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Moving Forward...

Together

Running the Race, Passing the Baton
Board Chairman Paul Sanders says, “We were looking for
a relational person, someone with a pastoral background
Before leaving home on the day of a big relay race, the
and administrative skills. Someone who could work well
runner checks his bag one more time: two pairs of running
with people, both in the U.S. and the former Soviet Union.”
shoes, extra socks, extra underwear, sport sunglasses,
Steve Eckert brings to the organization 30 years of pastoral
sweat-wicking hat, and deodorant.
experience and solid administrative skills.
He’s been running for a long time, but today he will pass
“I’m confident that Steve will be really good at this,” Arvan
the baton to a younger runner. He’s still got passion for the
says. “His relationship skills are huge. He’s the right age:
race, but it’s time to shift to coaching.
he’s got great experience and is old enough to be respectLord, help me not to drop the baton, he mutters under
ed in the culture READ serves, but young enough to have
his breath.
the energy and fresh ideas READ needs.”

By Sharon Sheppard

Bill Arvan, READ’s Field Representative, has been running
for a long time. Though he is still at the top of his game,
he knows it will soon be time to pass the baton. And he
is delighted with his new running partner, Steve Eckert,
recently hired with the title of Executive Director. For the
next few months they will work together, both trusting
God as the baton is passed.

“I’m excited about Steve’s
ability to develop new
relationships, both in the U.S.
and abroad.”

Reactions to Eckert’s selection for the position have
been unanimously positive. He was warmly welcomed
by READ’s ministry partners on his recent trip to Ukraine,
even before they knew he was being considered as a candidate for the Director’s job.

Barb Wicklander, READ’s Administrator, echoes that sentiment: “I’m excited about Steve’s ability to develop new
relationships, both in the U.S. and abroad. He has the skills
to pitch in with a new generation to make good things
continued on page 2
happen.”

Steve and his wife Lori both grew up as PKs (preacher’s kids). As an eight-yearold child, Steve, after hearing his dad preach at a Sunday evening service, went
home and had a talk with his mother. That night she helped him to pray and
ask Jesus to be his Savior.
But he says, “At age 17 I had an experience that became very significant for
me. I had been at Trout Lake Camp in Northern Minnesota, and I felt convicted
because I knew my actions had not been lining up with my values. Again, I had
a conversation with my mother that was pivotal for me.” She told him a story
about himself that he had never heard before.
“When I was 3 ½ I nearly drowned in a swimming pool. Though my mother had
never done mouth-to-mouth resuscitation before, she had just read an article
about it in Readers Digest. I was near death, and God saved my life by enabling
my mother to administer mouth-to-mouth resuscitation that day. So at age 17,
when my mom told me that story, I knew that God had had a purpose for my
life right from the beginning.”
When Steve went away to college, he was sure that he didn’t want to be a
pastor. So he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Education at Bethel University in St.
Paul. But (you guessed it!) God had other plans for him, which led him to Bethel Theological Seminary, where he earned a Master of Arts Degree in Christian
Education. (See sidebar for a summary of his pastoral experience.)
“When the READ Board met with Steve Eckert,” Paul Sanders says, “We were
impressed with his experience and enthusiasm. I believe he will hit the ground
running, and, while honoring past traditions, he will bring fresh ideas for moving forward.”
Eckert says, “I really value the core of READ donors who have faithfully prayed
and financially supported this organization all of these years. And I pray that
going forward we will also be able to bring along a younger generation who
will pick up the baton.”
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw
off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus…” (Heb. 12:1-2)

Introducing …

Steve Eckert
READ’s New Executive Director
Things you might like to
know about Steve:

FAMILY:
Steve and his wife Lori have been
married 34 years.
n Their fathers are both pastors
who worked together.
n Steve’s wife Lori works as a
Literacy Coordinator for School
District 742 in St. Cloud, MN
(Steve says she is very good at
what she does!)
n They have 3 adult children:
• Allison, 29, lives in San Clemente, CA
• Marcus, 28, lives with wife
Sarah in Roseville, MN
• Logan, 25, lives in Denver, CO
n

EDUCATION:
B.A. Degree in Education, Bethel
College
n M.A. Degree in Christian Education, Bethel Seminary
n

