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To learn more about Cadwalader’s  
commitment to pro bono, please go to:  
www.cadwalader.com/about/pro-bono-public-service.
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Message from Our  
Managing Partner

In a year like no other and at a time when our attorneys and staff 
wrestled with significant client demands and challenging personal 
circumstances brought on by the pandemic, our firm once again 
rose to the occasion. Not only did we increase our commitment 
to pro bono service to underserved communities that needed 
our support more than ever, but we did so at a critical inflection 
point – in the midst of a global awakening to the racial and 
social injustices that impact so many of our neighbors and our 
communities.

I couldn’t be more proud of all we accomplished.

Whether it was volunteering to staff Census or Election Protection 
hotlines or Voter Registration Drives, helping healthcare and 
frontline workers get their life planning documents in order, 
delivering hot meals to healthcare workers, seeking emergency 
compassionate release of federal prisoners most vulnerable 
to COVID-19, or helping hunger relief agencies expand their 
capacity to meet increased need, Cadwalader attorneys and staff 
volunteered, contributed and made a difference.

These efforts coincided with the formal July 2020 launch of our 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative – a strategic 
firmwide effort to tackle pressing societal and environmental 
challenges to build a more sustainable future.

At a time when we all felt powerless, frustrated and aggrieved, we 
were able to channel that energy for good, demonstrating all we 
can do to be the change we want to see in our society. I hope that 
we can all appreciate our past pro bono and CSR contributions, 
be grateful that we were able to make a real difference during this 
most challenging year, and are poised and ready to be forces for 
positive change in the years to come.

Patrick T. Quinn

Message from Our  
Pro Bono Advisory Group Chair

Living through the challenges presented by the pandemic has 
reinforced our shared responsibility to our families, friends 
and colleagues, and to those in our communities who are less 
fortunate and struggling.

As attorneys, we are in the privileged position to be able to 
provide legal services to help those in need overcome hardships 
and ensure access to justice.

Cadwalader has a long and proud tradition of robust and 
multifaceted pro bono efforts, and we redoubled those efforts 
throughout the challenging landscape of 2020.

This Report is a representative sample of the firm’s pro bono 
work over the past year. A special thanks to our attorneys, who 
have devoted thousands of hours to these efforts, our client-
partners who often work side by side with Cadwalader attorneys 
to perform these engagements, and to our pro bono clients, who 
invariably make this work a rewarding experience for all involved.

Jason M. Halper
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Through a range of pro bono programs, Cadwalader provides assistance to 
organizations and individuals who cannot afford quality legal representation. 

• Coronavirus Relief 

• Notable Pro Bono Matters

• Black & Latino Association Immigration Clinic

• LGBT Network Transgender Name Change Clinic

• Not-for-Profit Incubator

• Women’s Leadership Initiative Housing Clinic

• Veterans Network: Serving Those Who Served

• Investing in Our Communities

• Legal Clinics
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This past year, we witnessed one of the most 
challenging periods in global history, and through the 
difficult months, our commitment to our communities 
held true. Our attorneys and staff engaged in multiple 
projects to help individuals, small businesses and 
nonprofits impacted by the public health crisis, 
including:

• counseling charities and small businesses supported 
by East London Business Alliance looking for advice 
on how to manage disruption to their staffing and 
services.

• advising small businesses in New York City on real 
estate issues.

• guiding impacted nonprofits and small businesses in 
North Carolina seeking available relief.

• assisting with the formation of a nonprofit providing 
free and low-fee short-term therapy for essential 
workers.

• drafting life planning documents for frontline and 
healthcare workers.

• filing compassionate release petitions for federal 
inmates most vulnerable to COVID-19.
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Cadwalader has been exceptional at 

stepping up to support a variety of 

pro bono projects aimed at helping fill 

the vast legal needs created by the 

COVID-19 pandemic.”

Joanna Valentine
Partner

There has been a tremendous impact 

on our local communities from this 

pandemic that has placed an incredible 

burden on local legal service providers. 

I’m very proud of the work that the 

firm has done to aid local legal service 

providers and expand their reach in 

these difficult times.”

Kevin Sholette
Special Counsel

Coronavirus Relief



11 10 10 

Notable Pro Bono Matters Our pro bono efforts range from individual advocacy 
to staffing legal clinics and counseling nonprofit 
organizations. Some recent examples include:

• providing advice on grant award procedures 
and guidelines, intellectual property rights, and 
contractual and governance matters to a nonprofit 
funding fertility preservation treatments for 
disadvantaged women diagnosed with cancer.

