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November 2020
Dear Parents,
We return from CAT week in the month of November – a time to remember those who have gone before us into the loving embrace of God. We also find ourselves moving towards the season of Advent when we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, Son of God, at Christmas.  
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In this issue of the newsletter you will find what your son is learning about in Religious Education in each year group this half term, as well as some RE news in Junior House. 
Dates from the Church’s calendar:
1st   
November
All Saints’


7th December
St. Ambrose

2nd   
November 
All Souls


8th  December
Immaculate Conception

11th 
November
St. Martin


13th December Third Sunday of Advent

21st  
November
Presentation of Mary

14th December St. John of the Cross


22nd  
November
Christ the King

20th  December  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
23rd  
November
St. Columban


24th December Christmas Eve

29th 
November 
First Sunday of Advent
25th December Christmas Day

30th 
November
St. Andrew


26th December St. Stephen, first martyr    

3rd   
December
St. Francis Xavier

27th December The Holy Family

6th 
December        Second Sunday of Advent


J1 – Mary, Mother of God 

“Mary the Mother of Jesus and therefore the Mother of God is the first disciple…She is the Church’s model of faith and charity and because of her singular response to God’s Word is Mother of the Church.”
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Religious Education Curriculum Directory

The boys will learn that God called Mary to be the Mother of Jesus and learn how Mary responded to God’s call and the importance of her ‘Yes’ to us today. They will learn that Advent is a time to prepare for the coming of Jesus at Christmas and begin to understand that Christmas is a celebration of the birth of Jesus, the Son of God. They will also learn about the stories of the shepherds and the wise men’s visit to see the baby Jesus.

	At home
You could help your son by:

• saying the ‘Hail Mary’ everyday – on the way to school, before supper or at bedtime

• talking with them about the importance of Mary throughout Jesus’ life

• filling in the Caritas Advent Calendar 


J2 –Trust in God 
“Through grace, God has revealed himself and given himself to human beings. This he does by revealing the mystery, his plan of loving goodness, formed from all eternity in Christ, for the benefit of all people. God has fully revealed this plan by sending us his beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit.”
Religious Education Curriculum Directory 
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The boys will learn about Jesus’ teaching and the importance of trusting in him. They will learn that it is not always easy to trust in God but it is worthwhile (e.g. Zechariah).

They will learn about the promise God made to Mary through the angel Gabriel and

learn how Joseph put his trust in God when the angel appeared to him. They will 

become familiar with Mary’s song of praise and trust in God (The Magnificat) and

learn that God fulfilled his promise to Mary when Jesus, the Son of God, was born.

The boys will have a chance to deepen their awareness of God’s love for us and know that he asks us to trust in him. They will reflect on the times it is difficult to trust and on the importance of keeping promises. They will make their own Advent promises. The boys will reflect on how Mary and Joseph placed all their trust in God and experience a celebration of the Nativity. 
	At home:

You could help your son by:

• saying a prayer with him as they open the days of the Advent calendar 

• filling in the Caritas Advent Calendar. 


J3 – God’s Covenants 
“The Law of the Old Covenant, through the Ten Commandments is fulfilled by the Good News of Jesus. With the help of God, we too can fulfil the responsibilities of this law and so find happiness.”

Religious Education Curriculum Directory 
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J4—Justice 
“Love of neighbour … involves working for a just society, both locally and internationally”
Religious Education Curriculum Directory
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	At home:
You could help your son by:

• thinking about how your family could support the work of charities such as Caritas or CAFOD
• visit www.cafod.org.uk to learn more about CAFOD and its work in the developing world

• include an intention for people fighting injustice in your prayers with your son.



ROSARY CLUB

Rosary Club is now led on by Fr George on Thursday lunchtimes in the school chapel. Boys pray for their special intentions and all are welcome.
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The Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions  
In each classroom the prayer intentions of Pope Francis for the relevant month are displayed for the boys to use in daily prayer time, in language appropriate to their age. I include them here for your information should you wish to use them at home in your family.

	NOVEMBER 2020 
	DECEMBER  2020


	Artificial Intelligence
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial intelligence may always serve humankind.


	For a Life of Prayer
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.
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First Holy Communion J2

A small group of boys will make their First Confession and celebrate their First Holy Communion in the school chapel in November. Let’s keep these boys and their families in our prayers in this next exciting step of their journey in faith. As Blessed Carlo Acutis often said “The more we receive the Holy Eucharist, the more we will become like Jesus, so that on this earth we will have a foretaste of heaven". Huge thanks to all at school, in particular Mr Jeffery and Fr Edward for making this possible.
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Last Christmas the boys generously collected SEVEN large, full boxes of items for the Caritas Westminster Food Collective in Junior House, which were then sent on to a foodbank. Although sadly this year, due to Covid restrictions, we are unable to organise this in school, please do consider downloading the new CARITAS WESTMINSTER 2020 ADVENT GIVING CALENDAR. 
It is a lovely activity to do in your family and a tangible way we can share with others. You can bring your completed box of goods to any local foodbank or enquire in your parish whether the SVP will take them for you. Do look up any cut off dates online so that families facing challenges this Christmas can have some practical help, thereby gaining so much ourselves by bearing witness that ‘Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers, that you do unto me’.

For the large version of the calendar please go to resources on the following page: 
https://www.caritasfoodcollective.org.uk/ 
Assuring you all of our daily prayers for you and your families, Veni Sancte Spiritus, Veni per Mariam.
Respice Finem!
 Ms S O’Shea

Religious Education Coordinator
Junior House




 The London 


Oratory School


 Junior House

















Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen
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The boys will have the chance to understand the meaning of covenants. They will reflect on God’s Covenants with figures from the Old Testament and learn that God sends prophets to remind His people of His promises to them. This will help them to better understand the message of the prophets for us today. They will develop their understanding that we all need to grow in faith and trust in God. During Advent, the boys will deepen their understanding of God’s promise to send His Son and learn about what we celebrate and prepare for in this season.





At home


You could help your son by:


• talking to him about how God’s promise in His covenant can be trusted, even in the challenges and difficulties of life.


• filling in the Caritas Advent Calendar





The boys will learn that God called the prophets from the Old Testament and learn about the different ways they responded. They will learn that the prophets spoke out against injustice and that some prophets were persecuted because they spoke out. They will learn that Christians are called to work for justice and find out about individuals who have been persecuted for speaking out against injustice. 





The boys will learn that Advent is a time of waiting and hoping for the birth of the Messiah at Christmas and understand that the birth of Jesus fulfilled Old Testament prophecies. 
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