MINISTRY POSITIONS:
Calvary Community Church, St.
Cloud, MN, Executive Pastor
n Christ Community Church, Rochester, MN, Executive Pastor
n Valley Community Baptist
Church, Avon, CT, Pastor of Student Ministries
n North Haven Church, North St.
Paul, MN, Associate Pastor
n
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READ to Launch Ministry in Moldova
READ Ministries will launch its ministry in Moldova on Saturday,
October 19, 2019. In Moldova’s capital, Chisinau, in early June, representatives of READ met with the leadership of the Baptist Union of
Moldova and its University of Divine Grace to strategize on how best
to launch this newest of READ’s ministry partnerships.
Pastor John Miron, the General Secretary of the Baptist Union of
Moldova, spoke for the leadership group when he commented,
“Thanks for your willingness to
help us. May God bless you!”
“Thanks for your

Fifty evangelical Moldovan
willingness to
church leaders will be invited to
help us. May God
attend a day-long presentation
bless you!”
about the history and ministry
of READ and a seminar on the
theme, “Books in the Life of God’s Servant.” At this upcoming fall
gathering, the vision of training church librarians for ministry in Moldovan and Romanian churches will also be shared. The hope of our
Moldovan partners is that librarian training could begin in the fall of
2020, God willing.
Dr. Mihai Malancea, an internationally recognized professor of Missions and Islamic Studies and President of the University of Divine
Grace in Chisinau, Moldova, enthusiastically commented, “So glad
to work with READ Ministries!”

John Miron, General Secretary of the Baptist Union of Moldova

Between now and mid-October, READ will arrange for 1,000 volumes to be delivered from Russia and Romania, as well as from within Moldova, so each church leader may receive their own theological
library from READ.
Please pray for this upcoming event and the safe, on-time delivery of these important ministry tools! Pray that God would
bless this newest of READ’s initiatives to provide tools and
training for effective ministry in Moldova.

Mihai Malancea, Rector of the University of Divine Grace
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READ-assisted Students Serve
at the Front in Ukraine

In John 9:4, Jesus reminded His followers, “We must work the works
of Him who sent Me, as long as it is day; night is coming, when no
man can work.” This was literally true for students from Kremenchug Evangelical Seminary’s (KES) Missionary Training Center (MTC)
during their week-long practical training experience on the front
lines of the simmering war between Russian and Ukraine. From 6:00
am to 6:00 pm, it was relatively safe for these students to travel from
their base at the Revival Baptist Church in Avdiivka, Donetsk Oblast,
out to surrounding villages. But after dusk, shelling of these villages would begin and
continue through the the love and hope found
night until the next
only in Jesus Christ was
morning’s sunrise.

also brought to these

In these villages of
desperate villagers
about 50 remaining
residents, there is no
electricity or running water, and very little food. But twice a week,
during daylight, volunteers bring food and water. And, for a week
during this past June, the love and hope found only in Jesus Christ
was also brought to these desperate villagers by 10 READ-supported
missionary trainees.
Stanislav Chernyayev is the Director of the MTC, and he has shared,
“Almost all of the residents got together to see us and to listen
to Christian songs, testimonies and sermons. We believe that
their hearts will be opened for the Gospel like their hearts were
opened to see us.”
This summer marks the fifth anniversary of the continuing conflict
between Russia and its neighbor, Ukraine. Please continue to
pray for peace in Ukraine, and the progress of the Gospel on the
front lines.
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Come and See What God Is Up To