• representing a New York City-based artist whose 
socially engaged art has been in demand as the 
nation grapples with an alarming increase in anti-
Asian racism.

• working with The Legal Aid Society to address 
failures by the NYC Department of Homeless 
Services to provide legally mandated information 
and notices to tenants and shelter applicants in 
languages other than English.

• reviewing municipal budget appropriations across 
the country to compile data of evidence-based 
violence intervention strategies being funded by 
large, medium, and small cities to address the 
devastation caused by gun violence that occurs 
disproportionately in underserved communities of 
color.
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It is a privilege to work with pro 

bono clients who trust me to be 

their advisor and advocate as 

they navigate an unfamiliar legal 

system, often in a language not 

native to them. These clients 

have helped me not only be a 

better attorney, but also a better 

person.”

Dorothy Mehta
Partner
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Black & Latino Association 
Immigration Clinic

Jason Halper, Partner

Leadership Committee 

The firm, through the Cadwalader Black & Latino Association (CBLA), 
successfully launched the CBLA Immigration Clinic in 2015. This network 
of Cadwalader attorneys helps marginalized and vulnerable immigrants 
obtain legal status through various forms of relief, including asylum 
applications, Special Immigrant Juvenile Status proceedings and Violence 
Against Women Act self-petitions. Since the Clinic’s founding, the firm 
has become increasingly involved with pro bono immigration cases, 
celebrating numerous successes.

Our recent representations include:

• securing release for a Mexican immigrant illegally detained by ICE. The 
client was able to return to his home in Charlotte, NC to be with his 
family while he fights deportation.

• winning asylum for a 34-year-old gay, HIV-positive man from Ghana. 
The client now has the chance to live his life in safety and dignity in the 
United States.

• representing two siblings from Guatemala with their applications for 
asylum under the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act 
(TVPRA).

• helping a 15-year-old from Honduras, who crossed the border to flee 
abuse from his parents, with his application for Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status. The client is now in the care of a trusted friend of the 
family who is willing to become his guardian.
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Candelario Saldana, Associate

Victor Celis, Associate

Hannah Kaufman, Associate

Having the opportunity to earn 

the trust of children who are 

seeking asylum and special 

immigrant juvenile status and 

to directly represent them has 

been incredibly meaningful and 

rewarding. I’m extremely proud 

of Cadwalader’s commitment 

in providing this pro bono 

representation to help our clients 

obtain legal status.”

Nancy Gillman
Senior Attorney
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Cadwalader’s LGBT Network (CLN) partners with the 
Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund’s (TLDEF) 
Name Change Project to provide free legal name change 
services to low-income transgender people. Securing a 
legal name change is an important step toward making 
many transgender individuals’ legal identities match their 
lived experience. Navigating the court system can be 
intimidating without counsel. Our program provides the 
legal representation that clients need to successfully 
complete the process and move forward with their lives.

“TLDEF’s Name Change Project is proud of our 

long-time partnership with Cadwalader’s Pro Bono 

and Public Service Program. We are incredibly 

grateful for your knowledge, generosity, and 

commitment to this lifesaving work.”

AC Dumlao
Program Manager, TLDEF
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LGBT Network 
Transgender Name 
Change Clinic

Pro bono was a perfect salve 

for the pandemic, allowing 

Cadwalader attorneys to 

channel any stress and anxiety 

into helping those who most 

need it. While we encountered 

new challenges with respect to 

many types of pro bono cases 

– including name changes – 

because of widespread and 

lengthy court closures, this 

compelled us to work together 

and problem-solve for some of 

our favorite clients and partner 

organizations.” 

Jared Stanisci 
Partner; Chair,  
Cadwalader LGBT Network
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Under the umbrella of the Not-for-Profit Incubator, Cadwalader attorneys 
and staff have incorporated and obtained tax-exempt status for nearly 
400 not-for-profit organizations over the past decade. It is gratifying to 
help further the vital work that our clients perform. The Incubator has been 
involved with a broad range of innovative programs, including:

• a scholarship fund for students pursuing their creative passions in 
higher education in upstate New York.

• a nonprofit retreat for survivors of breast cancer.

• a network that coordinates pro bono legal assistance, enables the 
exchange of resources, and promotes pro bono work among corporate 
counsel.

• a program that promotes diversity and inclusion in the appellate legal 
field through mentorship, networking, law school partnerships and skill-
building initiatives.

• a youth empowerment organization dedicated to entrepreneurship, 
professional development, and community leadership and engagement.

