifty Closed will reopen mid-January (exact date to be 
announced) 

Confirmation Registration 2023 Speak to one of the Priests at the weekly Priest’s 
Surgery 

Planning to get Married? Speak to one of the Priests at the weekly Priest’s 
Surgery 

Do you want to become a Catholic? Speak to one of the Priests at the weekly Priest’s 
Surgery 

 
 

HIRE OF THE PARISH CENTRE 
Please note that ALL enquires about the use of the Parish Centre must be done through 

the Hall Booking link on the Website. The Hall may only be used for events that take 
place in the parish, weddings, funerals etc. This is because the hall is used on a regular 

basis for various parish activities. 

FORMED: Catholic 

Films and Video’s 

Go to formed.org 

and log in with St 

Margaret’s 

Canning Town  

Recently Deceased Please pray for the repose of the soul of Maureen Harvey formerly of Silvertown who died this 
week. May she rest in peace. Amen 

Grace Iloanya | Gertie Duffy | Mary Tooley | Joseph Perrine | Rosalinda Ragasa | Gloria Charles | 
Therese Ainadawoeu | Rose and Eddie Moran | Jenny Ekila | Lilly Casey | Sonia Reamy | Anne 
Criminale | Doreen Bannister | Liz Wiles | Don and June Story | Maureen Fitzpatrick | Eva Hadley | 
Peggy McGinn | Stephen Smith | Prosper Remy | May Gordon | Mary Gilmore | Phillip Baptist | 
Rosalee Guill | Rose Eugene | Toren Nelson | Marian Poole | Beatie Phelan | Terry Hessian.  

In the event of sickness and hospitalisation, please contact one of the priests. If you require the priest in an 
emergency when in hospital, please ask the ward to contact the duty Catholic priest. 

Contacts 
Parish Secretary 
Maria Da Silva 
020 7474 4129 
 

St Margaret’s 
Convent (FMM) 
Bethell Avenue, 
E16 4JU 
020 7511 3463 
 

St Fidelis Friary 
(CFR) 
Killip Close 
020 7474 0766 
 

St Helen’s 
School 
Chargeable 
Lane, E13 8DW 
020 7476 1785 
Head: Claire 
Doherty 
 

Parish 
Safeguarding 
Officer 
Mary West 
07561 667 003 
 

Sister Barbara 
020 8525 4229 

Parish Finances 04h December 
Cash: £743.85 
Envelopes: £1,107.95 
Total: £1,851.80 THANK YOU 
 

Gift Aid Notice  
The Gift Aid scheme is a valuable source of income 
for our parish at no extra cost to yourself! 
Please consider joining if you are a taxpayer and 
not a member.  
Donate Now 
You can donate to our parish and our various 
funds on our website at smct.church/donations 

Music Sunday Masses 10.00am & 12.00pm 
Entrance hymn: 000 | 
Offertory: 000 | 
Communion: 000 | 
Recessional: 000 | 

Choir Practice Tuesday Evening at 19.00 at St Margaret’s 

THE READINGS FOR ADVENT = 
PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS 

 
Father Adrian Graffy the noted 

Scripture Scholar will be leading a 
commentary on the weekly Sunday 

reading of Advent. the Mass readings 
for Advent with commentary by 

Fr Adrian Graffy is now available. 
www.whatgoodnews.org. 

http://www.whatgoodnews.org/