Each spring, when evangelical theological schools all across the
former Soviet Union hold their graduations, all grads who complete
their training and receive a diploma or degree accredited by the
Euro-Asian Accrediting Association (E-AAA) also receive from READ
Ministries a collection of biblically-based theological tools that are
described as “Bouquets of Books.” These gifts of precious books are
not bound together with a colorful ribbon, but are often placed in a
yellow plastic bag.
This spring READ Ministries had the joy of presenting these special
bouquets to about 200 graduates. One of READ’s valued partners is
in Central Asia, and after their graduation in early June, we received
this letter from their leadership expressing their joy on receiving
these graduation gifts from READ.
Dear Bill and READ Ministries,
Greetings in the name of our Lord!
We are writing to thank you and READ Ministries for supporting the
work of United Spiritual Seminary Bishkek in many ways.
Especially, we thank you for the gifts to our first four students to graduate with our Euro-Asian Accrediting Association (E-AAA) accredited
Diploma of Christian Teaching and Ministry at our graduation ceremony
on the 7th of June!
We hope the included photos will also bring back happy memories of
your time visiting us. We look forward to further partnership with READ
Ministries in the future.
With grateful thanks and blessings from all of us at the United Spiritual
Seminary Bishkek,
Tamara Esenkukova, Director
Kulsun Satarova, Librarian
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Even as our programs continue to move forward, READ
has moved its office. Our move is now complete!
With a huge thank you to our generous landlords, the
Anderson and Johnson families, we have moved all the
way down the hall 75 feet to Suite 100, a more spacious
office that will accommodate all our staff responsibilities
including a private office for our administrator, Barb
Wicklander, and new Executive Director, Steve Eckert.
Special thanks go to an energetic and hard-working
crew of Loren Johnson, Paul Carlson, Lowell Anderson,
Gretchen Sanders, Wayne Kroeplin, Rob Larson, Dave
Bradley, Bjorn and Gunnar Erickson, Lucy Anderson, Al
Baas, Gene VanAlstine, and Mike Adkins who cleaned,
painted and moved the entire office. Feel free to stop in
for a cup of coffee at any time!

We are very thankful for God leading us to our new Executive Director, Pastor Steve Eckert, who begins his full
time responsibilities in mid-September. Field Director, Bill
Arvan, will continue with us in a reduced capacity until
mid-2020. During that time he will introduce Steve to our
partners both here and abroad and continue his responsibilities to coordinate overseas travel until mid-2020.
Please join us in continuing to welcome Steve and Bill as
they contact you and offer our availability to present READ
to your churches, participate in your mission conferences
or wherever we can have the opportunity to share what
God is doing through READ.
Because of your persistent financial and prayer support,
READ continues to move forward together!

Even as our programs continue
to move forward, READ has
moved its office. Our move is
now complete!
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Gifts Given in Memory of
Bill (Sr) and Patricia
Arvan
Katherine Anderson

Ervin Robertson
Lenora Robertson

Charles R. Johnson
Marilyn Mund

Eunice Swanson
Tim and Beth Swanson

Darlene Lenz
Doris Eastlund

Helen Zierman
Betty Lou Berg

Emery Sanford
Janet Sanford

Janice Saatzer
Len and Sandi Carlson

Joanne Benoy
Len and Sandi Carlson
Kevin Holubetz
Phyllis Holubetz
Vicky Roser
Scott and Jeannie Gustafson
“Our Parents”
Ray and Marie Ann
Magnuson

Gifts Given in Honor of
Bill Arvan “An Effective
Minister”
Gordon and Bonnie Stock

The 75th Birthday of Paul
Sanders
Tom and Alice Hamilton

Paul and Gretchen
Sanders
Mavis Sanders
Randy Carey

“As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me.
Night is coming, when no one can work.” John 9:4 (NIV)
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Thursday, September 26, 2019

Together

Bethel University
“The Underground” Room
3900 Bethel Drive
St. Paul, MN
(Parking in West Lot)

OR
Thursday, October 3, 2019

Calvary Community
Church
1200 Roosevelt Road
St. Cloud, MN

Please join us for an

EVENING OF
CELEBRATION &
PARTNERSHIP
OPPORTUNITY

Doors open at 6:15 p.m.
Dinner will be served at 6:30
p.m.

Please RSVP

to 763-552-0652
or office@readministries.org
by September 20, 2019—Bethel
or September 23, 2019—Calvary

Resources for Evangelism And Discipleship in Ukraine and other parts of the Former Soviet Union

Check out our website at

www.readministries.org
for details about READ Ministries and
online giving.

Would you like to receive the READ Report
electronically instead of by snail mail? If so,
please send your request and email address to

office@readministries.org
and we’ll add you to our electronic list.

Bill Arvan
Projects Coordinator

Barb Wicklander
Editor

Sharon Sheppard
Contributing Journalist

READ Ministries Office: 1001 1st Ave East • Suite 100 • Cambridge, MN 55008
Phone: 763 552-0652•office@readministries.org

Craig Claeys
Art Direction /
Graphic Design

