
How to design a Standard Photo Book Tips 
 

It is always a good practice to create a user account, so you can save your project and return to it later. 

Click on “Order Now” button to view the various available products. 

Select the type of book you want to order, for example - Hard Cover, Softcover or Spiral Bound. 

Select the size of book. 

Click on the “Begin Creation – Customize a premade layout” black button to start your book design. 

You will be routed to the book design page and asked to upload photos. Select the location of the 

photos you want to use either from your device or social media. Select all photos you will be using and 

click on the upload button. You can always add photos later. This can take some time depending on 

your internet connection bandwidth (Speed) 

                

Once photos are uploaded, they will reside on the left pane. From here you can select the photos by 

simply clicking on the photo with your mouse left button and drag it on the page. 

All pages are blank, and you can place your photos anywhere you like, you can rotate photos, zoom, 

or crop, add text, borders etc. Check the tool bar at the top for various options. 

You may also select pre-defined layouts to help you place the photos on the page. Layouts can be 

modified once photos are placed in frames. You can move, rotate, crop etc. Make sure you click on 

the unlock button on the left-hand side of the tool bar. Photos can be clicked and dragged into the 

layout boxes and will automatically be sized to fit the frame box. Photos can also be resized to your 

liking by simply click and drag the small blue boxes at the corners of each photo frame. 

We recommend using layouts as these are set to fit the page and you will be sure that no part of the 

photo is trimmed off and photos are spaced evenly and aligned properly. 

The red lines are safe lines for your guidance should you decide not to use layouts. Keep photos and 

text within the red lines to avoid losing parts of the image or text. However, if you wish to have a full 

photo covering the whole page (edge to edge) than it is important that the image covers all the white 

area of the page. Same applies for page background. Please note that 3mm from the edge of the white 

page will be trimmed off at book production. 

You can also customize the page by selecting the “Themes” button at the top left. From here you find 

various backgrounds, colours etc to make your book stand out. 



 

Example of page layout 

Tips on Designing the Book Cover (Hard Cover). 
You can fill the whole white area of the cover with a background colour or image you want. However, 

it is very important to note that the red lines represent the cover wrap. Anything outside the red line 

will be wrapped around the cover board. Text should have ample space away from the red lines as 

text does not look nice when place at the very edges. Also note the spine. We do not recommend 

putting text on the spine. The spine is narrow, and text will be too small. Also, there is a chance that 

text can move a bit to either side and will not look nice. 

For Softcover the same principle applies. However, there is no wrap area but always keep your photos 

within the red boundary lines. Background image must cover the whole white area. Note that 3mm 

will be trimmed off. 

 

Example of book cover layout. 

 

Please help us improve this document. Any suggestions or any other specific information which you 

may need to know and is not covered here. Please send an email to martin@ilab-ie.com with Book 

Design help as subject and include your suggestion in your email text. Thank you. 

mailto:martin@ilab-ie.com

