2020: A Year in Review

OUR MISSION AND VISION

God's faithfulness and goodness were so greatly evidenced
in the last year. As you will see in the following stories, we
have experienced:

"Come Help Us" - This is the request that started this mission
over 20 years ago and it continues today.
READ wants to:

• unprecedented giving in the last quarter of 2020
• the departure of two faithful READ servant leaders
• some strategic movements in our foreign field

• help where help is needed
• be involved where resources are needed
• come alongside where training and good books are needed
• be in the business of providing excellent Christian literature

By Steve Eckert, Executive Director

We take these movements of God’s direction and providence
as a confirmation that he still has work for us (READ) to do in
our foreign field of Eurasia.
We will continue to use what we have learned from those
who bring many years of faithful service leadership and
wisdom and combine that with a younger generation of new
ideas, resources and communication efforts to share the
timeless work of the Gospel for generations to come.
A New Generation at Work - Pastor Oleg and his family are
displaced people from the conflict in eastern Ukraine.
Millions had to flee their homes and businesses to move to
cities like Kyiv (Kiev). Bill Arvan first met this dear ministry
family while in the field in 2008 for a church-leaders
conference. He reconnected with them on a later trip and
discovered that Pastor Oleg had planted God's Design
Church in Kyiv.
The theme of this very young body of war-torn refugees and
believers is, "What man intended for evil God intended for
good." This church is serving one hundred men, women, and
children; displaced people from the war zone. READ has
supported this body with Christian education tools for their
children's ministry and resources for an annual summer
camp/retreat where many seekers are invited to explore a
relationship with Jesus Christ.
The story of Pastor Oleg and God's Design Church is WHY
READ exists.

Equipping the Eurasian Church for Effective Ministry …
Fueling Faith in Eurasia

where it is most needed

We truly want to hear from our ministry partners on how we
can be involved in helping in the places that God is taking
them as we all seek to fuel faith in the context and culture of
Eurasia.
Eurasia: Eastern Europe and Central Asia - We have assured
our foreign partners that we are staying in Eurasia; we are not
going anywhere. We hear of new needs and see new ways
that theological work and study are being done. We are
passionate about doing what we can to help equip the
church and its saints for ministry in evangelism and
discipleship.
Our renewed vision - This is a three-year plan that is just
beginning to emerge. Some key components of this plan and
how to accomplish it at home and in the field will be to

• expand our donor base at home (including younger donors)
• double our budget (an audacious goal)
• increase our local church partnerships
• grow our librarian training (spiritual pharmacists)
• provide electronic classrooms for theological training
• assist the development of indigenous-language theological
resources

Our hope and prayers are that this renewed vision will supply
power to the Gospel and God's Kingdom advancement by
Fueling Fatih in Eurasia.

O Lord … Let us, your servants, see you work again; let our children see your glory. And may the Lord our God show us his
approval and make our efforts successful. Yes, make our efforts successful! Psalm 90:16-17 NLT

Admire the Miracle
By Katie Rassier, Finance Manager

I'm learning Latin alongside my daughter and I've become a lover of etymology: the history of words. The word "Admire"
comes from the Latin "Ad" + "Mirari" or "to wonder at". As the READ Team entered the fourth quarter of 2020, we "wondered
at" what the LORD might do as we prayerfully asked Him for enough to meet the budget for the year, that we might continue in
His work of training church leaders, reaching dangerous places, and changing culture through the power of The Gospel in
Eurasia. Through our first three quarters, READ had received 47% of budgeted donations for the year. We trusted Him for the
53% ($200,000) that remained.
The word "Miracle" means "an object of wonder". That object of wonder was realized when we closed December, amid a
pandemic, in a year where no in-person fundraising events were able to be held, receiving not only the 53% ($200,000) needed
but an amazing abundance that was given in that final quarter; the biggest December we've ever had!
As we reflect on this past year and look forward to the next, we stop to give thanks and admire His miracle.

Gifts In Memory or Honor of…
Please note: For 2021 we are developing (among other communication ideas) a Legacy Page to be posted on our website as a
place to list gifts given in memory, or honor of, our partners' family and friends.

Good And Faithful Servants
By Cindy Cady, Communications Manager

On the evening of January 19, 2021, approximately twenty-six family, friends, and Board members (former & present) gathered via
Zoom Video Communications to acknowledge Paul Sanders and Barb Wicklander, both recently a big part of READ Ministries. This
long-overdue event was to celebrate the years of work and devotion that Paul and Barb gave to READ.
Paul made his first trip to Ukraine in 1995, experiencing first-hand the need for Christian literature and training materials for
pastors, church leaders, and other believers to spread the Gospel and serve Christ in Ukraine. READ was officially formed in August
2003 with Paul as president; becoming board chair in 2005. He retired in February of 2020, giving 17 years of devoted leadership.
Barb retired this past September after serving 15 years as READ's Administrator, while at the same time working for Shepherds
Foundation. Her peers agreed she was the ever-efficient administrator, managing like clockwork, all aspects of a non-profit ministry
office. It was evident that her love for the Lord and his people was the driving force for her capacity to structure and organize
behind the scenes.
As the year 2020 goes, the evening looked different than an event of this type typically would. Though everyone gathered together
via Zoom from the comfort of home, the time spent was a time of light-hearted fun, filled with stories of great memories and
experiences from over the years, and priceless words of appreciation shared by Paul and Barb's peers and family. Near the end of
the evening, each guest-of-honor had a surprise knock at the door as a gift of appreciation was delivered.
It was touching to see the amount of love and regard for Paul & Barb, in their love and work for the LORD through READ Ministries.
We are indebted to them both for the timeless work given on behalf of READ and its partners in Eastern Europe and Central Asia.
We know one day they will hear the words from our Lord – Well done my good and faithful servant.