• a family shelter for previously detained asylum-seekers that offers legal 
resources for immigration cases.

17 

Jason Schwartz
Partner

Not-for-Profit Incubator Team

Alissa Kalinowski
Associate

Harris Greenberg
Not-for-Profit Specialist

Linda Swartz  
Partner

Michael Gonzalez
Associate

Not-for-Profit Incubator

It was a pleasure to work with 

Cadwalader’s pro bono legal team. 

They always went above and beyond 

and informed us every step of the way.”

Beth Kent
Executive Director, Paradigm for Parity®

Our pro bono legal team guided us 

through transitioning from our fiscal 

sponsor arrangement to becoming 

our own 501(c)(3) nonprofit in a short 

period of time. They were extremely 

professional and responsive, and their 

support was invaluable.”

Jewelle Bickford
President, Board of Directors and  
Co-Chair, Paradigm for Parity®
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Attorneys who participate in the Women’s 
Leadership Initiative (WLI) Housing Clinic are 
focused on helping low-income tenants in 
New York public housing keep and repair their 
homes. The outcomes in these cases, referred 
by The Legal Aid Society and Legal Services 
NYC, can make a life-changing difference for 
the financially-challenged clients we represent 
and their families, particularly when affordable 
housing in New York City is in such short supply.

A recent representation included assisting a 
client who was at risk of losing her housing 
benefits due to a clerical error. A settlement was 
reached at no cost to the client, and her housing 
benefits were reestablished, allowing her to stay 
in her home.
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Women’s Leadership Initiative 

Housing Clinic

Pro bono is essential for every 

attorney because it allows us to 

enhance our skills while giving 

back to the community.”

Jaclyn Hellreich
Associate
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Partnering with the City Bar Justice Center (New York), 
National Veterans Legal Services Program (Washington, 
D.C.) and the Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy, our 
attorneys work with veterans and their family members on 
disability appeals to the Department of Veterans Affairs, 
discharge upgrade requests to the various military service 
branches, preparing life planning documents, and helping 
staff walk-in clinics designed to address the legal needs 
of U.S. veterans.

This year, several of our Veterans Network attorneys 
focused their efforts and significant resources on litigation 
in the Southern District of New York on behalf of a military 
family. The family was sickened while living in their home 
near the United States Military Academy at West Point 
due to their landlord’s negligence. That negligence 
caused numerous and extremely significant health-related 
issues to the entire family, not to mention extensive 
property loss and serious emotional distress. Tragically, 
the health issues experienced by the Service member 
have potentially jeopardized his military career and plans 
after retirement.

Cadwalader’s team successfully represented the family 
in earlier litigation in state court and then turned their 
efforts to federal court to recover and help the family 
move forward. To date, Cadwalader attorneys and 
several support personnel have guided the case through 
discovery, and we remain extremely optimistic about the 
outcome. 
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Veterans Network:  
Serving Those Who Served
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The firm has fully supported the 

Veterans Network’s pro bono 

efforts this year and continues to 

give us the ability to tangibly and 

directly make a positive difference 

for Service members. With all of 

us working from home, the firm’s 

Veterans Network adapted to 

online meetings and to providing 

pro bono services virtually. We 

are proud to give back to those 

who serve and protect us today 

and every day.”

Robert Duncan
Associate; Chair,  
Cadwalader Veterans Network
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Working with our bank clients, we host and staff quarterly 
small business clinics organized by Start Small Think Big, an 
organization committed to helping low-to-moderate income 
individuals build and sustain thriving businesses in underserved 
New York City communities.

Our lawyers advise business owners on the requirements for 
conducting business online, such as website terms of use and 
privacy policies.

Our recent clients have included: 

• a NYC Transit Authority retiree who created a breakfast-
oriented catering business, anchored by her signature red 
velvet waffles.

• a conscientious entrepreneur who reduces food waste and 
produces sustainable snacks by using unsold authentic 
Brooklyn bagels to make bagel chips.

• a podcaster, inspired by the lack of access to sexual 
education in certain communities, who hosts a podcast 
featuring mainly queer and culturally diverse guests from 
historically marginalized communities.

• a business owner who is committed to sourcing ingredients 
from female farmers around the world, while building a cadre 
of women to power her business of creating a line of unique 
beverages.

Investing in Our 
Communities
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It is a pleasure to work 

with Cadwalader as the 

commitment to pro bono is 

evidenced across the firm. 

The Cadwalader team goes 

above and beyond by bringing 

together corporate clients’ 

teams and the firm’s attorneys 

to deliver high-quality legal 

support to small businesses 

and entrepreneurs who 

would not otherwise have 

access to any form of legal 

services. Cadwalader’s work 

demonstrates a substantial 

commitment to the public good 

and improving equity of access 

to entrepreneurship and small 

business ownership.”

Alex Stepick
Legal Program Director, 
Start Small Think Big
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Cadwalader lawyers participate in several legal clinics, 
offering advice and guidance to underserved groups in 
our communities, including:

• staffing monthly naturalization workshops sponsored 
by the Latin American Coalition in Charlotte, 
providing legal review of clients’ naturalization 
applications.

• teaming up with attorneys from our corporate clients 
to staff naturalization screening and naturalization 
application clinics hosted by Legal Services NYC.

• collaborating with the North Carolina Pro Bono 
Resource Center to restore suspended driver’s 
licenses to low-income North Carolinians who are 
eligible for relief – revoked driving privileges often 
mean missed job opportunities and reduced access 
to medical care.

Legal Clinics
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We are grateful for 

Cadwalader attorneys and 

paralegals participating in our 

Driver’s License Restoration 

Pro Bono Project three 

times over the last year. 

Cadwalader attorneys have 

provided invaluable and much 

needed pro bono service 

which will help North Carolina 

citizens restore their driver’s 

licenses.  Private attorneys 

are integral to addressing 

access to justice gaps—

thanks, Cadwalader for your 

leadership and service!”

Sylvia Novinsky
Director, NC Pro Bono 
Resource Center
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What Pro Bono Means to Us

Jodi Avergun, Partner

“Working with inmates at greater 
risk of contracting COVID-19 
reminded me of the disparities 
between people who can afford 
representation and those who 
cannot. It has strengthened my 
resolve to improve access to 
justice for all.”

Hugo Chan, Associate

“With the firm’s support, I have 
had the privilege to give back to 
the community, and grow as a 
lawyer and as a person.”

Ellen Holloman, Partner

Cadwalader’s pro bono 
commitment is genuine and 
generous, and supported 
at the highest levels of our 
management.”

A passion for public service, a commitment to social justice, and a penchant for problem-solving – 
our lawyers are driven by a sense of purpose, both personal and professional.

Kevin Hoyos, Associate

“There is nothing more fulfilling 
than volunteering to fight on the 
frontlines alongside activists 
and civil legal services to ensure 
justice for our most vulnerable 
and disadvantaged residents.”

Ryan Marosy, Associate

“I believe that it is my responsibility 
to share the knowledge that I have 
gained through my law practice to 
improve access to the legal system 
for my pro bono clients.”

Niral Shah, Associate

“The legal practice often deals with 
issues that seem abstract and distant 
from people’s actual lives. It’s deeply 
fulfilling to use the firm’s resources 
and my legal skills to directly make 
someone’s life better.”

Parker Ihrie, Associate

“I’m proud to be a part of 
Cadwalader’s pro bono 
program, which gives us an 
opportunity to advocate for and 
protect those in need.”

Anne Tompkins, Partner

“Cadwalader values the ideals of pro 
bono service, which helps in the cause 
of equal justice, helps our pro bono 
clients, and makes us better lawyers.”
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Monica Lindsay, Law Clerk

“I participate in pro bono work 
because I believe it is my responsibility 
to advocate for those who are unable 
to advocate for themselves because of 
systemic boundaries.”

Sulie Arias, Associate

“As an immigrant myself, I 
am thankful to the firm for 
supporting us in our efforts to 
help pro bono clients applying 
for humanitarian protections 
and/or legal status in the U.S.”
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Cadwalader has long-standing relationships with many legal service agencies, including:

Our Pro Bono Partners

Animal Defense Partnership

Carolina Migrant Network

Catholic Charities DC

Charlotte Center for Legal Advocacy

City Bar Justice Center

DC Bar Pro Bono Center

East London Business Alliance

Free Representation Unit

Her Justice

Human Rights First

Immigration Equality

Kids in Need of Defense

The Latin American Coalition

Lawyers Alliance for New York

Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

The Legal Aid Society

Legal Counsel for the Elderly

Legal Services NYC

North Carolina Pro Bono Resource Center

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest

New York Legal Assistance Group

Safe Passage Project

Sanctuary for Families

Start Small Think Big

Tahirih Justice Center

Transgender Legal Defense and Education Fund

TrustLaw

Volunteers of Legal Service

Whitman-Walker Health