Paul Sanders

Barb Wicklander

Zoom room friends

Field Highlights
By Bill Arvan, Foreign Projects Coordinator

PRAISE GOD FOR HIS BLESSING IN BALAKLEYA: Russia’s brutal 2014 invasion and occupation of Ukraine’s Crimea and the
separatist insurgency left hundreds of Evangelical and Baptist church leaders at Donetsk Christian University and Lugansk Regional
Bible College without much-needed theological education and ministry training. In early 2020, by the grace of God, this situation
changed dramatically!
Pastors from the Kharkiv region asked Kremenchuk Evangelical Seminary (KES, one of READ’s staunchest ministry partners), for
help in training their beleaguered church leaders. Trusting the Holy Spirit would lead READ to say yes to this request and in
desperate dependency on God to provide, KES took steps to establish a satellite branch of its seminary in one of the local
evangelical churches in Balakleya, Kharkiv.
The first of 21 training weekends was held in late January of 2020. Seventy-five enthusiastic church leaders, passionate about
improving their ministry skills, enrolled in a church leadership training program. These men and women were already serving in a
variety of positions, ranging from ministries to women, children, youth, and pastoring.
For students to acquire much-needed study materials, READ was asked to provide funding for the development of a library,
textbooks, and stipends for an onsite coordinator and visiting teachers. While not in our budget at the beginning of 2020, READ
sensed the Holy Spirit was leading us to say yes to this open door for ministry. In response, READ made a $7,000 per year
commitment to support this God-ordained ministry initiative. Exactly the kind of assistance our acronym promises:
Resources for Evangelism And Discipleship.
Even with the pandemic, 2020 enrollment was strong. Students continue to be delighted that in addition to expanding their
knowledge of theology, they are also learning fresh, practical applications for their current ministry efforts.
The added blessing of fellowship with other Christian leaders during these dark times is encouraging. And, during the first weekend
in February of 2021, the enrollment grew as ten new “spiritual pharmacist trainees” began their training to serve as church
librarians and counselors in their home churches.
Steve Eckert, READ's Executive Director, observed last year when the initial call for help came for Balakleya: When we believe we
already have enough on our plate and maybe shouldn't try to do more, we are in jeopardy of having our faith muscles atrophy. It’s
imperative that READ continues to advance the excellent work of our partners by asking God to provide the resources to make it
happen...and then trusting that He will. Amen!

First Class of KES Satellite Branch

Field Highlights (continued)
GOD USED IT FOR GOOD: For years, READ has hosted an
annual ministry summit in March for its key ministry partners
in Eastern Europe. Two days devoted to prayer, worship,
reporting, and vision casting, as well as spending time
together enjoying traditional shashlik (a delicious shish
kebab) and customary sauna, have helped cultivate a
genuine one-mindedness with READ’s international ministry
partners.
The COVID-19 pandemic did not cancel but gave this event a
different look. Thanks to the technology that we have come
to either appreciate or scorn, Zoom made it possible for
READ’s staff to conduct this event at a distance on November
17-18. In the providence and grace of God, READ’s 2020
ministry summit was bigger and better than ever!
Some of the highlights and key takeaways include:
• READ's USA-based staff and board joined a virtual summit
with our usual partners in Ukraine, Moldova, and Belarus.
Attendance came to more than 20 as Zoom Video
Communications allowed our dearly loved ministry
colleagues in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan (in Central Asia)
to join us for the first time.

• Valery Antonyuk, President of the Baptist Union of Ukraine,
sharing his insights from Revelation 15:3-4 on the
sovereignty of our Lord God, King of the Nations.

• Leonid Mikhovich, President of the Baptist Union in Belarus,
and Rector of the Minsk Theological Seminary blessing us
with thoughts from Hebrews 12 on the example of Christ in
times of suffering.

• Steve Eckert was able to introduce himself to many of our

international partners. As our new Executive Director,
Steve’s vision for READ’s equipping of the Eurasian church
for increased effectiveness in Gospel ministry was very well
received and reassuring to our international ministry
network.

Sure, the in-person events are always enjoyed! But this ZOOM
Summit allowed for greater and more diverse participation,
as well as shared vision and commitment to the strategic role
READ has to play in the progress of the Gospel and
expansion of God’s Kingdom across Eurasia.
As always, our Father knows best!
Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord
God the Almighty! Just and true are your ways,
O King of the nations! Revelation 15:3

Below: Some of our Summit guests from Eastern Europe and Central Asia - Eurasia!
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